IRISH FESTIVALS, IRISH LIFE, THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE…

With thousands of Irish festivals in full swing during the summer months and lots more planned to the end of the year, there couldn’t be a better time to go visit, see, experience and savour the best that Ireland has to offer.  From the Killarney Summerfest to the Lisdoonvarna Matchmaking Festival in Clare, there is always something wonderful and unusual happening in Ireland.  Fáilte Ireland has just launched a guide to all the major festivals and events in Ireland.

Did you know…

· Approx 11,000 festivals take place in Ireland every year or in other words the equivalent of 30 events happening all over the country every day of the year

· Nearly 90% of festival organisers provide free events as part of their celebrations

· There are at least 5 million attendees at free events every year, with over 2 million tickets sold for paying events

· On average, 1/3 of festival audiences require overnight accommodation

· An audience of over 7.1 million attend festival events yearly – at well over 1.5 times the size of the Irish population, this is the equivalent of every person in Ireland attending at least one festival event

· The indirect economic impact of spending of Irish festivals on other sectors of the economy can be estimated at €31.7m

· An average of 69% of festivals’ expenditure is spent in their local areas, meaning a direct investment of at least €8.9million back into local economies

· Irish Festivals could not exist without the support of volunteers, who gave time equivalent to 185 full time staff or a minimum wage bill of €2.2million

· Irish festivals promote Ireland as a tourist destination worldwide; 30% of festivals received media coverage at an international level

Speaking at the launch of the guide, Paul Keeley, Marketing Director, Fáilte Ireland, said “Festivals in Ireland are a unique part of any holiday in Ireland and have contributed to the growth of short breaks throughout the year.  The last number of years has seen an increase in the variety and number of festivals taking place in Ireland and their contribution to the regions both in revenue terms and in raising the profile of a particular region is significant.  This guide showcases what is on and where during the year, making sure your holiday is even more enjoyable and crammed full of activities.”

HERE’S 10 OF THE BEST TO GET YOU STARTED…

1. Dublin Fringe Festival, 12th September – 2nd October, Dublin City Centre
Dublin Fringe Festival is one of Ireland’s largest performing arts festival and is your chance to see the new and the next.  It has music, dance, street theatre, puppetry, visual arts, comedy and lots of late nights. www.fringefest.com
2. The Macnas Parade, 17th July, Galway

Over 600 community participants and dozens of professional artists and technicians work together to bring the streets of Galway alive with Ireland’s premier community celebration.  www.macnas.com




3. County Wexford Strawberry Festival 2005, 30th June – 3rd July, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.

This festival includes theatre, street entertainment, markets and many other events and coincides with the Rhythm Routes Festival.  www.strawberryfestival.ie
4. Clonmel Junction Festival, 2nd July – 10th July, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

The Junction Festival is a celebration of cultural exuberance and diversity.  This high quality performing arts event has a distinctly family friendly reputation.  The theme for 2005 is “Monsters and Wild Things”.  www.junctionfestival.com
5. Graignamanagh/ Tinnahinch Regatta and Rowing Festival, 24th July – 1st August.  Ballyogan, Graignamanagh, Co. Kilkenny.  

Reputed to be one of the oldest regatta on Ireland’s inland waterways – a festival of ‘cot’ racing, the traditional small fishing craft of the river borrow, of swimming, diving etc with musical events.  www.graignamanaghboatclub.org
6. Cape Clear International Storytelling Festival, 2nd Sept – 4th Sept, Cape Clear Island, Skibbereen, Co. Cork

Non pub centered storytelling events embracing international perspectives on Ireland’s most southerly island. 

7. Connemara Pony Show, 14th – 20th August

World’s largest showing of the Connemara Pony.  www.cpbs.ie
8. Earagail Arts Festival, 4th July – 17th July, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

A celebration of music, theatre, family events, visual arts, literature and comedy throughout the north and west.  www.earagailartsfestival.ie
9. Lisdoonvarna Matchmaking Festival, 26th August – 2nd October, Lisdoonvarna, County Clare.

The Matchmaking Festival is Europe’s biggest singles event, dancing and romance are to be had in abundance in this spa town.  www.matchmakireland.com
10. The Irish Coffee Festival, 15th July – 17th July, Foynes, Co. Limerick.

Celebrating the invention of Irish Coffee in Foynes.  World Irish coffee making Championship.  Music, theatre, street theatre, regatta, fireworks and street entertainment.  www.irishcoffeefestival.com

Visit www.ireland.ie for all the best offers for festival breaks. 
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