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What our visitors think
The survey results indicate that although most visitors are broadly 

positive towards the idea of building more wind farms on the 

island of Ireland, there exists a sizeable minority (one in seven) 

who are negative towards wind farms in any context.

Awareness
Awareness of wind farms is very high amongst visitors to Ireland. 

Almost nine in ten claim to have ever seen a wind farm and the 

incidence of seeing a wind farm is similarly high across domestic 

and overseas tourists. Almost half claimed to have seen at least 

one wind farm on this holiday on the island of Ireland and of 

those who had seen a wind farm, two thirds claimed to have 

seen up to two during the holiday. Typically, wind farms are 

encountered in the landscape while driving or being driven (74%), 

while few experienced a wind farm up close. For more than three 

in ten, the wind farm noticed was viewed on the horizon and 

for a further one in four it was viewed from a distance of one 

to two kilometres. Almost half of the wind farms viewed were 

sited in mountain moorland and a further 37% were in a coastal 

landscape. Of the wind farms viewed most contained less than 

Perceived impact on sightseeing
Despite the fact that almost half of the tourists interviewed had 

seen at least one wind farm on their holiday, most felt that their 

presence did not detract from the quality of their sightseeing, 

with the largest proportion (45%) saying that the presence 

of the wind farm had a positive impact on their enjoyment of 

sightseeing, with 15% claiming that they had a negative impact. 

It is worth noting however that the type of landscape into which 

attitudes. Although 15% feel wind farms have a fairly or very 

25% for wind farms sited in coastal locations. Older people (those 

aged 55+) are most likely to feel that wind farms will have a 

negative impact on sightseeing.

As part of this survey, tourists were also asked to express 

their views on the impact on the Irish landscape of housing 

development, electricity steel pylons and mobile phone masts, in 

order to compare the relative impact of these developments to 

those of windfarms. Compared with other types of development 

in the Irish landscape, wind farms elicited a positive response 

        

        

         

          

                    

   
  

with compared to telecommunication masts and steel electricity 

pylons. Only 14% of tourists thought that electricity pylons had 

a positive impact, with only 9% stating that mobile phone masts 

had a positive impact. Housing, however, was considered to 

impact less on the Irish landscape with 53% stating that this type 

of development has a positive impact.

Perceived impact on beauty

types: Coastal, Mountain, Farmland, Bogland and Urban Industrial, 

and then rate on a scale of 1-5 the potential impact of a wind 

farm being sited in each landscape. Results indicate very clearly 

that each potential wind farm and site must be assessed on 

its own merits.  Looking across all sites, the numbers claiming 

a positive impact on the landscape due to the wind farms are 

greater than those claiming a negative impact, in all cases.  

However, the proportions rating the impact of the wind farms as 

negative increased with the perceived beauty of the location. For 

instance, there was greater relative negativity expressed about 

potential wind farms on coastal landscapes (33%) and mountain 

were negatively disposed to the construction on bogland (18%) or 

urban industrial land (13%).
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