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Glossary 

Appropriate 

Assessment 

An assessment of the potential adverse effects of a plan or project (in combination with 

other plans or projects) on Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection 

Areas (SPA), as designated under EU and national law. 

Birds Directive Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds. 

Catchment A catchment is an area where water is collected by the natural landscape and flows from 

source through river, lakes and groundwater to the sea. 

Development The carrying out of any works on, in, over or under any land or the making of any material 

change in the use of any structures or other land in accordance with the Section 3 of the 

Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended. 

Environmental 

Impact 

Assessment  

The process of carrying out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) as required by 

Directive 2011/92/EU, as amended by Directive 2014/52/EU on assessment of the effects 

of certain public and private projects on the environment. 

Ecosystem 

services 

The direct and indirect benefits that ecosystems can provide for human health and 

wellbeing. 

Blue and green 

infrastructure 

Strategically planned network of natural and semi-natural areas with other environmental 

features designed and managed to deliver a wide range of ecosystem service. 

Habitats 

Directive 

Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of 

wild fauna and flora. 

Habitats 

Regulations 

The European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations 2011 (S. I. No. 477 of 

2011) transpose the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive. The 2011 Regulations were 

amended by: 

• S.I. No. 290 of 2013 

• S.I. No. 499 of 2013  

• S.I. No. 355 of 2015  

• Planning, Heritage and Broadcasting (Amendment) Act 2021 (no.11 of 2021), Chapter 
4 

• S.I. No. 293 of 2021 

Natura 2000 A network of core breeding and resting sites for rare and threatened species, and some 

rare natural habitat types which are protected.  

Nature-based 

Solutions (NbS)  

Nature-based solutions are actions to protect, conserve, restore, sustainably use and 

manage natural or modified terrestrial, freshwater, coastal and marine ecosystems which 

address social, economic and environmental challenges effectively and adaptively, while 

simultaneously providing human well-being, ecosystem services, resilience and 

biodiversity benefits. 

Nitrates Directive Council Directive 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused 

by nitrates from agricultural sources. 

Plans A plan is one which sets out how it is proposed to carry out or implement a scheme or a 

policy. This could include, for example, land use plans setting out how land is to be 

developed or laying down rules or guidance as to the kind of development which might be 

appropriate or permissible in particular areas or giving criteria which should be taken into 

account in designing new development. 

Projects Any development or activity for which development consent may be required. This includes 

the execution of construction works or of other installations or schemes and interventions 

in the natural surroundings and landscape including those involving the extraction of 

mineral resources. 

SEA Directive  Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes 

on the environment - requires that an environmental assessment be carried out of certain 

plans and programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the environment. 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/477/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/477/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2013/si/290/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2013/si/499/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2015/si/355/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/11/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/11/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/11/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/si/293/made/en/print
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Strategic 

Environmental 

Assessment 

(SEA) 

A process for the formal, systematic evaluation used to identify and assess the likely 

significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or programme before a decision is 

made to adopt the plan or programme. It is intended to lead to a high level of protection of 

the environment and promotion of sustainable development as required by the SEA 

Directive. 

Strategic 

Environmental 

Objective (SEO) 

Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) are strategic environmental protection 

objectives which set the desired environmental outcome for the assessment of the Draft 

WDEDP.  These have been formulated with reference to the environmental protection 

objectives/policies at International, European, and local level.  

Water 

Framework 

Directive 

Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a 

framework for the Community action in the field of water policy. 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

This is the Environmental Report of the Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Draft Wild Mayo 

Destination Experience Development Plan (hereafter referred to the ‘Plan’ or the ‘WMDEDP’). 

This Environmental Report, which should be read in conjunction with the WMDEDP, has been prepared 

by Fáilte Ireland, the National Tourism Development Authority. 

 

1.2 Destination & Experience Development Plans (DEDP) 

A Destination Experience Development Plan (DEDP) is a five-year commercial destination and 

experience development plan prepared for an area. 

The WMDEDP is a five-year sustainable tourism development plan for the North Mayo region that 

stretches from the Mullet Peninsula to Ballina and Foxford. It has been developed through a programme 

of desk research, on-site appraisals; and extensive consultation incorporating the views of the tourism 

industry, local communities, local government, state and regional agencies. The plan has been prepared 

within the context of the wider tourism and sustainability policy environment and has given consideration 

to relevant national and international best practices. 

1.3 Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) stems from Directive 2001/42/EC1 (the ‘SEA Directive’) of 

the European Parliament and of the Council of Ministers on the assessment of the effects of certain 

plans and programmes on the environment. Article 1 of the Directive states that: 

“The objective of this directive is to provide for a high level of protection of the environment and 

to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and 

adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development, by 

ensuring that, in accordance with this directive, an environmental assessment is carried out of 

certain plans and programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the environment.” 

In effect, SEA comprises a systematic assessment process of predicting and evaluating the ‘likely 

significant environmental effects’ of implementing a proposed plan or programme, before a decision is 

made to adopt the plan or programme. The overall aim of SEA is to provide for a high level of protection 

of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the 

preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development. 

The SEA Directive was transposed into Irish law through two Statutory Instruments (S.I.): 

• S.I. No. 435 of 2004 The European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans 

and Programmes) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 200 of 2011 The European 

Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2011; and 

• S.I. No. 436 of 2004 Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) 

(Amendment) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011 The Planning and 

Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011. 

 

The former regulations, (S.I. No. 435 of 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 200 of 2011), relate to SEA as it 

applies to plans or programmes prepared for “agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, 

 
1 eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32001L0042&from=EN 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32001L0042&from=EN


SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

2 
 

waste management, water management, telecommunications, tourism and town and country 

planning or land use”, and these provisions are applicable to the CDEDP as a tourism sector plan. 

The latter regulations (S.I. No. 436 of 2004 as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011) relate to SEA as it 

applies to plans or programmes where the context requires, “a development plan, a variation of a 

development plan, a local area plan (or an amendment thereto), regional planning guidelines or a 

planning scheme”, and are not applicable to the CDEDP. 

1.4 The Requirement for Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Draft DEDP 

Article 3(2) of the SEA Directive, introduced the requirement that SEA be carried out on plans and 

programmes: 

a) which are prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste 

management, water management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or 

land use and which set the framework for future development consent of projects listed in 

Annexes I and II to the EIA Directive2, or 

b) which, in view of the likely effect on sites, have been determined to require an assessment 

pursuant to Article 6 or 7 of the 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive)3 i.e. requires that SEA is 

undertaken where Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is being undertaken on the plan or 

programme. 

The WMDEDP is a non-statutory tourism sector plan that does not set the framework for future 

development consent of projects listed in Annexes I and II to the EIA Directive and does not contain 

provisions or define rules that must be complied with when consent of other projects is being granted. 

Therefore, SEA of the WMDEDP is not required under Article 3(2)(a) above of the SEA Directive. 

The Draft Plan does, however, fall under the definition of a “plan” contained within the Birds and Natural 

Habitats Regulations 2011 (as amended) and therefore, must be screened for the requirement to 

undertake Appropriate Assessment (AA) in accordance with Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive 

(92/43/EC). The Screening for AA (ROD, 2025) has found that the Plan has the potential, if unmitigated, 

to affect the ecological integrity of European sites and that measures to ensure that potential effects are 

avoided are required. Therefore, in accordance with Article 3(2)(b) above and guidance provided in SEA 

Circular Letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/084, a SEA of the WMDEDP has been undertaken. 

This Environmental Report provides the findings of the SEA and takes account of recommendations 

contained in submissions from the Environmental Authorities. On finalisation of the Plan, an SEA 

Statement will be prepared, summarising, inter alia, how environmental considerations have been 

integrated into the Plan. 

2 Overview of the Wild Mayo DEDP 

The Wild Mayo Destination and Experience Development Plan (WMDEDP) is a five-year sustainable 

tourism development plan for the North Mayo region that stretches from the Mullet Peninsula to Ballina 

and Foxford as illustrated in Figure 2.1.  

 
2  

Directive 2011/92/EU, as amended by Directive 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of 
the Council, on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment 

 
3 Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora 
4 Microsoft Word - NPWS 1of08 Appropriate Assessment of plans 15-02-08.doc 

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/general/circular-sea-01-08.pdf
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Figure 2.1 Geographical Location the WMDEDP 

 

 It has been developed through a programme of desk research, on-site appraisals; and extensive 

consultation incorporating the views of the tourism industry, local communities, local government, state 

and regional agencies. The plan has been prepared within the context of the wider tourism and 

sustainability policy environment and has given consideration to relevant national and international best 

practices. 

Tourism is a significant component of the county’s economy. In 2023 the sector generated €261 million 

from international and domestic visitors. This DEDP aims to provide strategic direction on further 

developing a sustainable tourism sector within North Mayo and leveraging the area’s growing appeal 

as a destination offering a unique combination of adrenalin and quietude, adventure and wilderness. 

It will underpin the anticipated growth in the value of tourism while being focused on maintaining the 

environmental, social, and cultural integrity of the region. The proposed actions are grounded in the 

principles and policies of sustainability and the VICE model, thereby ensuring that full consideration is 

given to a balanced and synergistic approach that delivers on four key pillars: the Visitor experience, 

Industry growth, Community benefit, and Environmental protection. The model applies to all aspects of 

tourism planning, destination management, and policy making.  

Figure 2.2 clearly sets out the structure and overall content of the draft WMDEDP. For further details 

please refer to the Draft WMDEDP itself.
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Figure 2.2 Summary of the Structure and Outputs of the WMDEDP (Source: Draft WMDEDP, 2025) 
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3 Strategic Environmental Assessment Process 

3.1 Legal Context 

SEA is a process for evaluating, at the earliest appropriate stage, the environmental quality and 

consequences of Plans or Programmes (P/Ps). The purpose is to ensure that the environmental 

consequences of P/Ps are assessed both during their preparation and prior to their adoption. The SEA 

process also gives specified environmental authorities, interested parties and the general public, an 

opportunity to comment on the environmental impacts of the proposed P/P and to be kept informed 

during the decision-making process. 

Directive 2001/42/EC55 on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 

environment (the ‘SEA Directive’) requires EU Member States to assess the ‘likely significant 

environmental effects’ of plans and programmes prior to their adoption. This provides for the 

assessment of strategic environmental considerations at an early stage in the decision-making process. 

Article 1 of the SEA Directive states that: 

“The objective of this directive is to provide for a high level of protection of the environment and 

to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and 

adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development, by 

ensuring that, in accordance with this directive, an environmental assessment is carried out of 

certain plans and programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the environment.” 

The SEA Directive was transposed into Irish law through: 

• Statutory Instrument (S.I.) No. 435 of 2004 (the European Communities (Environmental 

Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004), as amended by S.I. No. 

200 of 2011 (the European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and 

Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011); and 

• S.I. No. 436 of 2004 (the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) 

(Amendment) Regulations 2004), as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011 (the Planning and 

Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011). 

S.I. No. 435 of 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 200 of 2011, relates to SEA as it applies to plans or 

programmes prepared for “agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste 

management, water management, telecommunications, tourism and town and country planning or land 

use, and which set the framework for future development consent of projects listed in Annexes I and II 

to the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive.”6. 

S.I. No. 436 of 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011, relates to SEA as it applies to plans or 

programmes where the context requires, “a development plan, a variation of a development plan, a 

local area plan (or an amendment thereto), regional planning guidelines or a planning scheme”7. 

Given the nature of the Plan, the SEA for the CDEDP is being prepared under the requirements of S.I. 

No. 435 of 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 200 of 2011. 

The SEA process is designed to ensure that significant environmental effects arising from plans are: 
 

• Properly identified and assessed.  

• Subject to public participation. 

• Taken into account by decision makers; and 

• Regularly monitored. 
 

 
5 eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32001L0042&from=EN 
6 See Section 9(1)(a) 
7 Section 5(c) 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32001L0042&from=EN
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The SEA Directive and SEA Regulations require that competent authorities determine whether the 
implementation of plans or programmes, or modifications thereof, will be likely to have significant 
effects on the environment. This determination process is referred to as an Environmental  
 
Assessment and defined as: 
 

“…the preparation of an environmental report, the carrying out of consultations, the taking into 

account of the environmental report and the results of the consultations in decision-making and 

the provision of information on the decision…”8 

3.2 Guidance 

This ER has been prepared having regard to the following guidance documents and resources: 

• SEA of Local Authority Land Use Plans EPA Recommendations and Resources (2024) 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

• SEA Spatial Information Sources (2024) Environmental Protection Agency. 

• SEA Pack (January 2024) Environmental Protection Agency. 

• Good practice guidance on SEA for the Tourism Sector (2023) Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

• Guidance on SEA Statements and Monitoring (2023) Environmental Protection Agency. 

• SEA Guidelines for Regional Assemblies and Planning Authorities (2022) Department of 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage. 

• SEA Screening Good Practice 2021 (2021) Environmental Protection Agency. 

• Tiering of Environmental Assessment – The Influence of Strategic Environmental 
Assessment on Project-level Environmental Impact Assessment (2021) Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

• Second Review of Strategic Environmental Assessment Effectiveness in Ireland (2020) 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

• Integrating Climatic Factors into SEA In Ireland A Guidance Note (EPA, 2019) 

• Developing and Assessing Alternatives in SEA Research Report No.157, (EPA, 2015), 

• Good Practice Guidance on Cumulative Effects Assessment in Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (2020) Environmental Protection Agency. 

• Integrating Climatic Factors into the Strategic Environmental Assessment Process in 
Ireland – A Guidance Note (updated June 2019) Environmental Protection Agency. 

• GISEA Manual – Improving the Evidence Base in SEA (2017) EPA. 

• SEA and Climate Change, Integrating Climate Change into SEA in Ireland, A Guidance 
Note (2015) EPA.  

• SEA Resource Manual for Local and Regional Planning Authorities – Integration of SEA 
Legislation and Procedures for Land use Plans (2013) Environmental Protection Agency 
& Mid-West Regional Authority. 

• Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment – Streamlining AA, SEA and EIA Processes: 
Practitioner’s Manual (2013) Environmental Protection Agency. 

• Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment Streamlining AA, SEA and EIA Processes, 
Best Practice Guidance (2012) EPA, Strive Programme 2007-2013. 

• Developing and Assessing Alternatives in Strategic Environmental Assessment (2015) 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

 
8 Article 2(b) of Directive 2001/42/EC, European Union, Article 2 (3) of EC (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) 
Regulations 2004 S.I No. 435 of 2004 
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3.3 SEA Stages & Process 

The key focus of SEA is to take environmental issues, and in particular ‘likely significant environmental 

effects’ of a P / P, into consideration during the plan or programme making process. The key stages in 

the SEA process as they relate to the CDEDP are outlined in Table 3.1 and Figure 3.1 below. 

Table 3.1 Outline of the SEA Process 

SEA Stage  
 

Description Status 

Screening 
 

The requirement to undertake a SEA is mandatory for certain Plan / 
Programme (P / P). Where SEA is not a mandatory requirement, the P 
/ Ps is subject to a ‘Screening process’, to consider if it is likely to have 
significant effects on the environment, and therefore, if SEA is required. 
 
The preparation of the Draft Plan has been screened for Appropriate 
Assessment (AA), and it has been concluded that potential for effects 
on the integrity of European sites cannot be excluded beyond all 
reasonable scientific doubt and is required to undergo Appropriate 
Assessment. 
 
Therefore, in accordance with Circular Letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08 
the Draft CDEDP is also required to undergo a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) in accordance with Directive 2001/42/EC on the 
assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment (known as the SEA Directive). 

 

Completed 
 

 

Scoping 
 

Preparation of a SEA Scoping Report highlighting that the 
Environmental Report is required to include: 
 

• methods of assessment. 

• contents and level of detail in the Plan / Programme. 

• the stage in the Plan or Programme-making process; and 

• the extent to which certain matters are more appropriately 
assessed at different levels in the decision-making process in 
order to avoid duplication of environmental assessment. 

 
Scoping provides for consultation with the Environmental Authorities 
specified in Article 13 of S.I. No. 435 of 2004, as amended by 
Regulations S.I. No. 200 of 2011, and the process allows for 
incorporation of the views of the environmental authorities within the P 
/ P and the SEA Environmental Report. 

 

Completed 
 
 

 

Environmental 
Report 
 

Preparation of a systemic identification and evaluation of alternatives 
and assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of 
implementing the P / P. 
 
The findings of the assessment, which is carried out at various stages 
in the P / P making (e.g. Draft, Amended Draft etc.), are provided in the 
SEA Environmental Report in accordance with Article 12 (including 
Schedule 2) of S.I. No. 435 of 2004, as amended by Regulations S.I. 
No. 200 of 2011. 
 
The output from this stage is an Environmental Report which 
accompanies the draft P / P required for public consultation. 

 

Current 
Stage 

Public 
Consultation 
 

In accordance with Article 13 (1) of S.I. No 435 OF 2004, as amended, the 
draft plan under assessment along with relevant environmental 
assessment documents must be available for review and comment by the 
relevant environmental authorities and the general public. 
 
Sufficient public notice must be given, and a timeline of not less than 4 
weeks must be given for the receipt of submissions. 
 

Next Stage 
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SEA Stage  
 

Description Status 

Subsequent to this stage and further to review of submissions possible 
changes might be made to the draft Plan and this needs to be considered 
int eh sea process before finalising.  

 

SEA 
Statement 
 

Completion / adoption of the Final Plan, taking account of likely 
significant environmental effects, any submissions or observations 
received from consultations and integration of mitigation and 
monitoring measures within the Plan. 
 
The Environmental Report is concluded, and an SEA Statement is 
prepared in accordance with Article 16(2)(b) of S.I. No. 435 of 2004, as 
amended by Regulations S.I. No. 200 of 2011, summarising:  
 

• how environmental considerations have been integrated into 
the Plan / Programme. 

• how the environmental report, and any 
submissions/observations or consultations have been taken 
into account in the preparation of the Plan / Programme. 

• the reasons for choosing the Plan / Programme in light of the 
other reasonable alternatives dealt with; and 

• the measures decided for monitoring the significant 
environmental effects of implementation of the Plan 
/Programme. 

 

Future Stage 

Monitoring There is a requirement to undertake monitoring of the Plan during 
implementation. This should reflect the monitoring programme set out in 
the environmental report.  

Future Stage 
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Figure 3.1  Overview of SEA Process (EPA SEA Process Flow, 20219) 

 
9 https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/assessment/strategic-environmental-assessment/the-sea-process/ 
 

https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/assessment/strategic-environmental-assessment/the-sea-process/


SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

10 
 

 

3.3.1 Screening- WMDEDP 

The WMDEDP was screened to determine of full SEA was required. Set out below are a summary of 

findings and a conclusion. For more detailed information please refer to the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP SEA 

Screening & Scoping Report, August 2025. 

Table 3.2 SEA Screening of the WMDEDP 

Section 1: General Details 

Type and Title of P/P: Draft Wild Mayo Destination & Development Plan 
(DEDP) 

Name of P/P Maker: Fáilte Ireland 

Date:29.05.25 01/08/25 

Section 2: Status of the P/P Maker 

Is the P/P prepared and/or adopted by an authority at 
national, regional or local level or prepared by an 
authority for adoption through a legislative procedure 
by Parliament or Government? Clarify who will prepare 
the P/P, if they are affiliated to any authority and if the 
P/P will be adopted through any legislative provision. 

Answer: No 
 
The Plan is being prepared by Fáilte Ireland the 
National Tourism Development Authority; however, the 
plan is not being prepared under any legislative 
provision.  
 

Is the P/P required by legislative, regulatory, or 
administrative provisions? 

Answer: No 

Section 3: Nature if the P/P 

Is the P/P prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 
energy, industry, transport, waste management, water 
management, telecommunications, tourism, town and 
country planning or land use? 

Answer: Yes 
 
The Plan is being prepared by Fáilte Ireland the 
National Tourism Development Authority as a tourism 
plan 

Does the P/P provide a framework for the development 
consent for projects listed in the EIA Directive? 

Answer: No 
 
The Plan sets out strategic objectives and forms a 
basis for working partners to further develop tourism 
related experiences, visitor movement, engagement 
with the industry and protection of the natural 
environment. This is set out through a number of 
actions within the plan. 

Is the P/P likely to have a significant effect on a Natura 
2000 site which leads to a requirement for Article 6 or 
7 assessments? 

Answer: Yes 
 
Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) has been 
undertaken, and it has been determined that it cannot 
be ruled out that there is the possibility of likely 
significant effect to the Natura 2000 Network arising 
from the implementation of the draft Wild Mayo DEDP, 
either alone or in combination with other plans and 
projects 
 
Refer to accompanying Appropriate Assessment 
Screening Report for further details.  

Section 4: Conclusion 

Summarise the relevant information informing the 
assessment and the main reasons the P/P does or 
does not fall within the scope of the SEA Directive 

The Wild Mayo DEDP does not explicitly provide a 
framework for future development consent nor is it 
being prepared under any legislative provision. 
 
 However, it does fall into the tourism sector covered 
by the Directive and if unmitigated is likely to have the 
potential for significant effect on the Natura 2000 
Network. Full Appropriate assessment under the 
Habitats Directive is required. 
 
Therefore, in accordance with the Department of 
Environment, Heritage & Local Government Circular 
Letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08 and Article 9 (b) of SI 
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435 2011, as amended, the draft Wild Mayo DEDP has 
been screened in for SEA.  
 
The draft Plan must undergo SEA in accordance with 
Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects 
of certain plans and programmes on the environment 
(known as the SEA Directive). 
 

 

3.3.2 Scoping - WMDEDP 

A Scoping request was issued on the 23rd of June to the following Environmental Authorities: 
 

• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

• Development Applications Unit, Department of Housing, Local Government & 
Heritage  

• The Department of Climate, Environment & Energy 

• The Department for Agriculture, Food and the Marine; and 

• The Department for Enterprise, Tourism & Employment   
 
 
Submissions and observations on the scoping of the Environmental Report were received from some 
of these authorities. These are set out in Table 3.3 along with a response as to how this will be 
considered further in the assessment of the draft Plan. 
 
For more detailed information please refer to the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP SEA Screening & Scoping 
Report, August 2025. 
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Table 3.3 Scoping Responses Received from Environmental Authorities 

Environmental Authority 
 

Summary of Submission Received Fáilte Ireland Response 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Received 8th July 2025 
 
Note: The EPA submission consisted of two parts  

Part 1 - Consideration for environmental issues in 
preparing the Plan and SEA 
Part 2 - Specific considerations for SEA and Scoping 

 

Part 1 - SEA Good Practice 
It is recommended that scoping reports are provided to 
statutory authorities as part of SEA best practice. This assists 
statutory authorities in the review process.  
 

Noted – this screening & scoping report will be provided 
to all environmental authorities along with the SEA 
environmental report and Natura Impact Statement as 
part of consultation. 
 
The information provided has informed the preparation 
of the draft Plan and the SEA Environmental Report.  
 
 

Part 1 - Governance & Implementation 

The Plan should clearly set out the implementation 
arrangements and governance structures. Consultation and 
consideration for adjoining local authorities and other plans 
will be important to consider the potential zone of influence 
of the Plan, and in considering potential for cumulative 
effects. 
 
It is recommend including schematics in the Plan and SEA 
Environmental Report, showing the links and key inter-
relationships with other key relevant national, regional and 
local plans of relevance 
 

Noted -The environmental report has been prepared in 
accordance with relevant and most recent planning 
policy on national, regional and local levels. The 
synergies between these plans and polices and the draft 
Plan have been identified and documented in Section 4 
of the environmental report. 
 
 

Part 1 - Integration of the SEA & the Plan 

The integration of the SEA process into the Draft Plan should 
be clearly explained. The EPA recommends using summary 
tables in the ER and the Draft Plan to highlight links between 
the identified environmental impacts and 
monitoring/mitigation measures proposed as a result of the 
SEA process. 

 

Noted – The SEA team has included in this 
environmental report summary tables linking impacts of 
the draft Plan and their respective mitigation and 
monitoring measures in the environmental report as 
appropriate. 
 
 

Part 1 - State of the Environment Report 

The SEA ER should incorporate and consider as appropriate, 
the findings of the EPA’s State of the Environment Report 
2024. 

Noted – the findings of the State of the Environment 
Report 2024 have informed the SEAs team in developing 
the environmental report.  
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Environmental Authority 
 

Summary of Submission Received Fáilte Ireland Response 

Part 2 – Scope of the SEA 

The SEA should clearly set out the scope, remit and 
implementation related elements of the Plan. 

 

There may be merit in including a matrix in the SEA 
environmental report to show the interrelationships between 
the various topics. 

Noted – The SEA environmental report sets out the 
scope, remit and implementation related elements of the 
Plan and provides a matrix setting out interrelationships 
between various topics.  

Part 2 – Data & Knowledge Gaps 

The Plan should identify any significant data and knowledge 
gaps 

 

Noted – The environmental reports set out any 
significant data and knowledge gaps encountered.  

Part 2 – Range of Effects 

The SEA Environmental Report should refer to the full range 
of effects and of the area likely to be affected in line with 
relevant guidance.  

 

Noted- Section x of the environmental report refers to the 
full range of effects and of the area likely to be affected 
where possible.  

Part 2 – Monitoring, Implementation & Reporting 

The SEA environmental report should include a description 
of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring. 

Noted – Section 10 of the environmental report sets out 
the proposed monitoring measures to be undertaken. 

Part 2 – SEA Statement 

In accordance with Article 16 of the SEA Regulations Fáilte 
Ireland is required to publish a SEA Statement alongside the 
adopted Plan. 

 

Noted – A SEA Statement will be provided at the end of 
the SEA process in line with the requirements of Article 
16.  

Department for Enterprise, Tourism & 
Employment (DETE) 
Received 23rd June 2025 
 
 

Acknowledgement letter for receipt of Scoping Request.  
No further correspondence was made. 

Noted and acknowledged 

Development Applications Unit, 
Department of Housing, Local 
Government & Heritage  
Received 24th June 2025 
 

Acknowledgement letter for receipt of Scoping Request, 
starting normal turnaround times for responses are six 
weeks. 
 
No further correspondence was made. 

Noted and acknowledged 



SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

14 
 

Environmental Authority 
 

Summary of Submission Received Fáilte Ireland Response 

Development Applications Unit 
(DAU), Department of Housing, Local 
Government & Heritage  
Received 10th September 2025 
 

Archaeology 

• An Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) is to be 
scoped into the EIA process as part of the overall 
Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment (CHIA) of the 
proposed development should be carried out, to 
incorporate a detailed desktop study and field 
inspection. 

• Details on the importance of the Plan area in terms of 
archaeology were set out. 

• The CHIA should include an assessment of the possible 
effects of the proposal on the wider archaeological 
landscape. 

• The Department advises that in addition to a robust 
desk-study supported by a comprehensive field 
inspection the CHIA should incorporate a visual impact 
assessment (to assist in identifying any possible 
impacts to the setting of sites or monuments). 

• The Department advises that the following are also 
carried out as part of the overall CHIA to ensure a 
comprehensive assessment of the proposed 
development: 

 

• Targeted non-intrusive advance geophysical 
survey or prospection (such as Ground 
Penetrating Radar Surveys) 

• Targeted advance archaeological test 
excavation 

• Any and all intrusive advance investigations 
(such as, but not limited to, ground 
investigations for soils/geology/hydrogeology) 
carried out as part of the EIA or design process 
should be subject to a programme of 
archaeological monitoring by a suitably 
qualified archaeologist 

Noted 
 
The SEA Team will complete full assessment on the 
cultural heritage including architectural and 
archaeological heritage for the Plan area in line with 
legislative requirements and relevant guidance. 
 
The scope of heritage designations that will be 
considered will include the following: 

• Record of Monuments & Places (RMP) 

• National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 
(NIAH) 

• Record of Protected Structures (RPS) 

• Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) 

• UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

• Historic Monuments under State care 
It is noted that the Department advises that an 
archaeological impact assessment is completed and that 
in addition to a robust desk-study supported by a 
comprehensive field inspection the CHIA should 
incorporate a visual impact assessment.  It sets out 
detailed targeted onsite investigations that might be 
considered. 
 
It should be noted that this level of assessment will not 
form part of the SEA environmental report as the SEA 
team believe this level of assessment is suited to and 
appropriate at a project level rather than Plan and 
therefore suited to lower-level assessment such ass 
environmental impact assessment (EIA).  
 
Visual concerns will be appropriately assessed under the 
landscape section of the environmental report.  
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3.3.3 Environmental Report 

The current stage of the SEA process (Stage 3) involves the preparation of the Environmental Report 

for the identification, description, evaluation and mitigation of the potential environmental impacts 

associated with the WMDEDP and the alternatives taking account of the geographical scope of the 

Plan. 

Article 5(1) and Annex I of the SEA Directive provide detail on the information to be included in an 

Environmental Report. Table 3.4 provides a checklist of the information referred to in Article 5(1) with a 

confirmation of where the relevant information is contained within the SEA. 

The SEA Environmental Report will be placed on public display, together with the WMDEDP and for 

comment from statutory bodies, the public and interested parties. 

Table 3.4 Information Required under Annex I of the SEA Directive 

Information Referred to in Article 5 (1) Environmental 
Report Section  

(a) an outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme and 
relationship with other relevant plans and programmes.   

Section 2 & 4 

(b) the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely 
evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or programme.   

Section 5 

(c) the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected.   

Section 5 

(d) any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or 
programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular 
environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives 
79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC.   

Section 5 

(e) the environmental protection objectives, established at international, 
Community or Member State level, which are relevant to the plan or 
programme and the way those objectives and any environmental 
considerations have been taken into account during its preparation.   

Section 6 

(f) the likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such 
as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, 
climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural 
and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between 
the above factors.   

Section 8  

(g) the measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset 
any significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the 
plan or programme.   

Section 9 

(h) an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a 
description of how the assessment was undertaken including any 
difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) 
encountered in compiling the required information.   

Section 7 

(i) a description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring in accordance 
with Article 10   

Section 10 

(j) a non-technical summary of the information provided under the above 
headings   

Refer to Non-
Technical Summary 
Report 

 

3.3.4 Data Gaps and Difficulties Encountered 

The SEA process requires collating currently available and relevant environmental data; it does not 

require major new research.  Data deficiencies, gaps or difficulties were not encountered while 

undertaking this assessment. 

 

3.3.5 SEA Statement 

Following approval of the WMDEDP, an SEA Statement (Stage 4) will be prepared which includes 

information on: 

• How environmental considerations have been integrated into the CDEDP, highlighting the main 

changes to the CDEDP which resulted from the SEA process. 
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• How the SEA Environmental Report and consultations have been taken into account, 

summarising the key issues raised in consultations and in the Environmental Report indicating 

what action was taken in response. 

• The reasons for choosing the CDEDP in the light of the other alternatives, identifying the other 

alternatives considered, commenting on their potential effects and explaining why the CDEDP, 

as adopted, was selected; and 

• The measures decided upon to monitor the significant environmental effects of implementing 

the WMDEDP. 

3.4 Integration of SEA with Appropriate Assessment  

The EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) requires an Appropriate Assessment (AA) to be carried out 

where a plan or project is likely to have a significant impact on a Natura 2000 site. Natura 2000 sites 

include Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA). 

Stage 1 is to establish whether AA is required for the particular plan or project. This stage is referred to 

as ‘screening for the requirement for AA’, and its purpose is to determine, on the basis of a preliminary 

assessment and objective criteria, whether a plan or project, alone or in combination with other plans 

or projects, could have significant effects on a Natura 2000 site, in view of the site’s conservation 

objectives.  

As set out in Department Circular Letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/0814 (15 February 2008), Screening for 

AA is of relevance to SEA screening in that “where following screening, it is found that the draft plan or 

amendment may have an impact on the conservation status of a Natura 2000 site or that such an impact 

cannot be ruled out, adopting the precautionary approach: 

An AA of the plan must be carried out, and  

In any case where SEA would not otherwise be required, it must also be carried out. 

Hence, where a plan requires AA, it shall also require SEA. 

A Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment (AA) and the preparation of a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have 

been undertaken alongside the preparation of the WMDEDP and the SEA Environmental Report. The 

AA/NIS has concluded that the WMDEDP will not affect the integrity of the Natura 2000 network. 

 

4 Relationship with other Plans & Programmes 

The development of the Draft Plan and this SEA is informed and carried out in the context of a hierarchy 

of legislation, plans and programmes.  The Draft Plan is a non-statutory plan and does not form a 

framework for development consent.   

The WMDEDP is situated alongside a hierarchy of statutory documents setting out public policy for, 

among other things, land use development, tourism, infrastructure, sustainable development, 

environmental protection and environmental management. These other existing policies, plans etc. 

have been subject to their own environmental assessment processes, as relevant, and form the 

decision-making and consent-granting framework. 

This section further explores the draft WMDEDP in the context of National, Regional and Local Plans 

and Programmes.  

Implementation of the WMDEDP shall be consistent with and conform with the NPF, RSES and lower-

tier land use plans, including provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental protection 

and environmental management that have been integrated into these documents including through SEA 

and AA processes. In order to be realised, projects included in the WMDEDP (in a similar way to other 

projects from any other sector) will have to comply, as relevant, with various legislation, policies, plans 

and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier Appropriate Assessment, Environmental Impact 
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Assessment and other licencing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making 

and consent-granting framework, of which the WMDEDP is not part and does not contribute towards. 

4.1 National Planning Framework 

The National Planning Framework (NPF) sets out Ireland’s planning policy direction up to 2040. The 

NPF is to be implemented through Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs) and lower-tier 

Development Plans and Local Area Plans (refer to following sections).  

The National Planning Framework (NPF), published in 2018 has been revised most recently in April 

2025. It is a framework to guide public and private investment to create and promote opportunities, and 

to protect and enhance the environment. 

the NPF identifies a suite of National Policy Objectives (NPOs) with some having relevance to the 

WMDEDP as set out in Table 4.1. 

Table 4.1 Relevant National Planning Policies 

NP0 34 Continue to facilitate tourism development and in particular the Strategy for the Future Development 
of National and Regional Greenways, and a Blueways and Peatways Strategy, which prioritises:  

• A coordinated approach to the sustainable management of outdoor recreation sites.  

• Projects on the basis of their environmental sustainability, achieving maximum impact and 
connectivity at national and regional level while ensuring their development is compliant 
with the National Biodiversity Action Plan, the national climate change objective and 
requirements for environmental assessments. 

NP0 52 Ensure that Ireland’s coastal resource is managed to sustain its physical character and 
environmental quality. 

NP0 63 Support the coordination and promotion of all-island tourism initiatives through continued co-
operation between the relevant tourism agencies and Tourism Ireland, pursue the further 
development of sport, and invest in the diverse heritage, arts and cultural and linguistic traditions of 
the island. 

NP0 82 Integrated planning for Green and Blue Infrastructure will be incorporated into the preparation of 
statutory land use plans while maintaining ecosystem services and ecosystem functions and 
conserving and/or restoring biodiversity. 

NP0 89 NPO 89: Protect, conserve and enhance the rich qualities of natural, cultural and built heritage of 
Ireland in a manner appropriate to their cultural and environmental significance. 

NP0 92 NPO 92: Ensure the alignment of planned growth with the efficient and sustainable use and 
development of water resources and water services infrastructure, in order to manage and conserve 
water resources in a manner that supports a healthy society, economic development requirements 
and a cleaner environment. 

 

4.2 A National Tourism Policy Statement – A New Era for Irish Tourism 

A new National Tourism Policy Statement was published in December 2025 by the Department of 
Entrpise, Tourism. This policy sets the course for the next five years. It prioritises support for tourism 
SMEs, recognising their contribution to employment and balanced regional development. It also aligns 
tourism with broader national objectives: climate action, digital transformation, competitiveness, and 
inclusive growth. 
 
Section 6 of the Statement is dedicated to growing a sustainable future and looks at climate adaption, 
carbon emissions, protecting biodiversity & habitats, addressing transport emissions, waste prevention 
and consultation.  
 

4.3 Northern and Western Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 

The RSES provides a high-level development framework for the Northern and Western Region that 

supports the implementation of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the relevant economic 
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policies and objectives of Government. They set out various objectives relating tourism development 

and activities that have been subject to environmental assessment. The RSESs have informed, and 

continue to inform, the preparation of lower-tier Development Plans and Local Area Plans, which also 

set out various objectives relating tourism development and activities that have been subject to 

environmental assessment. 

The RSES was subjected to separate assessments under the SEA Directive (SEA) and the Habitats 

and Birds Directives (AA) and the results of those assessments have been considered in the preparation 

of this SEA. 

The sustainable development and promotion of a successful well managed tourism industry is critical 

to the economy of this region. This strategy takes note of the overall Government policy, as set out in 

People, Place and Policy: Growing Tourism to 2025. In particular, it takes note of the policy proposal 

that consideration be given to the contribution that sustainable tourism can make to the protection of 

heritage assets. 

Further, the Regional Policy Objectives states as set out in Table 4.2. 

Table 4.2 Relevant Regional Policy Objectives 

RPO 4.1 To support working with relevant landholders and recreational/tourism agencies to increase access 
to the countryside and our coastal areas, and to ensure maintenance and access to the existing 
network of trails, paths, ways etc. 

RPO 4.2 To support the maintenance of, and enhanced access to state lands, such as National Parks, Forest 
Parks, Waterways together with Monuments and Historic Properties, for recreation and tourism 
purposes. 

RPO 4.3 To support the preparation and implementation of Visitor Experience Development Plans (VEDPs) 
within the Northern and Western Region, to underpin the overarching regional tourism benefits and 
to promote the natural and cultural assets of the region. 

 

4.4 Wild Atlantic Way Regional Tourism Development Strategy 2023-2027 

Regional Tourism Development Strategies (2023-2027) have been developed for each of Fáilte 

Ireland’s four Regional Experience Brands (Ireland’s Ancient East, Dublin, Wild Atlantic Way and 

Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands). The purpose of the Regional Tourism Strategies is to identify sustainable 

tourism development priorities that will unlock the commercial potential of the region and generate 

socioeconomic benefits for all local stakeholders and the tourism industry. These plans provide the 

strategic framework for the development of the WMDEDP. 

The Wild Atlantic Way Regional Tourism Development Strategy 2023 - 2027 identifies six strategic 

objectives to develop the tourism economy in the region. The projects outlined in the WMDEDP align 

to these overall regional objectives. The strategic objectives are set out in Table 4.3. 

Table 4.3 Strategic Objectives of the Wild Atlantic Way Regional Tourism Development Strategy 
2023 – 2027 

Strategic Objective 1 Year-Round Appeal: Grow the year-round appeal of the Wild Atlantic Way 
domestically and internationally ensuring we attract and disperse high-value visitors 
into and throughout the region. 

Strategic Objective 2 International Profile: Raise the international profile of the northern half of the Wild 
Atlantic Way to increase visitation and revenue. 

Strategic Objective 3 Revenue, Dispersion & Extension: Increase tourism revenue, visitor dispersion and 
season extension across the southern half of the Wild Atlantic Way. 

Strategic Objective 4 Authenticity & Wildness: Protect the cultural authenticity and “wildness” of the Wild 
Atlantic Way. 

Strategic Objective 5 Capacity & Capability: Enable and assist the industry to grow its capacity and 
capability so that it can thrive over the period of this strategy 

Strategic Objective 6 Industry & Stakeholder: Foster strong coalitions of industry and stakeholders with a 
common purpose in creating flourishing destinations and thriving communities while 
also building a sustainable model of destination development across the Wild Atlantic 
Way. 
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The Regional Tourism Development Strategy for the Wild Atlantic Way provides a new context for how 

all existing and future tourism projects and initiatives are planned, developed and managed in a 

sustainable and integrated manner. The wildness of the landscape is at the heart of the Wild Atlantic 

Way offering. It is crucial that the quality, character and distinctiveness of these natural assets are 

protected. 

Fáilte Ireland recognises the need to integrate environmental considerations into this strategy in a way 

that responds to the sensitivities and requirements of the wider natural environment. Environmental 

considerations including water quality and amenity, climate change, traffic, biodiversity, built and cultural 

heritage, landscape, critical infrastructure and communities, all play a vital part in our tourism sector. 

The Wild Atlantic Way Regional Tourism Development Strategy 2023 - 2027 has been subject of 

separate assessments under the SEA Directive (SEA) and the Habitats and Birds Directives (AA) and 

the results of those assessments have been considered in the preparation of this SEA. 

4.5 Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028 

The County Development Plan has an emphasis on providing an attractive destination and supporting 

strong and vibrant sustainable communities, whist ensuring a transition to a low carbon and climate 

resilient county characterised by high environmental quality.  

Chapter 5 of the Development Plan sets out the strategic aim of tourism and recreation as follows: 

“The strategic aim of this chapter is to promote and facilitate a sustainable and well- managed 

year-round, high-quality tourism industry that generates economic benefits to all areas of the 

county, thereby contributing to the wider tourism industry of the region.” 

A broad number of tourism policies and objectives are also set out under this chapter.  

While there are many elements of the County Development Plan that will support the WMDEDP, the 

strategic aims for the Natural Environment are as follows:  

“Continue to protect and enhance the county’s natural heritage and biodiversity and ensure that 

networks of green and blue infrastructure are identified, created, protected and enhanced to 

provide a wide range of environmental, social and economic benefits to communities; To also 

improve the knowledge and understanding of the county’s landscape and coast, and enhance 

the overall characteristics, qualities and diversity of landscape character, its sense of place and 

local distinctiveness in recognition of the amenity potential of the county.” 

4.6 Other Relevant Plans & Programmes 

There is a legislative framework for the protection of the environment and our natural resources relevant 

to the WMDEDP. Table 4.4 below provides a list of the principle legislative framework. 

Table 4.5 and Table 4.6 below provide a working list of the principal plans and programmes influencing 

the formulation of the WMDEDP and the Environmental Report, either directly or through European, 

National and / or County level policy. The relationship with other plans and programmes is discussed, 

as appropriate, under the Current State of the Environment in Section 5 of this Report. 

Table 4.4 Legislative Framework 

Legislative Framework 
  

Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended Environmental Noise Directive (2002/49/EC) 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as 
amended 

Environmental Liability Directive (2004/35/EC) 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive 
(2001/42/EEC) 

Fourth Daughter Directive (2004/107/EC) 
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Legislative Framework 
  

Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 
(2011/92/EU) as amended by (2014/52/EU) 

Renewable Energy Directive (2018/2001/EU) as 
amended by (EU/2023 /2413) 

Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats 
Regulations) 2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011) (as 
amended) 

Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) on the Conservation of 
Wild Birds, 1979 

Renewable Energies in the 21{st} Century: Building a 
More Sustainable Future 

Water Framework Directive (WFD) (2000/60/EC) EU 2020 climate and energy package 

Groundwater Directive (2006/118/EC) EU Renewable Energy Road Map 

Flood Directive (2007/60/EC) European Landscape Convention 2000 

Bathing Water Directive (2006/7/EC) Wildlife Acts 1976-2024 

Shellfish Waters Directive (2006/113/EC) The Water Services Act 2017-2023 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive (2008/56/EC) Foreshore Act 1933-2024 

Urban Wastewater Directive (91/271/EEC) Aquaculture Act 1997-2006 

Drinking Water Directive (98/83/EC) Sea Fisheries & Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 

Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC) The National Monuments Act 1930-2014 

EU Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC) 
Historic and Archaeological Heritage and 
Miscellaneous 
Provisions Act 2023 

Air Quality Directive (2008/50/EC) Roads Act 1993, as amended 

European Green Deal 2020 
European Union (Birds and Natural Habitats) (Sea 
Fisheries) Regulations 2013 

Surface Water Directive (75/440/EEC) 
Drinking Water Directive (98/83/EC), Drinking Water 
Directive Recast (2020/2184) 

Sewage Sludge Directive (86/278/EEC) Floods Directive (2007/60/EC) 

Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
(Amendment) Act 2021 

 

 

  

Table 4.5 National & Regional Programmes 

National and Regional Plans and Programmes 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development National Policy Position on Climate Action and Low 
Carbon Development 

Project Ireland 2040 - National Planning Framework 
(NPF) 

National Development Plan (NDP) 2021-2030 

First Revision - National Planning Framework 
Updated Draft (April 2025) 

National Sustainable Mobility Policy (2022) 

Regional Planning Guidelines for the West Region 
2010-2022 

Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines 
(2012) 

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for 
the North-western Region 

The Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines 
(2014) 

Ireland’s Environment - An Integrated Assessment 
2020 

Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 
2022-2042 

National Mitigation Plan 2017 Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (2019) 

Our Sustainable Future - A Framework for 
Sustainable Development for Ireland (2012) 

Ireland’s First National Cycle Policy Framework 
2009 

Housing for All – A New Housing Plan for Ireland 
(2021) 

National Waste Management Plan for a Circular 
Economy 2024 - 2030 

Planning Design Standards for Apartments, 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025) 

The National Renewable Energy Action Plan 

4^{th} Biodiversity Action Plan 2023-2030 National Energy Efficiency Action Plan 2017-2020 

Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth an Integrated Marine 
Plan for Ireland 2012 

Strategy for the Future Development of National and 
Regional Greenways 2018 

National Strategic Plan for Aquaculture 
Development 2014- 2020 

The National Broadband Plan 2020 

The National Strategic Plan for Sustainable 
Aquaculture Development 2030 

National Landscape Strategy for Ireland 2015-2025 
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National and Regional Plans and Programmes 

National CFRAMS Programme Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (2011) 

River Basin Management Plan 2022-2027 Heritage Ireland 2030 

Water Action Plan 2024, A River Basin Management 
Plan for Ireland 

Built Vernacular Strategy (2021) 

Built and Archaeological Heritage, Climate Change 
Sectoral Adaptation Plan (2019) 

Places for People, National Policy on Architecture 
(2022) 

The Planning System and Flood Risk Management 
(2009) 

Food Harvest 2020 

People, Place and Policy Growing Tourism to 2025 National Adaptation Framework Planning for a 
Climate Resilient Ireland 2018 and Review of the 
National Adaptation Framework 2022 

Fáilte Ireland Corporate Plan Climate Action Plan 2025 

Tourism Action Plan 2019 – 2021 Water Services Strategic Plan / Capital Investment 
Programme (Uisce Éireann) 

Strategy for the Future Development of National 
and Regional Greenways 2018 

Regional Tourism Development Strategies (2023-
2027) & Ireland Ancient East Regional Tourism 
Development Strategy 2023 - 2027 

National Physical Activity Plan 2013 – 2025 Our Rural Future: Rural Development Policy 2021 
– 2025 

Ireland’s State of the Environment Report 2024 Actions to Promote Sustainable Tourism Practices 
2021-2023 

Fáilte Ireland Corporate Plan and Regional Tourism 
Development Strategies (2023-2027) 

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021 - 2025 

Tourism Action Plan 2019-2021 Tourism Policy Framework 2025-2030 

National Physical Activity Plan 2013-2025 
 

 

Table 4.6 Local Plans & Programmes  

Local Plans and Programmes 

Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028  Mayo County Council Climate Action Plan 2024-
2029  

County Mayo Heritage and Biodiversity Strategy 
2024-2030 

Mayo Cultural and Creativity Strategy 2023-2027 

Community plans, such as the Killala Town Centre 
First Plan & local biodiversity action plans 

The forthcoming Mayo Outdoor Recreation Plan  

 

 

 

 

5 Current State of the Receiving Environment 

5.1 Introduction 

The SEA Directive requires that the information on the baseline environment is focused upon the 

relevant aspects of the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected and the 

likely evolution of the current environment in the absence of the WMDEDP. Being consistent with the 

strategic provisions of the WMDEDP, this section provides a strategic description of aspects of 

environmental components which have the greatest potential to be affected by implementation of the 

WMDEDP, if unmitigated. The WMDEDP is focused on the geographical area as illustrated in Figure 

2.1. 

Much of the baseline has been compiled with reference to the latest iteration of the EPA ‘Ireland’s State 
of the Environment Report 2024’, as well as other up-to-date resources and datasets reference 
throughout. 
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5.2 Evolution of the Environment in the Absence of the Plan 

It is a requirement of the SEA Directive to consider – ‘the relevant aspects of the current state of the 

environment and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or programme.’ In the 

absence of the WMDEDP it is envisaged that the baseline environment would primarily evolve in line 

with the policies and objectives of the Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028 and associated 

documents. The County Development Plans detail policies and objectives specific to tourism, however, 

the standalone WMDEDP provides significant opportunities for specific set of tourism related mitigation 

measures and the associated likely positive environmental effects. 

Therefore, while higher level environmental protection objectives – such as those of County 

Development Plans and various EU Directives and transposing Irish Regulations – would still apply, the 

absence of the WMDEDP would mean that new development would be less coordinated and controlled. 

Less coordinated and controlled development would be less certain to result in the positive effects 

provided for by the WMDEDP. 

 

5.3 State of Environment Report 2024 

In October 2024, the EPA published its latest Ireland’s State of the Environment Report 2024.  Some 
of the key messages from the report include delivering a national policy position on the environment, 
driving policy implementation, transforming our systems, scaling up investment in infrastructure and 
protecting the environment to protect our health.  

 
The report states that the overall quality of Ireland’s environment is not what it should be, and the outlook 

is not optimistic with challenges affecting multiple environmental factors. Challenges include the 

protection of ecosystems, reduction of harmful emissions, and the over exploitation of natural resources.   

The report highlights that the scale of improvements that were made between 2020 and 2024 are 

insufficient to meet national environmental objectives. Figure 5.1 has been sourced from the report and 

highlights some the environmental indicators assessing them and looking to the future. This figure has 

relevance for the WMDEDP for the following reasons: 

Climate: North Mayo’s natural and built heritage, as well as the strong agricultural/ food industry are 

vulnerable to the effects of climate change. 

Air Quality & Emissions: The Draft Plan outlines objectives to promote throughout the county. The 

contribution that tourism has on air quality particularly from the transportation is a key factor to consider 

in promotional activities. It will be important that the actions in the Draft Plan maintain or do not worsen 

the current outlook regarding air quality and emissions. 

Nature: The Draft Plan includes actions which rely on maximising the opportunity posed by natural 

environment to support and drive tourism. The development of any projects will be required to align with 

EU and national policies including but not limited to the restoration, improvement and protection of all 

species and habitats that may be affected by tourists and tourism development. 

Water: The Draft Plan includes numerous actions relating to the use of waterbodies including coastal 

waters, rivers and islands for the promotion of tourism. It will be important for the development of any 

projects to be developed in accordance with EU and national policies and objectives relating to water 

quality. The ability for these natural assets to continue to draw tourism going forward will be dependent 

on the maintenance and improvement of water quality for the future.  

Waste & the Circular Economy: A growing tourism sector could result in increased waste generation. 

EU and national policy and objectives towards the development reduction of waste and supporting the 

circular economy including is likely to continue to influence all sectors including the tourism sector. 
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Table 5.1 contains the EPA current assessment and outlook scorecard for Ireland across key 

environmental policy areas for some of the environmental factors and identifies the relevance to the 

WMDEDP.   

 

Figure 5.1 Irelands Environmental Scorecard (Source: EPA, 2024)   
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5.4 Nature Capital & Ecosystem Services 

Natural capital comprises renewable and non-renewable resources (e.g. plants, animals, air, water, 

soils, minerals) that combine to yield a flow of ecosystem services that provide benefits to people. 

These benefits can include clean air and water, a stable climate, protection from floods, food, resources 

for fuel, building materials, clothes and medicines, recreation. Managing natural capital so that it can 

continue to deliver the ecosystem services that give us these benefits is important in order to ensure 

sustainable development.  

Unmanaged natural capital risks the continued degradation and depletion of these assets, and in turn, 

of their capacity to provide the economy and society with the ecosystem benefits that they depend on. 

These services also regulate climate, water flows (e.g. through wetlands and forests), sequester and 

store carbon in peatlands and improve soil quality for crops. 

There are four main types: provisioning, regulating, supporting and cultural services.  

• Provisioning Services: are the products obtained from ecosystems such as food, fresh water, 

wood, fibre, genetic resources and medicines.  

• Regulating Services are defined as the benefits obtained from the regulation of ecosystem 

processes such as climate regulation, natural hazard regulation, water purification and waste 

management, pollination or pest control.  

• Support Services: highlight the importance of ecosystems to provide habitat for migratory 

species and to maintain the viability of genepools.  

• Cultural Services: include non-material benefits that people obtain from ecosystems such as 

spiritual enrichment, intellectual development, recreation and aesthetic values. 

In completing this SEA and in implementing the WMDEDP the output of the Mapping and Assessment 

of Ecosystem Services project being undertaken by the NPWS has been and should be consulted.  

Table 5.1 sets out the natural capital and ecosystem services issues that are relevant to this SEA and 

have been taken into account in the provisions of the Plan. 

 

Table 5.1 Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services that are relevant to this SEA & Draft Plan 

Air quality. 
 

Noise pollution. 
 

Light pollution. 
 

Soil and vegetation carbon, which helps to 
regulate greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

Water quality and river basin management 
including interactions with soil. 
 

Soil/geological storage of water, contributing 
towards flood control; 

Land supporting food production; Natural resources supporting energy production and 
recreation. 

 
 
5.5 Biodiversity, Flora & Fauna 

Biodiversity plays a significant role in the provision of clean air, water, healthy soils and food as well as 

visually contributing to a plan area with its natural beauty and heritage. 

The biodiversity within the study area underpins important economic sectors such as agriculture, 

tourism and recreation and is a core component of the green infrastructure. A number of areas in study 

area have been identified as being of exceptional importance for biodiversity at a national and/or 

international level and are protected through national and European legislation. 
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Key ecological sensitivities across the area to which the Plan relates include rare species and 
habitats, aquatic and riverine ecology, peatlands, coastal areas and marine waters and locally important 

habitats (e.g. woodlands, parklands, degrows stone walls etc.) 
 

5.5.1 Designated European Sites 

Within the study area, there are a number of areas designated for protection under the Natura 2000 

network. Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) are legally protected under the EU Habitats Directive 

(92/43/EEC) and are selected for the conservation of Annex I habitats and Annex II species. Special 

Protection Areas (SPAs) are protected under the European Union Directive on the Conservation of Wild 

Birds 2009/147/EC. 

When considering the number of designated sites within the study area a 15 km buffer beyond the 

boundary of the draft Plan area was included. This is called the potential zone of influence (ZoI) and 

has been cited directly from the Appropriate Assessment also being completed on this draft plan.  

A total of 44 designated sites has been identified in this area and are listed in Table 5.2 and illustrated 

in Figure 5.2  

Conservation objectives for SACs and SPAs have been set for the habitats and species for which the 

sites have been selected. Site specific detailed conservation objectives are available on the NPWS 

website15. Any potential for impact on European Sites has been fully addressed as part of the 

Appropriate Assessment (AA) process which has also been completed and accompanies the draft 

WMDEDP and SEA Environment Report. 

Table 5.2 European Sites located within the Draft Plan area 

Site Code Site Name 

Special Protection Area 

004004 Inishkea Islands SPA 

004036 Killala Bay/Moy Estuary SPA 

004052 Carrowmore Lake SPA 

004072 Stags of Broad Haven SPA 

004074 Illanmaster SPA 

004084 Inishglora and Inishkeeragh SPA 

004093 Termoncarragh Lake and Annagh Machair SPA 

004098 Owenduff/Nephin Complex SPA 

004111 Duvillaun Islands SPA 

004227 Mullet Peninsula SPA 

004228 Lough Conn and Lough Cullin SPA 

004235 Doogort Machair SPA 

004037 Blacksod Bay/Broad Haven SPA 

Special Area of Conservation 

000458 Killala Bay/Moy Estuary SAC 

000463 Balla Turlough SAC 

000466 Bellacorick Iron Flush SAC 

000470 Mullet/Blacksod Bay Complex SAC 

000472 Broadhaven Bay SAC 

000476 Carrowmore Lake Complex SAC 

000495 Duvillaun Islands SAC 

000500 Glenamoy Bog Complex SAC 
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Site Code Site Name 

000507 Inishkea Islands SAC 

000516 Lackan Saltmarsh and Kilcummin Head SAC 

000522 Lough Gall Bog SAC 

000534 Owenduff/Nephin Complex SAC 

00542 Slieve Fyagh Bog SAC 

00633 Lough Hoe Bog SAC 

00634 Lough Nabrickkeagh Bog SAC 

001482 Clew Bay Complex SAC 

001497 Doogort Machair/Lough Doo SAC 

001501 Erris Head SAC 

001513 Keel Machair/Menaun Cliffs SAC 

001669 Knockalongy and Knockachree Cliffs SAC 

001898 Unshin River SAC 

001922 Bellacorick Bog Complex SAC 

001955 Croaghaun/Slievemore SAC 

002005 Bellacragher Saltmarsh SAC 

002006 Ox Mountains Bogs SAC 

002081 Ballinafad SAC 

002144 Newport River SAC 

002177 Lough Dahybaun SAC 

002268 Achill Head SAC 

002298 River Moy SAC 

002998 West Connacht Coast SAC 

 

Figure 5.2 European Sites located within the Draft Plan area and potential zone of influence 
(Source ROD AA Screening Report 2025) 
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5.5.2 Nationally Designated Sites 

Nationally Designated Sites include Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) which are legally protected areas 

that are considered important for their habitats, or which holds species of plants and animals whose 

habitat needs protection. Proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs) are also of significance for wildlife 

and habitats but have not yet been statutorily designated. However, under the Wildlife Amendment Act 

(2000) NHAs are legally protected from damage from the date they are formally proposed for 

designation10. 

Refer to Tables 5.4 and 5.5 and Figure 5.3 below for the NHAs and pHNAs within the Draft Plan area 

and within the zone of influence of the study area. 

 

Table 5.3 Natural Heritage Areas (NHA’s) & Proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs) within the 
Draft Plan area and potential zone of influence 

Site Code Site Name 

Natural Heritage Areas 

001567 Tullaghan Bay And Bog NHA  

001473 Bangor Erris Bog NHA  

001566 Tristia Bog NHA  

002446 Ederglen Bog NHA  

002419 Glenturk More Bog NHA  

001548 Pollatomish Bog NHA  

002391 Inagh Bog NHA  

001570 Ummerantarry Bog NHA  

002432 Forrew Bog NHA  

002381 Doogort East Bog NHA  

002403 Sraheens Bog NHA  

002383 Croaghmoyle Mountain NHA  

002420 Cunnagher More Bog NHA  

Proposed Natural Heritage Areas 

000507 Inishkea Islands  

000495 Duvillaun Islands  

000470 Mullet/Blacksod Bay Complex  

001501 Erris Head  

001500 Eagle Island  

000506 Inishglora & Inishkeeragh  

000472 Broadhaven Bay  

000546 Stags Of Broadhaven  

000500 Glenamoy Bog Complex  

000494 Downpatrick Head  

000482 Creevagh Head  

000516 Lackan Saltmarsh And Kilcummin Head  

000458 Killala Bay/Moy Estuary  

 
10 Natural Heritage Areas (NHA) | National Parks & Wildlife Service 

https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/nha
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000633 Lough Hoe Bog  

000519 Lough Conn And Lough Cullin  

002078 Moy Valley  

001922 Bellacorick Bog Complex  

000534 Owenduff/Nephin Complex  

000459 Altaconey Bog  

000542 Slieve Fyagh Bog  

000476 Carrowmore Lake Complex  

001488 Corraun Point Machair/Dooreel Creek  

001485 Cloonagh Lough (Mayo)  

001527 Lough Alick  

001955 Croaghaun/Slievemore  

001497 Doogort Machair/Lough Doo  

001488 Corraun Point Machair/Dooreel Creek  

001513 Keel Machair/Menaun Cliffs  

001967 Inishgalloon  

000522 Lough Gall Bog  

001482 Clew Bay Complex  

001491 Dambaduff Lough 

001492 Carrowmore Lough Shore 

000463 Balla Turlough 

000511 Killaturly Turlough 

001657 Cloongoonagh Bog 

000634 Lough Nabrickkeagh Bog 

002006 Ox Mountains Bogs 

001665 Easky River 
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Figure 5.3 Nationally Designated Sites within the Draft Plan area and potential zone of influence 
(Base Map Source epa.ie) 

 

5.5.3 Salmonid Waters 

The Salmonid Regulations (S.I. No. 293 of 1988) designate the waters capable of supporting salmon 

(Salmo salar), trout (Salmo trutta), char (Salvelinus) and whitefish (Coregonus) as protected. Thirty-four 

rivers, tributaries and lakes are listed and protected under these Regulations that prescribe quality 

standards for salmonid waters, sampling programmes and methods of analysis and inspection to be 

used by local authorities to determine compliance with the standards. 

The following rivers within the draft plan area are designated Salmonid Waters: 

• The Deel 

• The Moy (and associated tributaries) 

• The Castlebar (and associated tributaries) 

 

5.5.4 Designated Shellfish Waters 

The EU Shellfish Waters Directive (2006/113/EC) aims to protect and improve shellfish waters in order 

to support shellfish life and growth. 

Pollution reduction programmes are in operation for these areas. The identified pressures on these 

designated waters include urban wastewater systems, on-site wastewater treatment systems and port 

activities. The coastal waters provide an important resource, supporting and generating employment 

and recreational activities and must be protected. 

The following are designated Shellfish Waters within the draft Plan area: 
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• Blacksod Bay 

• Clew Bay 

• Killala Bay 

• Achill Sound North 

 

5.5.5 Margaritifera Sensitive Areas 

 Margaritifera Sensitive Areas are protected under Annex II and Annex V of the Habitats Directive 

Freshwater Pearl Mussel is an extremely sensitive species that is on the verge of extinction due to poor 

water quality and habitat damage.  The following Margaritifera Sensitive Areas within the DRAFT plan 

area and associated potential zone of influences are a s follows: 

• Moy- Deel 

• Newport 

• Moy- Tobergal 

• Easky -Moy 

 

5.5.6 Other Designations 

Ramsar Sites: Wetlands in Ireland range from small freshwater springs to large bog and river habitats.  

They provide an important ecological function and create a transitional zone between terrestrial and 

aquatic ecosystems. Table 5.5 sets out the Ramsar sites located in and around the draft Plan area.  

Table 5.3 Ramsar Sites located in and around the Draft Plan Area 

Site Code Site Name 

843 Killala Bay/ Moy Estuary 

471 Easky Bog 

852 Lough Gara 

372 Knockmoyle/ Sheskin 

371 Owenboy 

336 Owenduff catchment 

844 Blacksod Bay and Broadhaven 

 

National Parks, Nature Reserves & Wildfowl Sanctuaries:  

There is one national park located in County Mayo – Wild Nephin. This park is located to the south of 

the draft plan area. There are two nature reserves located in the area including Knockmoyle Sheskin 

and Owenboy- as nature reserves these locations enjoy protection under ministerial order. There are 

two wildfowl sanctuaries: Iniskeas Islands and Carrowmore Lake. 

Nutrient Sensitive Areas: are those water bodies which contain a sensitive area, as designated by the 

Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC), or areas designated as vulnerable zones by the 

Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC).  In the latest cycle no nutrient sensitive areas were identified int eh 

draft plan area.   

 

5.5.7 Ecological Networks & Connectivity 

Article 10 of the Habitats Directive recognises the importance of ecological networks as corridors and 

stepping stones for wildlife, including for migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of species of flora 

and fauna.  

The Directive requires that ecological connectivity and areas of ecological value outside the Natura 

2000 network of designated ecological sites are maintained and it recognises the need for the 

management of these areas through land use planning and development policies. Ecological networks 
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are important in connecting areas of local biodiversity with each other and with nearby designated sites 

so as to prevent islands of habitat from being isolated entities. They are composed of linear features, 

such as treelines, hedgerows and rivers / streams which provide corridors or stepping stones for wildlife 

species moving within their normal range. 

Ecological corridors are important for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of species, 

particularly for mammals, bats and small birds and facilitate linkages both between and within 

designated ecological sites, non-designated surrounding countryside and the more urban areas of the 

study area. 

Hedgerows contribute significantly to biodiversity and landscape character. They have an important 

farming function, they are wildlife habitats, and corridors, between habitats, and they also have historical 

significance as townland and field boundaries. The rivers provide a rich landscape setting for the towns 

and village of the draft Plan area. 

Wetlands include a wide range of habitats including watercourses, marshes, fens, bogs, turloughs, wet 

woodlands and estuaries. They support a variety of habitats and species, function in the protection of 

water quality and flood control, are important carbon stores contributing to climate resilience, and 

provide open space and recreational opportunities. 

 

5.5.8 National Biodiversity Action Plan 

Ireland’s fourth National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP) sets national biodiversity agenda for the 

period 2023-2030. The Plan’s vision for Ireland in 2050 is as follows: 

Biodiversity in Ireland is valued, conserved, restored and sustainably used, maintaining 

ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet and delivering benefits essential for all people. 

The key objectives of the NBAP are as follows: 

• Adopt a Whole-of Government, Whole of-Society Approach to Biodiversity. 

• Meet Urgent Conservation and Restoration Needs. 

• Secure Nature’s Contribution to People. 

• Enhance the Evidence Base for Action on Biodiversity. 

• Strengthen Ireland’s Contribution to International Biodiversity Initiatives. 

 

5.5.9 Biodiversity, Flora & Fauna - Existing Threats & Pressures 

The EPA states that most habitats in Ireland are experiencing a decline in biodiversity.  Pressure to 

biodiversity arises primarily from factors such as agriculture, forestry, urbanisation, recreational use, 

and the presence of invasive species.  These pressures and threats are also more pronounced for 

protected species.  Tourism activities and the development of associated infrastructure close to 

ecologically sensitive areas can give rise to additional pressure on the biodiversity of these areas.  

The key pressures resulting from tourism and recreation in relation to biodiversity include: 

• Direct habitat loss within European Sites e.g. developments occurring on undeveloped sites, 

recreational activity works. 

• Indirect effects on the ecological networks supporting European Sites e.g. linear developments 

forming barriers to movements of mobile species or loss of sites that support an overall 

population of species. 

• Construction and use of commercial and recreational infrastructure and areas. For example, 

development within watercourses. 

• Indirect threat to water quality including changes to surface and groundwater quality and 

volumes. 
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• Direct / indirect disturbance of sensitive habitats / species e.g. recreation at harbour or coastal 

sites, riverside walkways, pressure from increased visitor numbers etc. 

• Direct / indirect threats to European Sites by invasive species. 

• Direct / indirect threats to native flora and fauna from pathogens / diseases. 

• Invasive Species and problematic species - continued control and management of invasive 

species. For example, the loss of biodiversity as native species are shaded out, but also 

diseases and pathogens. 

5.6 Population & Human Health 

5.6.1 Population 

Referring to summary results for Census 2022 the CSO reported the following:  

“…. the population of Mayo grew by 6% to 137,970, which means the number of people in the 

county rose by 7,463 between April 2016 and April 2022. Over the same period, Ireland's 

population grew by 8% from 4,761,865 to 5,149,139.”11 

Refer to Figure 5.4 below for the overall population change for the county between 2016 to 2022. 

 

Figure 5.4 Population changes for County Mayo between 2016-2022 

 
11 https://www.cso.ie/en/csolatestnews/pressreleases/2023pressreleases/pressstatementcensusofpopulation2022-

summaryresultsmayo/ 

 

https://www.cso.ie/en/csolatestnews/pressreleases/2023pressreleases/pressstatementcensusofpopulation2022-summaryresultsmayo/
https://www.cso.ie/en/csolatestnews/pressreleases/2023pressreleases/pressstatementcensusofpopulation2022-summaryresultsmayo/
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Specific to the north of the county and the draft Plan area the population of the local electoral divisions 

of Ballina and Belmullet collectively had a population of 38,54. 

Population has the potential to interact with various environmental components. Potential interactions 

include: 

• Interactions with landslides  

• Recreational and development pressure on habitats and landscapes 

• Contribution towards increase in demand for wastewater treatment at the municipal level  

• Contribution towards increase in demand for water supply and associated potential impact of 

water abstraction  

• Potential interactions in flood-sensitive area; and 

• Potential effects on water quality  

 

5.6.2 Socio- Economic Trends -Tourism 

The 2022 Census set out that for the entire county with a population of 111,600 that 58,300 people were 

in the work force, an increase of over 13% on those reported working in the 2016 census. The 

manufacturing sector accounted for the biggest sector of employment followed by wholesale and retail.  

There are no specific figures released by the 2022 census relating specifically to numbers directly 

employed in the tourism sector for the draft plan area.  

The tourism industry has long been recognised as an important economic driver for the economy of the 

State. Tourism is particularly important in that it can assist in providing business and employment 

opportunities across regions and leads to jobs across the spectrum of skills requirements. The potential 

for tourism in the draft Plan area is particularly strong in relation to its rich heritage, quality rural 

landscape and towns and villages, meaning the area has a lot to offer as a tourist destination. The 

development plan for north County Mayo promotes the development and strengthening of the overall 

value of tourism in this region as previously stated. These areas have an objective to enhance the 

potential for economic development in the tourism sector. 

5.6.3 Human Health 

Human health has the potential to be impacted upon by environmental vectors (i.e. environmental 

components such as air, water or soil through which contaminants or pollutants, which have the 

potential to cause harm, can be transported so that they come into contact with human beings). Hazards 

or nuisances to human health can arise as a result of exposure to these vectors arising from 

incompatible adjacent land uses for example. These factors have been considered with regard to the 

description of the baseline of each environmental component; and the identification and evaluation of 

the likely significant environmental effects of implementing the Plan. 

Radon - The greatest health risk from radiation in Ireland is caused by radon. The presence of radon 

gas, a naturally occurring radioactive gas that originates from the decay of uranium in rocks and soils, 

occurs across the country. It accounts for more than half of the total radiation dose received by the Irish 

population. As a known carcinogen, in the same category as tobacco smoke and asbestos it is a cause 

of lung cancer. Exposure to radon for long periods or at high concentrations can lead to lung cancer. 

The number of homes within the area to which the Plan relates with radon levels above the reference 

level is within the normal range experienced in other locations across the country. 

The 2022 Census indicates the majority of self-reported health in County Mayo that self-reported as 
having very good health was 51.4% which is down on a figure of 56% from the response received in 
2016. 
 

5.6.4 Population & Human Health -Existing Threats & Pressures 
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The EPA State of the Environment Report highlights the key pressures and problems in relation to 

population and human health, which include radon exposure, noise pollution, air quality, drinking water 

quality, wastewater management, and the effects of climate change, including the increase of extreme 

weather events, sea level rise, flood risk and coastal erosion.  Air quality and Climate are discussed in 

Section 5.6 of this report. The tourism sector and associated infrastructure, including water and 

wastewater management, is discussed in more detail in the material assets 9section 5.7) section of this 

ER. The following are the main broad existing pressures that exists for human population and health:  

• Effects to residential and visitor accommodation (availability and affordability).  

• Effects to populations in high radon areas. 

• Effects due to flood events and landslide events (refer to Section 5.5).  

• Pressure on critical infrastructure if not planned and managed appropriately (refer to Section 

5.7 Material Assets). 

• Exacerbating effects of climate change (refer to Section 5.6). 

• Effects on all other environmental factors depending on the nature of tourism activity e.g. water 

environment, air quality, land use change, etc. 

The tourism industry offers potential positive opportunities for social and economic benefits, including 

supporting and diversifying the rural economy, communities and ecosystem services. 

 

5.7 Lands, Soils & Geology 

Consideration of land and soil management is essential to sustainable development as these resources 

support the built environment, food production processes, water, resources for development and other 

ecosystem services. Given the long-term processes governing the development of soils, sustainable 

management of soil assets within the Plan area is critical to the continued economic development and 

health of the population and ecological life. 

To date, there is no legislation which is specific to the protection of soil resources. However, the EU Soil 

Strategy for 2030 sets out a framework and concrete measures to protect and restore soils and ensure 

that they are used sustainably. It sets a vision and objectives to achieve healthy soils by 2050, with 

concrete actions by 2030. It also announces a new Soil Health Law by 2023 to ensure a high-level of 

environmental and health protection. 

The GSI (Geological Survey of Ireland) have a suite of data sources available that would be useful in 

planning and assessing individual projects with regard to the environmental topic(s) of soil and/or 

material assets. These include: 

• Aggregate Potential Mapping. 

• Bedrock mapping. 

• Quaternary and Physiographic mapping; and 

• National Aquifer and Recharge mapping. 

5.7.1 Land Use 

Land use describes the use land has been put to from a human perspective. The CORINE 2018 land 

cover survey of County Mayo is illustrated in Figure 5.5.  The county’s land cover is predominately 

composed of Peat lands Other common land cover type in the county includes agricultural, conifer 

plantation, forest and semi natural areas, moors and heathlands, intertidal flats, waterbodies and very 

small areas of industrial and urban cover. 
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Figure 5.5 Corrine Mapping of Land Use for the draft Plan area, 2018. 

5.7.2 Soils 

The most dominant soils in the draft Plan area are peat. In the eastern part of the draft Plan area there 

are brown earths and well drained mineral soils and river alluvium. To the far west of the draft plan area 

there is substantial amounts of dunes or blown sand and doted throughout the area in pockets are well 

drained acid mineral soils. Refer to Figure 5.6 for further details.   

 



SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

36 
 

Figure 5.6 Soil Types in the draft Plan area (Source: EPA Maps, 2025) 

5.7.3 Geology & Geological Heritage 

The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) provides information available on bedrock and subsoil. aquifer 

classifications and vulnerability More information is available on aquifer classifications and vulnerability 

in Section 5.11.  

GSI has assessed the geological heritage of the study area and identified sites of geological and 

geomorphological importance. The bedrock foundation, with hundreds of millions of years in the 

formation and shaping, and the more recent history of geomorphological processes involving river 

channels and glaciers are what have created the underlying geological diversity, or geodiversity. The 

study area has a range of such natural and man-made sites. 

The study area is underlain by numerous different types of geological formations with some of the larger 

extends of land underlain by schist, sandstone & mudstone, limestone & calcareous shale, granite, 

quartzite and marble. On the western edges of the draft Plan area there a diverse array of geological 

types including granites, schist and bedrock faults. Refer to Figure 5.7 for further details.  

 

Figure 5.7 Bedrock Geology of the draft Plan Area, (GSI, 2025) 

The identified geological sites within the study area which are important Irish Geological Heritage (IGH) 

sites are shown below in Figure 5.8. Geological Sites do not receive statutory protection like Natural 

Heritage Areas (NHA) but receive an effective protection from their inclusion in the planning system. 

The geological heritage sites within the draft Plan area are listed in Table 5.6. 

Table 5.4 Geological Heritage Sites in the Draft Plan area (source: GSI, 2025) 

Site Code Site Name 

MO018 Broad Haven 

MO082 NW Erris (Stags of Broadhaven southwards) 

MO051 Dun na Mo (Oirreas) 

MO004 Annagh Head (Mullet Peninsula) 

MO038 Cross Point (Mullet Peninsula) 

MO061 
Inishkea Islands 

MO012 Blacksod Bay 

MO017 Briska (North Mayo) 

MO068 Killala Area 

MO081 Nephin Beg Range 
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MO007 Bartragh Island 

MO089 River Moy 

MO086 Pontoon Bridge 

MO011 Bellacorick 

MO008 Belderg (Copper) 

MO009 Belderg Harbour 

MO059 Glenulra and Port Glenloss Point 

MO096 Stella Maris 

MO050 Downpatrick Head 

MO065 Kilcummin Head 

 

 

Figure 5.8 Geological Heritage Sites in the draft Plan area (source: GSI, 2025) 

5.7.4 Landslides & Coastal Erosion 

The term "landslide" describes a wide variety of processes that result in the downward and outward 

movement of materials such as rock, debris, earth, mud and peat under the force of gravity. Issues such 

as existing ground conditions, slope stability and storage of excavated material have the potential to 

influence susceptibility to landslides/bog bursts. The potential impacts of landslides include loss of 

human life/injury, flooding, pollution of watercourses and impacts upon aquatic biodiversity. 

The area to which the Plan relates has numerous locations with a history of landslide events (refer to 

Figure 5.9) and many of these events are associated with the peatland and upland areas. The GSI have 

identified much of the north coastal and middle inland part of the draft Plan area as having moderate to 

high susceptibility to landslides. 
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Figure 5.9 Landslide Susceptibility & Landslide Events in the draft Plan area (Source GSI, 2025) 

 

5.8 Lands, Soil & Geology – Existing Threats & Pressures 

The dominant pressures on land and soils include soil sealing, erosion, organic matter decline, 

compaction, salination and landslides.  Tourism can create pressure on land and soils due to direct land 

use change, creating soil sealing and/or impacting geological heritage sites. 

 

5.9 Air Quality, Noise & Climate 

5.9.1 Air Quality 

Air quality legislation12 in Ireland highlights the need ‘to avoid, prevent or reduce harmful effects on 

human health and the environment as a whole’. In addition, it requires that Local Authorities where 

appropriate ‘shall preserve through appropriate measures the best ambient air quality compatible with 

sustainable development’. 

EU legislation on air quality requires that Member States divide their territory into zones for the 

assessment and management of air quality. The EPA manages the national ambient air quality 

monitoring network and measures the levels of a number of atmospheric pollutants. The current trends 

in air quality in Ireland are reported in the EPA publication ‘Air Quality in Ireland Report 2023’ which is 

currently the most up to date analysis of air quality data for Ireland. Four national air quality zones have 

been designated in Ireland, these are: 

• Zone A is the Dublin conurbation.  

• Zone B is the Cork conurbation. 

• Zone C comprises of 24 large towns in Ireland  

 
12 S.I. No. 739/2022 – Ambient Air Quality Standards Regulations 2022 - https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2022/si/739/made/en/print 
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• Zone D (Rural Ireland) is the remaining area of Ireland (this is the zone in which the draft plan 

area falls) 

The study area is located largely within Zone D. The designated zones have been defined to meet the 

criteria for air quality monitoring, assessment and management as defined in the aforementioned 

regulations. There is one air quality monitoring site in the draft Plan area located in Ballina. 

 
The air quality index for health (AQIH) regions is calculated on an hourly basis at various locations 

around Ireland. The AQIH is based on measurements of air pollutants which can harm health. The five 

pollutants are: 

• Ozone gas. 

• Nitrogen dioxide gas. 

• Sulphur dioxide gas. 

• PM2.5 particles; and 

• PM10 particles. 

Air Quality Map show whether air quality is ‘good’, ‘fair’, ‘poor’ or ‘very poor’ in each region. The current 

air quality across the study area is ‘good’. Monitoring is done using continuous monitors for ozone and 

nitrogen oxides in various locations around Ireland. The pollutants of most concern are those whose 

main source is traffic such as Particulate Matter (PM) and Nitrogen dioxide (NO2). There is need to 

protect and improve (as appropriate), air quality in the study area, particularly in areas zoned for 

increased urban and transport related development. 

5.9.2 Noise 

The Environmental Noise Directive (2002/49/EC) requires that member states assess noise pollution 

levels and act to manage it.  This is transposed into Irish Law as the Environmental Noise Regulations  

2018, S.I. No. 549 of 2018 and the (Environmental Noise) (Amendment) Regulations 2021, S.I. No. 

663/2021 which requires the production of noise maps for agglomerations, roads, railways and airports; 

and for local authorities to prepare a Nosie Action Plan every 5 years with the aim of reducing noise 

exposure levels measured in noise maps.  The main source of environmental noise within Ireland and 

in the region of the draft Plan is from road traffic.  

The Mayo County Council Noise Action Plan 2024-2028 (Mayo County Council, 2024) identifies major 

roads in the county as noise sources, including the N5 from Westport to east of Swinford and the N17 

from Claremorris south to the Galway County boundary. These roads are major national and regional 

roads that connect major urban centres within Mayo and to neighbouring counties. These road stretches 

do not fall within the draft Plan area. Under this plan there are currently no “Quiet Areas” identified in 

County Mayo. 

5.9.3 Climate 

While many greenhouse gases (GHG) occur naturally, human activities including transport, agriculture 

and land use change are increasing concentrations of some GHG creating the greenhouse effect 

resulting in changes to the climate. EU Member States have collectively agreed to aim to keep global 

warming to below a 2°C increase from pre-industrial levels, under the Paris Agreement.  These changes 

are directly and indirectly impacting Ireland’s climate evidenced by changes in rainfall events, an 

increased frequency of storm events, sea level rise affecting coastal areas, as well as changes to air 

and soil temperature. 

Future changes in climate and associated impacts on sea level, rainfall patterns/intensity and river flow 

will influence flooding frequency and extent in the future. Local Authorities in compliance with the 

Regional Planning Guidelines are attempting to adopt sustainable flood risk strategies in areas likely to 

be at risk of flooding in the future in the context of climate change and changing weather patterns. 

Changes to climate could lead to an increase in flooding events in Ireland. 
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The following are important policies, legislative instruments and agreements that help shape our 

national and regional approach to climate change and adaption, including in the tourism sector. 

International 

• Paris Agreement (UNFCCC, 2015) 

• European Green Deal, published by the European Commission in December 2019 

• European Union (EU) Regulation (EU) 2021/1119 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council of 30 June 2021, (establishing the framework for achieving climate neutrality and 

amending Regulations (EC) No 401/2009) 

• Roadmap for National Tourism Organisations Towards Climate Action in Tourism Destinations 

– Climate Action Planning Framework”, (The European Travel Commission (ETC)) 

• the Glasgow Declaration on Climate Action in Tourism: 

National 

• Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 

• The Climate Action Plan 2025 (CAP25) 

• National Adaptation Framework (NAF) 

• The Tourism Policy Framework-2030 

• Fáilte Ireland Climate Action Programme 

Regional 

Mayo County Council Climate Action Plan 2024-2029 (MCCCAP) – This Plan sets out the need for a 

climate action plan in the context of adaption, mitigation and risk assessment for the county. A number 

of strategic goals and associated actions are found in the plan with a number associated with the tourism 

sector.  

5.9.4 Air Quality, Noise & Climate – Existing Threats & Pressures 

Concern has clearly shifted to a range of pollutants associated with road traffic which may be considered 

relatively new in the context of air quality control. The most important of these pollutants are NO2, 

particulate matter less than 10 microns in diameter (PM10), carbon monoxide (CO) and a wide variety 

of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), including carcinogens such as benzene. Therefore, it is 

important that a good quality road infrastructure is provided and alternatives to the private car are 

encouraged as much as possible. 

In terms of climate tourists contribute to greenhouse gas emissions across the same sources/sectors 

as local and national populations, e.g. transport, heating and electricity, agriculture/food production and 

waste generation. 

The potential effects of climate change resulting in an increase in the frequency and severity of weather 

events, including flooding, storms, heavy snowfall, and variation in temperature. Severe rainfall events, 

or very cold events with or with snowfall could adversely impact upon towns and people in the draft Plan 

area leading to water shortages, residential flooding and disruption to infrastructure and to movement. 

Therefore, it will be important to improve resilience of existing and planned critical infrastructure, 

systems and procedures to the effects and variability of climate change. 

 

5.10 Material Assets 

Material assets are resources that are valued and intrinsic to a development and the surrounding area. 

Material assets may be of either natural or human origin and the value may arise for economic or cultural 

reasons. Material assets include water supply, wastewater treatment infrastructure, waste disposal, 

transport infrastructure, energy, telecommunications and utilities infrastructure. The sustainable growth 

of the draft Plan area is dependent on the provision of services and infrastructure. 
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5.10.1 Natural Assets 

Green Infrastructure   

Open areas, parks, greenways and blueways can provide recreational facilities for health and wellbeing 

and a range of habitats for various species. Green infrastructure is also a crucial component in building 

resilient communities capable of adapting to the consequences of climate change with trees, woodlands 

and wetlands providing carbon capture and slowing water flows while improving air quality. 

Peatlands  

Peatlands cover an extensive area of the draft Plan area. They provide a valuable natural and 

archaeological resource. Peatlands are also important controllers of water levels in river catchments, 

providing a source of water in dry conditions and soaking up excess water during wetter periods; they 

actively capture and hold carbon and are an important natural resource in combatting climate change. 

Cutaway bogs have the potential to facilitate land uses such as employment, renewable energy 

generation, waste management, industrial, and tourism and recreation. 

Coastline 

The plan draft Plan area has an extensive coastline.  The coastline and coastal erosion are topics with 

relevance to various environmental components. Coastlines can be amongst the most sensitive and 

valuable resources, in terms of natural and cultural heritage, scenic beauty and recreation. The coast 

is also an important economic resource - particularly for the fishing, aquaculture, leisure and tourism 

industries. Some of the settlements within the area to which the Plan relates have developed along or 

near the coast. 

Afforestation and Woodlands  

A substantial part of the draft Plan area has been planted with conifer trees – while providing economic 

benefit to the area they also provide recreational opportunities. Woodlands which are not as numerous 

in the area are a valuable resource in terms of biodiversity, recreation and tourism, and also important 

as links in the green infrastructure network. 

5.10.2 Public Infrastructure 

Water & Wastewater  

The existing public assets of the draft Plan area include public utilities such as electrical, water and 

wastewater infrastructure.  Public spaces within the region have potential to be drivers of tourism, and 

the supporting infrastructure and services can impact the quality of the experience for visitors.  

The latest EPA Drinking Water Quality in Public Supplies 202413
 provides a summary of assessment of 

drinking water quality in public supplies and public group water schemes in Ireland during 2024.The 

draft Plan Area did not have any schemes or supplies on the remedial action list (RAL),i.e. those 

requiring immediate attention nor did any have boil water notices or another notices issued.  

Uisce Eireann published results for wastewater treatment plants in the draft Plan area for 2024. There 

are eight treatment plants (<500 PE) in the area, and all have capacity. Two of these plants failed 

compliance on nitrogen discharge.  

In un-serviced areas and outside the main settlements, the main method of sewage disposal is by 

means of individual septic tanks and proprietary wastewater treatment systems. The requirements for 

these systems are set out in the EPA Code of Practice for Wastewater Treatment Systems and Disposal 

Systems Serving Single Houses14. 

 
13 https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/drinking-water/annual-drinking-water-reports/FINAL-

EPA_DrinkingWaterQualityinPublicSupplies2024-v1.4.pdf 

 
14 Code of Practice for Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems 

https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/drinking-water/annual-drinking-water-reports/FINAL-EPA_DrinkingWaterQualityinPublicSupplies2024-v1.4.pdf
https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/drinking-water/annual-drinking-water-reports/FINAL-EPA_DrinkingWaterQualityinPublicSupplies2024-v1.4.pdf
https://www.epa.ie/publications/compliance--enforcement/waste-water/2021_CodeofPractice_Web.pdf
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Waste Management 
Waste management across the area to which the Plan relates is guided by the  National Waste 
Management Plan for a Circular Economy in 2024. This plan focus is on creating a circular economy 
by coordinating messaging, increasing awareness, and implementing policies to prevent waste 
generation.  
 
In the plan area there are three active waste licence holders- one for quarry activities, one for peat 
deposition and a landfill licence.  
 
Transport 
Mayo's transport plan focuses on promoting sustainable transport through strengthening public 

transport and active travel (walking and cycling) and is guided by the Mayo County Development Plan 

2021-2027 and local plans like the Ballina Local Transport Plan 2023. Key objectives include improving 

public transport infrastructure for safety and efficiency, ensuring new developments are located with 

good access to public transport and active travel routes, and developing safe walking and cycling routes 

to local amenities.  

Road travel is the main form of transport in the draft plan area, and the following are the main road 

arteries servicing the area: 

• N26: Swinford → Ballina (key route for North Mayo)  

• N59: Sligo → Westport via Newport (serves western Mayo, connects to Ballina 

• R314: Béal an Mhuirthead (Belmullet) → Ballycastle → Ballina (critical for Erris Peninsula)  

• R313: Bangor → Blacksod (serves the Mullet Peninsula)  

• R315: Pontoon → Crossmolina → Ballycastle (connects inland to coastal areas) 

Figure 5.10 illustrate the network of public transport in the draft Plan area. 

 

Figure 5.10 Public Transport network in draft Plan area (Source: TFI, 2025) 

Telecommunications 

High-speed broadband and telecommunications are core to competitiveness. The National Broadband 

Plan 201939 (NBP) sets out the strategy to deliver high speed broadband throughout Ireland. Ireland 

has made significant progress in recent years in terms of broadband connectivity at all levels: 

international connectivity, backhaul networks. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=National+Waste+Management+Plan+for+a+Circular+Economy&sca_esv=c019091b52478373&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&sxsrf=AE3TifOxq5RCRcUf8DG_eJ5PvqyPUAOixQ%3A1762873920741&ei=QFITaZn8LKethbIP2aSXkA0&ved=2ahUKEwj8yvOUseqQAxW3T0EAHRZhO6QQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=waste+maangement+plans+connaught+&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiIXdhc3RlIG1hYW5nZW1lbnQgcGxhbnMgY29ubmF1Z2h0IDIHECEYoAEYCjIHECEYoAEYCjIHECEYoAEYCkjzHFD1BVjbGHABeAGQAQCYAXqgAYoIqgEDOC4zuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIMoAK7CMICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgYQABgNGB7CAgYQABgWGB7CAgYQIRgVGAqYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGCJIHAzguNKAH5lGyBwM3LjS4B7UIwgcFMC43LjXIBx0&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDm-bCwfZMw04wftuhPXOGjHUhIqB552ipCYzLSUTglBmPVMujcSOZXVJTsrV0FANzumiYkjg0hCXThC5Tas1uDEmKCYF6C8x9sX1FLhXbV6fqzEPnINp_tjKk6-lQEACxVVzYDJp_o_usAr91qWO_x2EVErC0WOTdYs16wC5fy3AGp8OtOArieSaL6PTnkTMgXTfIEFgQLIFJ532RmD0rTaBsGhzIUgxjjMVRdbnxweSE30aAYza9l_Kgj0Ydd_cRjTq8FkS8DwdZy9Ezbe-YS&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=National+Waste+Management+Plan+for+a+Circular+Economy&sca_esv=c019091b52478373&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&sxsrf=AE3TifOxq5RCRcUf8DG_eJ5PvqyPUAOixQ%3A1762873920741&ei=QFITaZn8LKethbIP2aSXkA0&ved=2ahUKEwj8yvOUseqQAxW3T0EAHRZhO6QQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=waste+maangement+plans+connaught+&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiIXdhc3RlIG1hYW5nZW1lbnQgcGxhbnMgY29ubmF1Z2h0IDIHECEYoAEYCjIHECEYoAEYCjIHECEYoAEYCkjzHFD1BVjbGHABeAGQAQCYAXqgAYoIqgEDOC4zuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIMoAK7CMICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgYQABgNGB7CAgYQABgWGB7CAgYQIRgVGAqYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGCJIHAzguNKAH5lGyBwM3LjS4B7UIwgcFMC43LjXIBx0&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDm-bCwfZMw04wftuhPXOGjHUhIqB552ipCYzLSUTglBmPVMujcSOZXVJTsrV0FANzumiYkjg0hCXThC5Tas1uDEmKCYF6C8x9sX1FLhXbV6fqzEPnINp_tjKk6-lQEACxVVzYDJp_o_usAr91qWO_x2EVErC0WOTdYs16wC5fy3AGp8OtOArieSaL6PTnkTMgXTfIEFgQLIFJ532RmD0rTaBsGhzIUgxjjMVRdbnxweSE30aAYza9l_Kgj0Ydd_cRjTq8FkS8DwdZy9Ezbe-YS&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Mayo+County+Development+Plan+2021-2027&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=mayo+county+transport+plan&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRifBTIHCAQQIRifBTIHCAUQIRifBTIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRifBdIBCTk5NzVqMGoxNagCCLACAfEFaXB--Up5GZk&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfABRZP-YIxBQ6mLSaC66iVWfn6okAlqpGVi1E8LWDyS4P54qqpG7v4_0Rbtzor0ZXemTorsPpxxZnVv0aUDzjyJzHSlTBm3DUNshZmxkbexfFElPi9KPTczduF9H5q3aKLZi2-1YRkYGJ6Ez4c4E_feQP3_UC17GHYD3je5vSBGL8QbFhHj2wZ04D4FsgarGPH7BzYlumuBObU1kU2eSIsJmEUG53Ee3kO-yk7W26xwaE7WpDfI-Q6kf5RWYyGKcX3pL3ukmViuw_oXHlIWQ7p9&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjsk4n6suqQAxVtQEEAHUymOsIQgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=Mayo+County+Development+Plan+2021-2027&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=mayo+county+transport+plan&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRifBTIHCAQQIRifBTIHCAUQIRifBTIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRifBdIBCTk5NzVqMGoxNagCCLACAfEFaXB--Up5GZk&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfABRZP-YIxBQ6mLSaC66iVWfn6okAlqpGVi1E8LWDyS4P54qqpG7v4_0Rbtzor0ZXemTorsPpxxZnVv0aUDzjyJzHSlTBm3DUNshZmxkbexfFElPi9KPTczduF9H5q3aKLZi2-1YRkYGJ6Ez4c4E_feQP3_UC17GHYD3je5vSBGL8QbFhHj2wZ04D4FsgarGPH7BzYlumuBObU1kU2eSIsJmEUG53Ee3kO-yk7W26xwaE7WpDfI-Q6kf5RWYyGKcX3pL3ukmViuw_oXHlIWQ7p9&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjsk4n6suqQAxVtQEEAHUymOsIQgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=Ballina+Local+Transport+Plan+2023&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=mayo+county+transport+plan&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRifBTIHCAQQIRifBTIHCAUQIRifBTIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRifBdIBCTk5NzVqMGoxNagCCLACAfEFaXB--Up5GZk&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfABRZP-YIxBQ6mLSaC66iVWfn6okAlqpGVi1E8LWDyS4P54qqpG7v4_0Rbtzor0ZXemTorsPpxxZnVv0aUDzjyJzHSlTBm3DUNshZmxkbexfFElPi9KPTczduF9H5q3aKLZi2-1YRkYGJ6Ez4c4E_feQP3_UC17GHYD3je5vSBGL8QbFhHj2wZ04D4FsgarGPH7BzYlumuBObU1kU2eSIsJmEUG53Ee3kO-yk7W26xwaE7WpDfI-Q6kf5RWYyGKcX3pL3ukmViuw_oXHlIWQ7p9&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjsk4n6suqQAxVtQEEAHUymOsIQgK4QegQIARAD
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Work continues in County Mayo to roll out the National Broad Band Plan to the entire county. Areas 

around Ballina have already benefited from upgrades.  

Energy & Utilities 

Mayo County Council is in the process of developing a new Renewable Energy Strategy. The Strategy 

will set out a vision for the future Renewable Energy Development of Mayo and contain objectives to 

achieve the vision. While the county and draft Plan area have high potential for consideration of 

renewable energy forms an important aim will be to ensure a balance between facilitating the 

development of the county whilst protecting the environment for future generations. 

Gas and electricity are the energy utilities which have traditionally supported homes and businesses 

across the Country. ESB Networks and EirGrid are the utility providers responsible for the electricity 

distribution and transmission systems. EirGrid manages the higher capacity electricity network which 

supplies power to industry and businesses that use large amounts of energy and electricity, whilst the 

ESB manages and operates the distribution network supplying electricity to homes, businesses, schools 

and institutions. Gas Networks Ireland (GNI) are the utility provider responsible for the supply, 

transmission and distribution of natural gas. 

5.10.3 Material Assets – Existing Threats & Pressures 

An increase in tourism could result in increasing demand for water, wastewater treatment, waste 

management, transport infrastructure / links and energy and telecommunications services. 

Existing material assets issues / pressures within the study area, include: 

• Water Supply and Wastewater Services - increased tourist numbers will generate pressure on 

existing water and wastewater sources to meet demands. Inadequate infrastructure, including 

inadequate capacity, contribute to the contamination of receiving surface water and 

groundwater waterbodies. 

• Transport - the movement of people is key to the success of new development and areas, 

where adequate transport infrastructure (i.e. road, rail, cycle and pedestrian routes) to these 

developments and accessibility throughout the development / area (safe footpath and cycle 

paths) is fundamental to the development of tourism in the study area. Sustainable 

development of blueways and greenways is essential to promote recreation and tourism. 

• Waste - increased tourist numbers will pose challenge in providing sustainable recycling 

infrastructure and will put pressure on the local authorities to provide better waste management 

and access to waste services. 

5.11 Architectural, Archaeological & Cultural Heritage 

Ireland is rich in architectural, archaeological, and cultural heritage with an abundance of heritage sites 

located throughout the country.  Heritage sites by nature are usually invaluable and irreplaceable.  

These assets are under pressure from competing land uses across all sectors.  Cultural heritage 

encompasses the ways in which communities have developed and how customs, practices, places, 

objects, traditions, and values were passed on from generation to generation.  Ireland’s heritage 

legislation and policy sit within a broad range of international and EU conventions, legislation, policy 

and programmes.  

North County Mayo contains the renowned Ceide Fields Archaeological Site of prehistoric field systems, 

as well as the Belderg field systems and megalithic tombs. The coastal areas (including the islands of 

Inishglora and the Inishkeas) are abundant in archaeological sites and monuments, while the upland 

areas and bogland are also archaeologically significant. All Recorded Monuments, are subject to 

statutory protection in the Record of Monuments and Places, established under section 12 of the 

National Monuments Act 1930-2014. 
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5.11.1 Archaeological Heritage 

The archaeological heritage of an area includes structures, constructions, groups of buildings, 

developed sites, moveable objects, monuments of other types as well as their context, whether situated 

on or under land or water. North Mayo has a rich archaeological heritage. 

The National Monuments Acts 1930-2014 provide for the protection of archaeological heritage. The 

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) was established under Section 12 of the National Monuments 

(Amendment) Act 1994 and structures, features, objects or sites listed in this Record are known as 

Recorded Monuments. 

The draft Plan area has an extensive amount of such records which can be viewed on mapping 
in full at : https://heritagedata.maps 

5.11.2 Architectural Heritage 

The term architectural heritage is defined in the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic 

Monuments Act 1999 as meaning all structures and buildings together with their settings and attendant 

grounds, fixtures and fittings; groups of structures and buildings; and sites which are of technical, 

historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, or technical interest. Refer to Figure 5.11. 

 

Figure 5.11 Architectural Heritage Sites in the draft Plan area (NIAH, 2025) 

5.11.3 Underwater Archaeology 

The Underwater Archaeology Unit was established within the National Monuments Service to manage 

and protect Ireland's underwater cultural heritage, including the quantification of the underwater 

resource and assessing development impacts in order to manage and protect this aspect of Ireland's 

heritage. 

Lakes, rivers, estuaries, coastal and transitional waters within and surrounding the area to which the 
Plan relates, may contain many features and finds associated with maritime/riverine heritage such as 
shipwrecks, piers, quay walls, fords, stepping stones and associated archaeological objects and 
features. 
 
There are 12 known wrecks located around the coast and in rivers in the draft Plan area as recorded 
by the National monument wreck vier – refer to Figure 5.12.  

https://heritagedata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0c9eb9575b544081b0d296436d8f60f8
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 Figure 5.12 Known Underwater Archaeological Sites in the draft Plan Area (National Monuments 
Service: Wreck Viewer, 2025) 

 

5.11.4 Architectural, Archaeological &Cultural Heritage – Existing Issues & Pressures 

 
In 2019, the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht published the Built & Archaeological 

Heritage Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan (Prepared under the National Adaptation 

Framework). The adaptation strategy and accompanying action plan presented in the document aim to: 

• Build adaptive capacity within the sector 

• Reduce the vulnerability of built and archaeological heritage to climate change 

• Identify and capitalise on the various potential opportunities for the sector. 

Development is the greatest threat to archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage.  Sites and 

features of historical and cultural significance can be lost through development on, or adjacent to, sites 

or their setting impacted. 

Climate change also poses a direct and indirect threat to these historic sites.  The increased frequency 

and severity of flooding and rising sea levels have the potential to damage or destroy sites, particularly 

in coastal areas or along watercourses.  Increased levels of tourists can also lead to damage to sensitive 

structures or sites.  The Built & Archaeological Heritage Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan 

(Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 2019) aims to; 

• Build adaptive capacity within the sector 

• Reduce the vulnerability of built and archaeological heritage to climate change 

• Identify and capitalise on the various potential opportunities for the sector. 

 

5.12 Water 

Water is fundamental to all life, for humans, plants and animals alike. It is also critical in economic terms 

in generating and sustaining wealth in a number of key areas such as agriculture, fishing, aquaculture, 

power generation, industry, transport and tourism. However, it is also a fragile resource requiring 

continued protection. In general terms Ireland’s waters are of good quality, however, preserving the high 

standard of water is essential for human health and the natural environment. 
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For the purposes of this section, the water environment is taken to include natural features such as 

lakes, rivers, streams and groundwater waterbodies. In addition, specifically designated waters and 

flooding are also dealt with in this section.  

Wastewater treatment, drinking water and waters specifically designated (e.g. salmonid, Margaritifera 

and Shellfish) are discussed under Section 5.5. 

Since 2000, Water Management in the EU has been directed by the Water Framework Directive 

2000/60/EC (WFD). The WFD requires that all Member States implement the necessary measures to 

prevent deterioration of the status of all waters - surface, ground, estuarine and coastal - and protect, 

enhance and restore all waters with the aim of achieving good status. All public bodies are required to 

coordinate their policies and operations so as to maintain the good status of water bodies which are 

currently unpolluted and improve polluted water bodies to good status. 

 

5.12.1 Surface Waterbodies 

Surface waterbodies, as defined by the EPA, include rivers, lakes, transitional and coastal waters.  

These waterbodies are used for a variety of services such as drinking water abstraction, fishing, 

aquaculture, bathing, wastewater treatment, agricultural uses, and recreational or amenity uses. 

Surface waterbodies are illustrated in Figure 5.13. 

The draft Plan area includes for two WFD catchments and 19 associated sub catchments as detailed 

in Table 5.5  

Table 5.5 WFD Catchments & Sub- Catchments located Wholly and/or partially within the draft 
Plan area 

WFD Catchment 
 

WFD Sub- Catchment (wholly and/or partially in draft Plan area) 

Blacksod- Broadhaven Tóin_an_Mhása 

 Glencastle 

 Owenmore -010 

 Owenmore -020 

 Owenmore -030 

 Munhin 

 Glenamoy 

 Belderg 

 Glencullin 

 Owenduff 

  

  

Moy and Killa Bay Deel -010 

 Deel -020 

 Cloonaghmore 

 Abbeytown 

 Addergoole 

 Moy-080 

 Moy-090 

 Moy-100 

 Glenree 

(Source EPA, 2025) 

The European Bathing Waters Directive (76/160/EC) establishes provision for the monitoring and 

classification of bathing water quality, the management of bathing water quality, and the provision of 

information to the public on bathing water quality.  Bathing waters have historically been an asset for 

their ability to attract tourists and for this reason, their management and maintenance are of significance 

to the Draft Plan. 

Bathing water locations have been identified under the Bathing Water Quality Regulations 2008 (as 

amended). 
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The EPA assess water quality information provided by local authorities for the beaches that they 

manage.  Each year, local authorities take samples of bathing waters just before and during the bathing 

water season.  In Ireland, the season runs from the 1st of June to the 15th of September each year.  The 

bathing waters include beaches and lakes and can be classified as ‘excellent’, ‘good’, ‘sufficient’, or 

‘poor’. 

The draft Plan area has four designated bathing water area all classified by the EPA in 2024 as 

excellent.   

5.12.2 Surface Water Quality 

The latest Water Quality in Ireland report 2019-2024 was published by the EPA in 2022. This report 

contains the most up-to-date and comprehensive assessment of the ecological health of Ireland’s 

groundwater, rivers, lakes, canals, transitional waters and coastal waters following the completion of 

the first six-year cycle of the WFD. The results shows that a considerable amount of work is still required 

to meet the environmental objectives of the WFD. 

The majority of the river catchments monitored were of high and good status with fewer being moderate 

and four sub catchments were rated as poor.  In terms of lake status there were a mix of high and good 

with one lake Cross being rated as moderate. Coastal waters were for the most part high with Killala 

Bay and Broadaven bay being rated as good and of the three transitional water bodies identified in the 

draft Plan area two were of good status and one was moderate.  

Further to this the WFD has rated water bodies in the draft Plan area at being at risk – these are 

illustrated in Figure 5.14. 

 

Figure 5.13 Surface Waterbodies and WFD Status located in the draft Plan area (Source, EPA, 
2025) 
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Figure 5.14 Surface Waterbodies and WFD Status located in the draft Plan area (Source, EPA, 
2025) 

5.12.3 Groundwater 

Groundwater is stored in the void spaces in underground layers of rock, or aquifers. These aquifers are 

permeable, allowing both the infiltration of water from the soils above them and the yielding of water to 

surface and coastal waters. Groundwater is the part of the subsurface water that is in the saturated 

zone - the zone below the water table, the uppermost level of saturation in an aquifer at which the 

pressure is atmospheric, in which all pores and fissures are full of water. 

Groundwater is used to supply some water supply schemes and can be used by households who are 

dependent on private wells. Underground aquifers are exploited commercially for bottled water, which 

can be a significant economic resource. Groundwater also contributes to the river system. 

In the draft Plan area, the majority of underlying aquifer is classified as poor which means it is generally 

unproductive. There is one regional important aquifer and a number of locally important aquifers. Refer 

to Figure 5.15 for further details. The ground water quality for the draft Plan area has been classified 

under the WFD as good.  
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Figure 5.15 Aquifer Classifications in the draft Plan area (GSI, 2025) 

Aquifer Vulnerability and Productivity Aquifer Vulnerability is a term used to represent the natural ground 

characteristics that determine the ease with which groundwater may be contaminated by human 

activities. Figure 5.16 sets out aquifer or groundwater vulnerability in the draft Plan area.  

 

Figure 5.16 Aquifer Vulnerability in the draft Plan area. 

5.12.4 Flooding 

The underlying causes of flooding, heavy rain and high sea levels are, essentially uncontrollable. Floods 

are usually caused by a combination of events including overflowing riverbanks, heavy rains, coastal 

storms or blocked or overloaded drainage systems and an increase in development and impermeable 

surfacing. 
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The Office of Public Works (OPW) is the lead State body for flood risk management. Mayo County 

Council have also generated a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) which identifies the different 

sources of flooding and looks at a number of locations throughout the county, the majority urban in 

nature at the type of flooding and possible mitigation required. Both the River Deel at Crossmolina and 

the Moy at Ballina had had flood relief schemes completed.  

 

Figure 5.17 Past Flood Events in the draft Plan area (CFRAMS, OPW, 2025) 

Any proposal that is considered acceptable in principle should demonstrate the use of the sequential 

approach in terms of the site layout and design and, in satisfying the Justification Test (where required), 

the proposal will demonstrate that appropriate mitigation and management measures are put in place 

to safeguard against future or additional flooding. 

5.12.5 Water – Existing Threats & Pressures 

The principal threat to water is pollution which can adversely impact on all parts of the water cycle from 

groundwater to rivers, lakes, estuaries and coastal waters. The Plan must comply with the requirements 

of the WFD and the Groundwater Directive and aim to drive improvement to water quality in both the 

short and long-term. Existing water quality issues / pressures with environmental considerations 

include: 

• Water – some of the surface waterbodies in North County Mayo need to be improved from 

moderate to achieve good or high by 2027 

• Water - pressure on water sources include excessive nutrient enrichment which leads to 

eutrophication. 

• Water - pressure on water sources also comes from land-use changes, water-based 

recreational sports, erosion, industry and urbanisation. 

• Sustainable management of waterways and water-based recreation activities to ensure a 

balance between tourism development and conservation of natural resources and heritage 

areas. 

• Water - water contamination arising through poor working practices, leakages or accidental 

spillage of materials if efficient pollution control measures are not fully implemented and 

maintained. 

• Surface, ground & transitional waters - are at risk of pollution from septic tanks and wastewater 

treatment systems in the vicinity of waterbodies, potential pressures and impacts on water body 
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status, water usage and flood risk from the construction projects i.e. increased sedimentation, 

groundwater recharge and accidental spillages.  

• There is growing pressures from increasing population and increasing and sometimes 

conflicting social, economic and recreational uses. 

• Flooding - flood risk to be considered as a key environmental criterion. 

 

5.13 Landscape & Visual  

The landscape Appraisal for County Mayo is divided into six policy area which relate to the protection 

and capacity to absorb development.   

The draft Plan area is located over five of these areas as follows: 

• Area B- Northwest Coastal Moorland 

• Area C – Northwest Coastal Bog 

• Area D – North Coastal Plateaux 

• Area E- North Mayo Mountain Moorland 

• Area G: North Mayo Drumlins 

The draft Plan area also has a number of vulnerable features as identified under this appraisal. This 

relates to visually vulnerable features including skylines and vulnerable areas including coastlines, 

riverbanks and lakeshores. Figure 5.18 illustrates the visually vulnerable entities identified in the draft 

Plan area. The appraisal also sets out scenic routes and protected views as well as slopes and ridge 

lines and sensitive landscapes.  

The draft Plan area has a number of vulnerable features, scenic routes, protected views and slopes 

and ridges. It is also designed for the most part under sensitive landscape types including peat bogs, 

moors and heathlands, beaches, dunes, sands and natural grasslands.  

Figure 5.18- 5.21 illustrate these landscape designations.  
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Figure 5.18 Visually Vulnerable Features in the draft Plan area (Source: Mayo Landscape 
Appraisal) 

 

Figure 5.19 Scenic Routes & Protected Views in the draft Plan area (Source: Mayo Landscape 
Appraisal) 
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Figure 5.20 Slopes & Ridges in the draft Plan area (Source: Mayo Landscape Appraisal) 

 

Figure 5.21 Sensitive Landscapes in the draft Plan area (Source: Mayo Landscape Appraisal) 
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5.13.1 Landscape & Visuals – Existing Pressures & Threats 

Development, including tourism development, has the potential to change the landscape character of a 

draft Plan areas distinct landscapes.  Developments, in a manner which is inconsistent with the 

landscape character or type, can impact the sensitivity of these landscapes and in turn, can impact 

tourism.  Impacts to landscapes can come in many forms such as housing development, industry such 

as quarrying, wind farms (onshore and offshore), or any land use changes.   

Areas of high landscape sensitivity, including scenic views, are particularly vulnerable to landscape 

changes and are likely to be the most attractive locations for development pressure.  Balancing the 

pressure for development in unique landscapes, including in areas containing features of note (such as 

heritage sites), will remain a challenge.  

 

6 Strategic Environmental Objectives 

The SEA Directive requires that ‘the environmental protection objectives, established at international, 

Community or Member State level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those 

objectives and any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation.’ 

Are set out in the environmental report given the position of the WMDEDP beneath the Mayo County 

Development Plan 2022-2028 in the land use planning hierarchy, the measures identified in the SEA 

for the Development Plans have also been considered in this assessment, with some modification 

where appropriate. 

A series of Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) have been prepared in line with current guidance 

and also with specific reference to the SEA for the WMDEDP (refer to Table 6.1). The SEOs provide a 

basis for the assessment of the environmental effects of the WMDEDP and are framed in such a manner 

as to enable the WMDEDP to be fully assessed in environmental terms. 

SEOs are distinct from the strategic objectives within the WMDEDP, although they often overlap and 

are developed from international, national and regional policies which generally govern environmental 

protection objectives. These high‐level SEOs are paired with specific targets which can be monitored 

using indicators (see Section 10 of this Report). 

Table 6.1 Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEO’s) for the WMDEDP 

Theme 
 

SEO Code Strategic Environmental Objective 

Biodiversity, 
Flora & Fauna 
(B) 

B1 Ensure compliance with the Habitats and Birds Directives with regard to the 
protection of Natura 2000 Sites and Annex habitats and species15 and no 
adverse effects on the integrity of any European site, with regard to its 
qualifying interests, associated conservation status, structure and function. 
 

B2 Preserve, protect, maintain and where appropriate enhance the terrestrial, 
aquatic and soil biodiversity, including internationally, EU and nationally 
designated sites, habitats and protected species 
 

B3 Ensure WMDEDP does not contradict biodiversity protection, restoration and 
rehabilitation objectives in the Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028. 
 

Population & 
Human Health 
(PHH) 

PHH1 Promote sustainable high-quality tourism within the plan area that supports 
economic development and maximises potential for employment and 
investment. 
 

PHH2 Improve health and wellbeing by provision of recreational and tourism related 
activities. 
 

 
15 ‘Annexed habitats and species’ refer to those listed under Annex I, II & IV of the EU Habitats Directive and Annex I of the 
EU Birds Directive. 



SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

55 
 

Theme 
 

SEO Code Strategic Environmental Objective 

Lands, Soils & 
Geology (LSG) 
 

LSG1 Minimise green field development and protect land and soil resources from 
pollution and degradation. 

Air Quality, 
Noise & 
Climate) ANC) 

ANC1 Maintain and promote continuing improvement in air quality and noise 
emissions through the reduction of emissions. 
 

ANC2 Contribute towards climate adaptation and mitigation and reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions in line with National targets, including Ireland's 
commitment to realising a climate neutral economy by 2050. 
 

Material 
Assets (MA) 

MA1 To contribute towards the protection of public assets and infrastructure, 
ensure new developments are served with adequate and appropriate critical 
infrastructure with sufficient capacity (drinking water, wastewater, waste and 
transport) that does not present a danger to human health. 
 

MA2 Promote sustainable waste management, minimisation and recovery. 
 

MA3 Promote sustainable transportation including increased use of public transport 
and active travel measures. 
 

Architectural, 
Archaeological 
& Cultural 
Heritage 
(AACH) 

AACH1 Protect and avoid impact on places, features and landscapes of cultural and 
archaeological importance, including entries to the Record of Monuments and 
Places (RMP). 
 

AACH2 Protect and avoid impact on places, features, buildings and landscapes of 
architectural heritage, (including entries to the Record of Protected Structures 
(RPS) and National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAHs)). 
 

Water (W) W1 Protect, maintain and where necessary improve water quality and the 
management of watercourses, groundwater and the marine environment, in 
compliance with the requirements of the WFD objectives and measures. 
 

W2 Implement and comply with the provisions of the Flood Risk Management and 
Sustainable Drainage Systems Guidelines to avoid inappropriate 
development in areas at risk of flooding. 
 

Landscape & 
Visuals (LV) 

LV1 To protect landscape character, minimise the loss of historic landscape 
features such as mature trees and hedgerows and scenic views. 
 

LV2 Avoid impacts on the statutory landscape & visual designations as identified 
in the Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028. 
 

 

7 Assessment of Alternatives 

In accordance with Schedule 2 of S.I.435 of 2004 (as amended), the ER is required to provide: “an 

outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a description of how the assessment 

was undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) 

encountered in compiling the required information. “This section presents the environmental 

assessment of the alternatives considered in the development of the Draft WMDEDP. 

7.1 Description of Alternatives 

Alternatives are required to be reasonable, realistic and capable of implementation. They are required 

to be set at the appropriate level at which the Draft Plan will be implemented, operating within the 

planning hierarchy i.e., the higher the level, the more strategic the options are likely to be.  Reasonable 

alternatives were considered by Fáilte Ireland, taking into account the objectives and geographic scope 

of the Draft WMDEDP. 
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The alternatives considered by Fáilte Ireland are:  

1. Alternative 1 – Do Nothing: Continue without the development of a plan.  

2. Alterative 2A - Do-Something:  Prepare a plan without environmental consideration. 

3. Alternative 2B - Do-Something: Prepare a plan with environmental consideration.  

 

7.1.1 Alternative 1: Do-nothing 

 
Under this option tourism in the area would continue to operate as at present outside of a plan. This 

option continues to support and realise the tourism objectives set out in the Mayo County Development 

Plan, but neglects to address the environmental impacts of the implementation of these plans.   

Tourism-related development would continue in a business-as-usual approach, with planning and 

consent obtained through existing statutory planning and consent framework under the local authority 

development plan process.  Potential negative impacts on environmental factors would continue to be 

mitigated through that process.   

 

7.1.2 Alternative 2A: Prepare a plan without environmental consideration 

The do-something option, preparation of a plan without specific environmental considerations, involves 

implementing some changes to tourism planning in the WMDEDP region.  This alternative would result 

in the development of a tourism plan involving coordination with various stakeholders, including local 

authorities, government agencies, tourism operators, communities and visitors, to better manage and 

plan for tourism in the plan area.  

A Plan would help to promote new experiences, relieving some pressure from existing sites but leading 

to land use changes as a result of such developments which would not be strategically assessed in 

advance of being proposed.  Notwithstanding this, the existing statutory planning and consent 

framework would address this issue, however, the promotion of tourism experiences without adequately 

considering the environment in advance of the planning consent process could lead to delays in 

projects. 

Alternative 2A details the development of tourism across the plan area and towards the objectives of 

the Draft Plan without specific inclusion of environmental mitigation as part of the plan making process.  

Alternative 2A would therefore, not offer any environmental mitigation strategies outside of consent-

granting framework requirements. 

7.1.3 Alternative 2B: Prepare a plan with environmental consideration 

Alternative 2B includes the consideration of environmental mitigation as part of the Draft Plan. Under 

this option, Fáilte Ireland would require stakeholders to develop projects in a coordinated manner 

considering environmental protection, environmental management, and sustainable development from 

the outset.  Environmental requirements would include requirements under existing legislation, plans 

and policies but would also consider the assessment of existing environmental pressures and threats 

which in turn informs the development of the Plan and specific projects.   

This alternative would have a more robust procedure where the Plan is developed to consider 

environmental protection and sustainability in a holistic manner and from the outset. Projects would be 

developed in a coordinated approach to ensure adequate environmental considerations and mitigation 

is applied, where necessary, including those outside of the planning system.  These include: 

• Embedded mitigation (changes to the plan/text itself).  

• Development of visitor management strategies. 

• Integration of blue and green infrastructure and ecosystem services.  
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7.2 Assessment Methodology 

The assessment of the alternatives described in Section 7.1 was undertaken with regard to the SEOs 

from Section 6 and the baseline established in Section 5.  The environmental assessment accounts for 

all potential significant effects across all environmental factors.  The assessment is to identify and 

compare the likely significant effects on the environment of each alternative, identify which alternative 

has the greatest potential to have negative and/or positive impacts on the environment while also 

achieving the plan objectives.  

The implementation of each alternative will be assessed alongside associated environmental 

assessments and consent applications for relevant plans and projects, limiting the degree to which 

impacts can be predicted at this stage.  Therefore, the impacts on all SEOs are considered together.  

The environmental assessment of the alternatives is undertaken for all SEOs in Table 7.1.  

The potential effects of the reasonable alternatives on the SEOs categorised as follows: 

• Potential Positive Environmental Impact (indicated by '+') 

• Potential Negative Environmental Impact (indicated by '-') 

• Potential Positive and Negative Environmental Impacts (indicated by '+/-'). 

• Uncertain Environmental Impact ((indicated by '?'). 

• Neutral, No or Insignificant Environmental Impact (indicated by '0 

Table 7.1 Assessment of Alternatives for the WMDEDP 

Alternative Description Environmental 
Assessment of 

All SEOs 

Environmental Evaluation 

Alternative 1: 

Do-nothing 

No plan is developed; 
tourism development 
would continue 
business as usual. 
Tourism development 
would follow the 
County Mayo 
Development Plan. 

+/-  This alternative would lead to 
uncoordinated tourism development across 
the county. With no plan, the objectives of 
the Draft Plan and the full economic 
potential for tourism across the county and 
throughout the year would likely not be 
realised.   

Furthermore, the potential environmental 
effects of this alternative are expected to 
result in more negative environmental 
effects than positive.  

Alternative 2A: 

Prepare a plan 
without 
Environmental 
Consideration 

Tourism in the Plan 
area will be actioned 
through the 
preparation of a plan, 
without 
environmental 
considerations. 

+/- ?  Alternative 2A will deliver on many aspects 
of the Draft Plan objectives, especially 
those related to expanding regional 
tourism, creating new experiences and 
opportunities for visitors, and encouraging 
longer stays.  

This alternative may also give rise to 
unexpected environmental effects, 
uncertainty, positive, or negative effects 
from a lack of environmental consideration.   

It is likely this Alternative will have more 
negative effects on the environment than 
the other alternatives and/or result in 
delays to new proposals in areas that may 
not be suitable or prepared for 
development without mitigation.   

Alternative 2B: 

Prepare a plan 
with 
Environmental 
Consideration 

Tourism in the Plan 
area will be actioned 
through the 
preparation of a plan, 
with environmental 
considerations. 

+/- Alternative 2B supports the objectives of 
the Draft Plan by encouraging the 
sustainable growth of tourism and 
economic potential of the Plan area. 

It is anticipated that Alternative 2B will 
result in more positive than negative 
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Alternative Description Environmental 
Assessment of 

All SEOs 

Environmental Evaluation 

environmental effects. This is due to the 
considerations of environmental effects as 
part of the preparation of the Plan and 
opportunity for mitigation and monitoring of 
effects. Alternative 2B is the preferred 
option from an environmental perspective 
and delivery of the Draft Plan objectives.  

 

7.3 Preferred Alternative 

It is likely that Alternative 1 will have more negative environmental effects than positive and so, 

Alternative 1 does not deliver positive benefits for tourism in the Plan area. 

Alternative 2A will deliver effective benefit and response for tourism in the Plan area, but without 

ensuring environmental protection. 

Alternative 2B will deliver effective benefit and response for tourism in the Plan area, whilst at the same 

providing for sustainable development and environmental protection. 

Given the tourism and environmental benefits, Alternative 2B is selected as the preferred approach.   
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8 Assessment of the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP 

The WMDEDP has been subject to an assessment for potential effects arising from the implementation 

of the Plan on the baseline environment as characterised and described in Section 5 of this Report. The 

assessment is carried out having regard to the Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) established 

for the aspects of the baseline environment which have potential to be impacted by the WMDEDP. 

These Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) are detailed in Section 6 of this Report. 

The SEA Directive requires the Environmental Report to include information on the likely significant 

effects on the environment, including on issues such as biodiversity, fauna, flora, population, human 

health, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and 

archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors. 

8.1 Assessment Methodology 

The assessment is undertaken using an assessment matrix with a commentary provided under the 

assessment to aid the reader in understanding the rationale for assigning the potential effects.   

Table 8.1 sets out the assessment criteria or questions used as guidance for the assessment team.  

The assessment criteria, in the form of questions, can assist in identifying the potential significant effects 

of the Draft Plan on each environmental factor. 

Table 8.1 Assessment Questions  

SEOs Assessment Criteria/Questions 

Biodiversity, Flora and 
Fauna 

Is there potential to result in significant or adverse effects (direct or 
indirect) on:  

• European; (Natura 2000) or species protected in Annex II and IV of 
Habitats Directive and Annex I of Birds Directive?  

• Nationally designated sites NHA’s and pNHAs?  

• Local, county or national biodiversity including Biodiversity Action 
Plan objectives? 

• Is there potential to improve /increase biodiversity protection? 

• Is there potential for construction works that may impact biodiversity? 

Population and 
Human Health  

Is there potential to:  

• Affect public health and quality of life in terms of improved access to 
tourism, recreational, amenity facilities/resources (shops, retail etc) 
and other community facilities?  

• Reduce journey time to above facilities?  

• Improve access to tourists to rural locations / populations?  

• Improve quality of travel and access to information for visitors?  

• Raise public awareness of opportunities for more sustainable 
transport or more active travel to tourist destinations?  

• Increase impacts on local populations including public health and 
wellbeing from increased tourist related effects i.e. pressure on the 
availability of permanent accommodation for locals/workforce, traffic 
congestion levels, noise and air quality emissions?  

• Support local economic development for employment and community 
facilities?  

• Support and enhance access and development of tourism and 
recreation (including water-based recreation)?  

• Improve the tourism offering and disperse the benefits of tourism to 
new areas?   

Water Is there potential for:  

• Deterioration of waterbody status or conflict with or contribute to 
potential to achieve WFD objectives for achieving “Good” status 
(groundwater and surface water and transitional water bodies)?  

• Increased flood risk or result in loss of flood plain? 
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SEOs Assessment Criteria/Questions 

• Improvements of blue infrastructure and nature-based solutions  

• Improvement in water quality in areas impacted by tourism activities 
(e.g. beaches, coastal areas, river-based activities) 

Air Quality  Is there potential to:  

• Contribute to improvements to air quality or to increase air pollution?  

• Breach air quality standards? 

Climate (adaption and 
mitigation) 

Is there potential to:  

• Significantly increase the level of construction and/or operational 
carbon emissions?  

• Contribute to reducing emissions and meeting future emission 
reduction targets?  

• Increase vulnerability to climate change of the environment to climate 
change? 

• Increase resilience and adaptation of the environment to climate 
change? 

Land and Soils Is there potential for:  

• Impacts on designated geological heritage sites/features? 

• Impact on valuable greenfield sites/ valuable soils or geological 
resources?  

• Remediation of contaminated land or reuse of brownfield sites?  

• Impacts on land use zoning?  

Material Assets Is there potential for:  

• Pressure on critical infrastructure (water, wastewater, transportation 
networks/services, energy, internet capacity)?  

• Impacts on existing tourism assets, businesses or agricultural land?  

• The increase and/or avoidance/minimisation of resource 
consumption (i.e. does it support the circular economy)? 

Architectural, 
Archaeological and 
Cultural Heritage  

Is there potential to:  

• Cause direct damage to, or detract from the setting of, designated 
cultural heritage assets, or does this contribute to protecting them 
(including marine based archaeology, protected bridges and railway 
corridors and/ or undiscovered archaeology)? 

• Increase connectivity and appreciation of cultural heritage assets? 

Landscape Is there potential to:  

• Affect sensitive landscapes such as seascapes, townscapes and 
river views or visual amenity, for example are there impacts to 
landscape protection zones or scenic views or routes? 

• Cause any significant landscape changes or new viewpoints made 
available?  

 

The outline and structure of the draft plan can be referenced in Figure 2.1. The next section of this 

report looks further at assessing the Vision, Objectives and Destination Development Themes through 

their corresponding catalyst projects and supporting initiatives. These are assessed against the SEOs 

as set out in Chapter 6. 
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Table 8.2 Assessment of WMDEDP – Vision 

Vision Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  

Uncertain 
Effects  

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  

Mitigation 
Required 

“A place that captivates the soul, Wild Mayo is recognised as a spectacular outdoors destination offering 
immersive wilderness and adventure for all. From its stunning coastlines to its rugged boglands, the 
region offers a landscape that inspires creativity and invites exploration. Rich in history, heritage, and 
culture, Wild Mayo brings its stories to life through immersive trails, vibrant communities, and celebrated 
traditions. The Irish language is protected and proudly spoken, adding depth and authenticity to every 
experience. Whether walking ancient paths, connecting with local craftspeople, or simply breathing in 
the wild Atlantic air, visitors leave with a sense of wonder, and a longing to return.” 
 

PHH1, 
PHH2 

  B1, B2, B3,  
LSG1,   
W1, W2, ANC1, 
ANC2, 
MA1 MA2, MA3,  
CH1, CH2,  
LV1, LV2 

No 

Commentary/Potential Environmental Effects 
This vision statement sets a target objective for destination experience and tourism in the draft Plan region. This will support and underpin the local tourism economy, industry and 
associated workers. No specific projects are associated with the statement, and therefore the effect on the remaining environmental themes and SEOs will be neutral. 

 

Table 8.3 Assessment of WMDEDP – Objectives 

Objectives Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

• Align with the Regional Development Strategy objectives. 

• Leverage existing attractions and create new experiences to encourage year-round 
exploration. 

• Strengthen towns and villages – developing them as animated, well-serviced hubs for all travel 
modes. 

• Celebrate environment and heritage – fostering appreciation for North Mayo’s natural and 
cultural legacy and championing sustainable and slow tourism models. 

• Elevate the Gaeltacht – positioning it as a cornerstone of cultural heritage. 

• Create strong tourism infrastructure and well serviced amenities around the abundant natural 
assets to meet the demands of visitor and community users 

PHH1, PHH2   B1, B2, B3,  
LSG1,   
W1, W2, 
ANC1, ANC2, 
MA1 MA2, 
MA3,  
CH1, CH2,  
LV1, LV2 

No 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
The objectives reference how the Vision will be delivered. Notably, increasing tourists to these locations has the potential to negatively affect these sites, However, the objectives 
may also promote the protection, preservation and enhancement of these sites. There is the potential for positive and/or negative significant effects on a variety of environmental 
elements. However, recognition of County Mayo as an outdoor activity destination may integrate biodiversity initiatives and management, increasing awareness of local biodiversity 
and as a result, also promote/enhance biodiversity. The support for and proposed increase in international tourists is likely to have negative effects on air quality and climate due to 
the increase in greenhouse gases (GHGs) from international travel and current overreliance on private car travel. These objectives are more appropriately assessed in the detail of 
the plan. No specific projects are associated with the statement, and therefore no mitigation is suggested.  
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Table 8.4 Assessment of WMDEDP -Our Wild Adventure - Catalyst Projects – The Ceide Coastal Path & Downpatrick Head & Supporting Actions 

Catalyst Projects – The Ceide Coastal Path & Downpatrick Head & Supporting Actions Potential Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
 

PHH1, PHH2, B1, B2, B3, 
AACH1, AACH2, ANC1, 
ANC2, MA1, MA3, LSG1 

B1, B2, B3,  
AACH1, AACH2, 
W1, W2, 
LSG1  

LV1, LV2  Yes 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 

The influence of increased tourism movement and investment, as well as outdoor activities and facilities at this location has the potential to both positively and negatively influence all 
environmental factors to some degree or another.  

The development of new and existing coastal pathways has the potential to contribute to sustainable mobility and a better management of movements in sensitive areas, thereby 
benefiting various environmental components including habitats at certain locations. There is potential for positive effects through connecting and promoting cultural heritage assets and 
natural assets through green infrastructure. While the overall intention is positive, resulting actions could have negative or uncertain effects for biodiversity, water, land & soils, landscape 
and visual, material assets and air & noise. The development of this project might result in negative environmental effects that would, if unmitigated, have the potential to arise from both 
the construction and operation of such developments and/or their ancillary infrastructure. These types of infrastructure have potential to be located in ecologically and visually sensitive 
areas adjacent to the banks of rivers and streams or along the coast. These works can also potentially result in the spread of invasive species. Increased tourism in these locations would 
also require adequate provision of critical infrastructure. Mitigation measures in the form of proper planning, assessment at project level, implementation of visitor management and 
monitoring for same will be required.   
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Catalyst Projects – The Ceide Coastal Path & Downpatrick Head & Supporting Actions Potential Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, PHH2, B1, B2, B3, 
AACH1, AACH2, ANC1, 
ANC2, MA1, MA2, MA3, 
LSG1 

B1, B2, B3, 
AACH1, AACH2, 
W1, W2, 
LSG1 

  Yes 
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Catalyst Projects – The Ceide Coastal Path & Downpatrick Head & Supporting Actions Potential Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
The development and execution of this masterplan will result in positive effects on population and human health. It will also provide other environmental benefits and positive effects 
through visitor management, education, interpretation and sustainable travel measures and provision of critical infrastructure.  However, it should also be noted that there is the possibility 
for negative impacts resulting from construction and in providing additional visitor facilities, the increase in visitor numbers to such areas can also have unintended negative impacts on 
landscape, biodiversity etc. Mitigation measures in the form of proper planning, assessment at project level, implementation of visitor management and monitoring for same will be 
required.   
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Table 8.5 Assessment of WMDEDP -Our Wild Adventure - Catalyst Projects – The Western Way & North Mayo Trails Network & Supporting Actions 

Catalyst Projects – The Western Way & North Mayo Trails Network & Supporting 
Actions 

Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
B1, B2, 
B3, 
ANC1, 
ANC2, 
MA1, 
MA3,  

 

B1, B2, B3, 
AACH1, 
AACH2, 
W1, W2, 
LSG1 
L1, L2 

  Yes 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
The continued development of the Western Way (linking existing greenways, trails and walking and cycling routes, including those within and between existing 
destinations and developing new sections with associated infrastructure and accommodation), has the potential to contribute to sustainable mobility, reduction in 
emissions and a better management of visitor movements in sensitive areas, thereby benefiting various environmental components including habitats at certain 
locations. It would also have positive impact on the human population. 
The development of this project, however, may result in uncertain environmental effects that would, if unmitigated, have the potential to arise from both the 
construction and operation of such developments and/or their ancillary infrastructure. These types of infrastructure have potential to be located in ecologically and 
visually sensitive areas adjacent to the banks of rivers and streams or along the coast. More detail at project assessment would be required to further clarify. 
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Catalyst Projects – The Western Way & North Mayo Trails Network & Supporting 
Actions 

Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

Therefore mitigation measures are required. Mitigation measures in the form of proper planning, assessment at project level, implementation of visitor management 
and monitoring for same will be required.   

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
B1, B2, 
B3, 
ANC1, 
ANC2, 
MA1, 
MA3,  

 

B1, B2, B3, 
AACH1, 
AACH2, 
W1, W2, 
LSG1 
L1, L2 

  Yes 
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Catalyst Projects – The Western Way & North Mayo Trails Network & Supporting 
Actions 

Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
The development of a trails strategy would offer a planned and structured way to help ensure that there is proper planning, stakeholder enegagement and 
environmental protection integrated into this trails network. Opportunity to link such trails could be of benefit to biodiversity,human health, air quality and climate 
alike enhancing green infrastructre, ecosysyem services and sustainable tranpsort.  
The development of this project, however, may result in uncertain environmental effects that would, if unmitigated, have the potential to arise from both the 
construction and operation of such developments and/or their ancillary infrastructure. These types of infrastructure have potential to be located in ecologically and 
visually sensitive areas adjacent to the banks of rivers and streams or along the coast. More detail at project assessment would be required to further clarify. 
Therefore mitigation measures would be required. 
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Table 8.6 Assessment of WMDEDP -Our Wild Adventure -Supporting Initiatives  

Our Wild Adventure – Supporting Initiatives-Water Based Activities Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
MA1, MA2, 
MA3 

B1, B2, B3, 
AACH1, 
AACH2, 
W1, W2, 
LSG1, 
L1, L2, 
ANC1, ANC2 

  Yes 
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Our Wild Adventure – Supporting Initiatives-Water Based Activities Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
An assessment and action list for upgrade of all piers in the draft Plan area would certianly be of benefit and have potisitve impacts for the human poulation. This would  improve 
safety, open up coastal waters to water based activities and potenitally increase visitor numbers which would benefit tourism. In additn for some sites the upgrade of exiting 
wastewater facilities would have somewhat of a postive impact on water quality and associated environemtnal benefits.  
However for the majority of the piers and sites and proposed works listed above they may result in uncertain environmental effects, that would if unmitigated, have potenital to arise 
from both construction and operation. The majority of these sites are located in highly enviornmentally senstive marine locations and increasing visitor numbers could have impacts 
on biodiversity, water quality, landscape , cultral heritage, spread of invasive species etc. Therefore mitigation measures are required. Mitigation measures in the form of proper 
planning, assessment at project level, implementation of visitor management and monitoring for same will be required.  In some instance carry capacity for some sites such as 
island sites will need to be implemented and working with conservation projects at such sites is vital to ensure conservation of such sites is a priority.  
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Our Wild Adventure – Supporting Initiatives-Water Based Activities Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

Initiatives to Support Angling      

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
MA1, MA2, 
MA3, 
W1, W2, 
B1, B2, B3 

B1, B2, B3, 
AACH1, AACH2 
L1, L2, 
 

 LSG1, 
ANC1, 
ANC2 

 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
Initiatives to support angling in the draft Plan area would have a positive effect on human population and material assets with the investment in providing upgraded angling 
infrastructure and opportunity. This would also benefit local tourism economy. There is opportunity for education through angling and recreation to highlight the importance of having 
excellent quality water bodies. This would also have benefits for biodiversity in the aquatic environment where there would be a requirement for excellent water quality to sustain 
such fish life.  
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Our Wild Adventure – Supporting Initiatives-Water Based Activities Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

However, there are also potential for negative environmental effects where beyond the aquatic environment, other sensitive sites and biodiversity may be impacted e.g. clearing 
bushes, erecting foot bridges and potentially altering sensitive landscapes and cultural heritage, invasive species. Mitigation measures would therefore be required to ensure all 
proposals are planned, assessed and implemented with all environmental receptors in mind.  

Initiatives to strengthen Lough Conn and Lough Cullen water trail and eco-adventure 
 

     

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
MA1, MA2, 
MA3 
B1, B2, B3 
ANC1, ANC2 
W1, W2 

B1, B2, B3,  
W1, W2 
 

 LSG1, 
LSG2, 
AACH1, 
AACH2 
L1, L2, 
 

Yes 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
Initiatives to enahnce Lough Conn and Cullen for water trials and eco adventure would likely have postive impacts for human, health, material assets and more 
sustaianble modes of movement (green and blue infrastructure) and the resulting tourism sector. If worked through a cross- community stakeholder group this could 
also have benefits for protection of senstive waters and biodiversity including bird life and offer opporutnity for environmental education and awareness. 
As with any proposals to develop infrastructure and attract more visitors to environmentally sensitive sites there is potenital for negative environmental impacts. This 
could result from construction and operation of associated infrastructure but also from increased visitor numnber causing disturbance (noise, light, presense) to 
wildlife, potential for spread of invasive species, lack of critical infrastructure leading to potenital pressures and pollution on the nautral enviornment. Mitigation 
measures in the form of proper planning, assessment at project level, consideration for cumulative impacts, implementation of visitor management and monitoring for 
same will be required.   
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Table 8.7 Assessment of WMDEDP - Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Catalyst Project- The Gaeltacht & Associated Actions 

Catalyst Project- The Gaeltacht & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
MA1, MA2, MA3 
L1, L2 

B1, B2, 
B3,  
W1, W2 
 

 ANC1, ANC2 
LSG1, 
AACH1, 
AACH2 
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Catalyst Project- The Gaeltacht & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
Actions proposed in and around Belmullet town including upgrading a tidal pool (and associated infrastructure), developing walking loops, enhancing existing water tower 
structures and increasing accommodation at the local golf club all have potential positive impacts for the local economy and so human population and material assets. 
Enhancement of existing water towers should result in a positive for local landscape quality.   
However, these actions may result in uncertain environmental effects that would, if unmitigated, have the potential to arise from both the construction and operation of 
such developments and/or their ancillary infrastructure. These types of infrastructure have potential to be located in ecologically and visually sensitive areas. Trail 
development may have negative impacts on locally enviromental senstive sites and any development at the golf course may have negative impacts for the local protected 
sand dune and machair systems. Mitigation measures are required for these actions. Mitigation measures in the form of proper planning, assessment at project level, 
implementation of visitor management and monitoring for same will be required, as appropriate. 
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Catalyst Project- The Gaeltacht & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
AACH1, 
AACH2, 
B1, B2, B3 

B1, B2, 
B3,  
W1, W2 

 

 ANC1, ANC2 
LSG1, 
LV1, LV2 
MA1, MA2, 
MA3 

 

Yes 
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Catalyst Project- The Gaeltacht & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
Actions proposed for clusters in the draft Plan area all have potential positive impacts for the human population, cultural heritage and tourism sector. Some of the actions 
relate to supporting activity providers in extending their season and offering supports. The progression of visitor management plan for the Iniskea Island would be a 
potential positive impact for biodiversity and the conservation of protected habitats and species.  
There is opportunity for negative impacts if initiatives and projects are not implemented with correct consent and planning and/or environmental considerations re not 
taken into account e.g. extending the season for activity providers requires careful consideration of wintering species of birds etc.  
Mitigation measures in the form of proper planning, assessment at project level, implementation of visitor management and monitoring for same will be required, as 
appropriate. 
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Table 8.8 Assessment of WMDEDP - Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Catalyst Project- Ballina Town & Associated Actions 

Catalyst Project- Ballina Town & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

 
 

PHH1, PHH2, 
MA1, MA2, 
MA3 
B1, B2, B3 
ANC1, ANC2 
AACH2, 
AACH2 

B1, B2, B3,  
W1, W2 
 

 LSG1, LSG2, 
L1, L2, 
 

Yes 
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Catalyst Project- Ballina Town & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 
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Catalyst Project- Ballina Town & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
Initiatives to enahnce Ballina Quay, create a cultral quarter and further develop other quay sites in the town would likely have postive impacts for human, health, material 
assets, cultral heritage and more sustaianble modes of movement (green and blue infrastructure) and the resulting tourism sector. If worked through a cross- community 
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Catalyst Project- Ballina Town & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

stakeholder group this could also have benefits for protection of senstive waters of the Moy and the Salmon for Life Centre could afford a postive opportunity to provide further 
awareness and education around environmental protection.   
As with any proposals to develop infrastructure and attract more visitors to environmentally sensitive sites such as the River Moy there is potenital for negative environmental 
impacts. This could result from construction and operation of associated infrastructure but also from increased visitor numnber causing disturbance (noise, light, presense) to 
wildlife, potential for spread of invasive species, lack of critical infrastructure leading to potenital pressures and pollution on the nautral enviornment. Mitigation measures in 
the form of proper planning, assessment at project level, consideration for cumulative impacts, implementation of visitor management and monitoring for same will be required.   

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
MA1, MA2, 
MA3 
B1, B2, B3 
ANC1, ANC2 
AACH2, 
AACH2 

B1, B2, B3,  
W1, W2 

 

 LSG1, LSG2, 
L1, L2, 

 

Yes 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
The various actions proposed for Belleek Woods would offer a planned and structured way to help ensure that there is proper planning, stakeholder enegagement and 
environmental protection integrated into the up grade of the site. The output of such actions at this site could be of benefit to biodiversity,human health, air quality and climate 
alike enhancing green infrastructre, ecosysyem services and sustainable tranpsort. This could also enhance cultural heritage of the site. 
The development of this project, however, may result in uncertain environmental effects that would, if unmitigated, have the potential to arise from both the construction and 
operation of such developments and/or their ancillary infrastructure, wth propsoed increases in visitor numbers. These types of infrastructure have potential to be located in 
ecologically and visually sensitive areas adjacent. Therefore mitigation measures would be required in the form of proper planning, where reqired assessment, implementation 
of visitor management and monitoring for same will be relevant. 
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Table 8.9 Assessment of WMDEDP - Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Catalyst Project- Killala Town & Associated Actions 

Catalyst Project- Killala Town & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

 
 
 

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
B1, B2, B3 
ANC1, ANC2 
AACH2, 
AACH2 

  MA1, MA2, 
MA3 

L1, L2 
W1, W2, 
LSG1 

No 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
The development of the tower in Killala Village would bring an overall positive impact to the region from an environmental perspective. The human population and cultural heritage 
element would benefit from the promotional, education and awareness approach to this action. Similar with emphasis being placed on diversity of ecosystems this should also 
benefit biodiversity and its protection.  
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Catalyst Project- Killala Town & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

 

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
MA1, MA2, 
MA3 
B1, B2, B3 

 

AACH2, 
AACH2, 
W1, W2,  
B1, B2, 
B3 

 

 ANC1, ANC2 

LSG1 
LV1, LV2 

 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
This project and proposed action contain a lot of proposals in and around the coastal part of Killala. There would be positive impacts for the human population and resulting 
benefit to the tourism sector and local economy. These would come about from increased tourism related infrastructure (camping and campervan sites and associated critical 
infrastructure). The proper planning of such facilities can have a positive impact for other environmentally sensitive sites discouraging wild camping etc.  
However, there are a number of actions (including development of lands for camping, dredging the harbour etc) that as stated in the action would require in depth environmental 
assessment. There is potential for negative impact on water quality, biodiversity and cultural heritage. Mitigation measures will need to be implemented in the form of detailed 
planning, environmental assessment, cumulative or knock on affects, consideration for invasive species management, implementation of visitor management and monitoring for 
same.  
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Catalyst Project- Killala Town & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, PHH2, 
AACH1, 
AACH2 

B1, B2, 
B3 

 MA1, MA2, 
MA3 
L1, L2 
LSG1 
W1, W2 
ANC1, ACN2 

 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
This project would bring an overall positive impact to the region from an environmental perspective. The human population and cultural heritage element would benefit from the 
promotional, education and awareness approach to this action. Consideration for potential negative impacts on biodiversity form infrastructure development is possible. Therefore, 
suitable mitigation is recommended e.g. proper planning, assessment as required, visitor management plans to be undertaken.  
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Table 8.10 Assessment of WMDEDP - Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Supporting Initiatives 

 Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Supporting Initiatives Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

Networking storytelling and visitor/interpretive centres 

 

 
 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
AACH1, 
AACH2 

 ANC1, ACN2 MA1, MA2, 
MA3 
L1, L2 
LSG1 
W1, W2 
B1, B2, B3 

 

No 
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 Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Supporting Initiatives Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 
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 Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Supporting Initiatives Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
Actions set out here relate to enhancing the story telling aspect of the draft Plan area in order to create connectivity and have visitors spend more time in a wider area. This is 
further boosted by plans to improve and revamp visitor centres. Overall, this aspect of the draft Plan would have a positive impact for the tourism sector and therefore human 
population. Cultural heritage would also benefit from the progress of these projects.  
There may be some element of negative impact in terms of travel and its impact on climate. Relevant mitigation to ensure safeguarding of the environment would be to ensure 
environmental protection forms part of the thread of stories as well as forming elements of interpretation in visitor centres.  
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 Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Supporting Initiatives Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

Strengthening Emerging Sectors      

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
B1, B2, 
B3 

 B1, B2, B3 
L1, L2 
AACH1, 
AACH2 

MA1, MA2, 
MA3 
LSG1 
W1, W2 
ANC1, ANC2. 
 
 

Possibly 
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 Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Supporting Initiatives Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
This collective of art projects would bring an overall positive impact to the region from an environmental perspective. The human population, cultural heritage, biodiversity, water 
and landscape could all benefit from the promotional, education and awareness approach to this action. 
A strong element in the proposed actions is education and promotion of the environment and ecology of the region. 
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 Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Supporting Initiatives Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

It is important when considering the improvement of Tir Saile or any other art themes trail, that possible impacts on biodiversity, water quality and landscape are considered and 
relevant mitigation is applied.   

 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
ANC1, 
ANC2 
LSG1 

  AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
MA1, MA2, 
MA3 
 

 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
This set of actions would bring an overall positive impact to the region from an environmental perspective. Organic, sustainable and locally sourced foods would have positive 
benefits for the natural environment including water quality, biodiversity, soil and climate. In addition, the human population should see positive health benefits as well as locally 
economic advantages to producing foods at or close to source of consumption. No mitigation is proposed.  



SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

89 
 

 Our Heritage of Life Land and Sea - Supporting Initiatives Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
ANC1, 
ANC2 
LSG1 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 

 

  MA1, MA2, 
MA3 

 

 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
The ethos of this set of actions all centre around ensuring environmental protection and promotion while also promoting sustainable and responsible tourism. This should offer 
benefits to most if not all aspects of the environment. It is important that in promoting and educating about the natural environment that appropriately educated and informed 
individuals are doing so. No mitigation is suggested. 
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Table 8.11 Assessment of WMDEDP -Our Vibrant & Connected Destination - Catalyst Project- Accommodation 

Catalyst Project- Building Capacity & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
 

B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
LSG1 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
MA1, 
MA2, 
MA3 
 

 ANC1, 
ANC2 
 

Yes 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
This action centre around the requirement for additional accommodation to successfully grow the tourism sector for the draft Plan area. Some of the proposals relate 
to repurposing and upgrades etc. This would be positive for some elements of the environment including the human population. However, there is also potential 
unknown or negative effects on the population if this accommodation conflicts with the development of residential properties for the area, so could conversely have 
negative impacts on the human population in this regard. There could also be potential significant negative effects as a result of an increase of resource consumption 
and pressure on existing infrastructure and utilities in the area, if not developed.  
Developing niche visitor accommodation options in rural destinations could impact greenfield sites and could reduce soil resources, negatively impacting soils, 
biodiversity, water quality and landscape. However, the objective to grow the accommodation base in destination towns will support compact sustainable development 
within existing settlements. Mitigation would therefore be required to ensure proper planning, management and assessment.  
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Catalyst Project- Building Capacity & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 

 

B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
LSG1 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
MA1, 
MA2, 
MA3 

 

 ANC1, 
ANC2 

 

Yes 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects  
This action centre around the requirement for additional accommodation to successfully grow the tourism sector for the draft Plan area. Some of the proposals relate 
to repurposing and upgrades etc. This would be positive for some elements of the environment including the human population. However, there is also potential 
unknown or negative effects on the population if this accommodation conflicts with the development of residential properties for the area, so could conversely have 
negative impacts on the human population in this regard. There could also be potential significant negative effects as a result of an increase of resource consumption 
and pressure on existing infrastructure and utilities in the area, if not developed.  
Developing niche visitor accommodation options in rural destinations could impact greenfield sites and could reduce soil resources, negatively impacting soils, 
biodiversity, water quality and landscape. However, the objective to grow the accommodation base in destination towns will support compact sustainable development 
within existing settlements. Mitigation would therefore be required to ensure proper planning, management and assessment.  
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Catalyst Project- Building Capacity & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
MA1, 
MA2, 
MA3 

 

  LSG1 
ANC1, 
ANC2 

 

No 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
This proposal would see benefits for much of the environment. It would allow for increased structured tourism with benefit for the local community, protection of 
biodiversity, water quality and landscape and would also allow for proper management of material assets including waste and wastewater. Such facilities should be 
sited suitably and but through proper planning, assessment and management sustainably. 
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Table 8.12 Assessment of WMDEDP -Our Vibrant & Connected Destination - Catalyst Project- Building Capacity 

Catalyst Project- Building Capacity & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2 

  B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
ANC1, 
ANC2 
LSG1 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
MA1, 
MA2, 
MA3 
 
 

 

No 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
This action will support in raising awareness regarding tourism and successfully implementing the Plan itself. It provides economic benefits to the plan areas 
population. No negative or uncertain environmental effects arise and therefore, mitigation is not required. 
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Catalyst Project- Building Capacity & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
ANC1, 
ANC2 

 

  B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
LSG1 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
MA1, 
MA2, 
MA3 

 

No 
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Catalyst Project- Building Capacity & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 
Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
This action will support in raising awareness regarding tourism and successfully implementing the Plan itself. It provides economic benefits to the plan areas 
population. No negative or uncertain environmental effects arise and therefore, mitigation is not required. It will encourage participation in Fis Climate Action 
Programme and so could have positive impacts for both climate and human population. No mitigation required.  
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Table 8.13 Assessment of WMDEDP -Our Vibrant & Connected Destination -Supporting Initiatives 

Catalyst Project- Building Capacity & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
MA1, 
MA2, 
MA3 
ANC1, 
ANC2 

 

  B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
LSG1 

 

No 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
These actions would all contribute positively towards the human population, climate and material assets. While there will be emissions from such modes of transport 
this is preferable to single car usage for which this area currently heavily relies on for tourism. No mitigation is suggested. 
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Catalyst Project- Building Capacity & Associated Actions Potential 
Positive 
Effects  
 

Potential 
Negative 
Effects  
 

Uncertain 
Effects 
 

No 
Likely / 
Neutral 
Effects  
 

Mitigation 
Required 

 

PHH1, 
PHH2, 
MA1, 
MA2, 
MA3 
ANC1, 
ANC2 

 

 B1, B2, 
B3 
W1, W2 
AACH1, 
AACH2. 
L1, L2 
LSG1 

 

 No 

Commentary/ Potential Environmental Effects 
These actions would all contribute positively towards the human population, climate and material assets. While there will be emissions from such modes of transport 
this is preferable to single car usage for which this area currently heavily relies on for tourism. No mitigation is suggested. 
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8.2 Overall Findings 

Table 8.13 summarizes the main findings of the environmental effects that might arise from the draft 

Plan provisions.   

The overall conclusions for this section are as follows: 

• The Plan contributes towards Compliance with Environmental Legislation and Guidelines 

• The Plan provides for Environmental Protection and Management 

• The Plan is likely to contribute towards, in combination with other governmental policies, plans etc., 
an increase in greenhouse gas emissions – although such increases will be mitigated 

• The Plan is Consistent with the existing Statutory Decision-Making and Consent Granting 
Framework 

• Potentially Significant Adverse Effects will be mitigated
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Table 8.14 Overall Findings – Environmental Effects arising from draft Plan Provisions 

Environmental 
Component 

Environmental Effects, in combination with the existing statutory planning/decision-making and consent-granting framework16 
 

SEO 
Codes 

Significant Positive Effect, likely to 
occur 

Potential Significant Adverse Effect, if 
unmitigated 

Residual Adverse Non -Significant Effect 

Biodiversity, 
Flora & Fauna 

• Contribution towards the protection and 
management of biodiversity and flora 
and fauna (in designated sites, 
including European Sites and Wildlife 
Sites, and Annexed habitats and 
species, listed species, ecological 
connectivity and non-designated 
habitats) including through: 
- Visitor management strategies; and 
- DEDP requirements for 

environmental protection and 
management. 

• Contributes towards the maintenance of 
existing green infrastructure and its 
ecosystem services. 

• Contribution towards protection of 
biodiversity and flora and fauna as a 
result of contributing towards the 
protection of environmental vectors, air, 
water and soil 
 

Arising from both construction and operation of 
tourism related development/activities: 

• Loss of/damage to biodiversity in designated 
sites (including European Sites and Wildlife 
Sites) and Annexed habitats and species, listed 
species, ecological connectivity and non-
designated habitats, and disturbance to 
biodiversity and flora and fauna. 

• Habitat loss, fragmentation and deterioration, 
including patch size and edge effects; and 

• Disturbance (e.g. due to noise and lighting 
along transport corridors) and displacement of 
protected species such as birds and bats 

• Loss of an extent of non-protected 
habitats and species arising from the 
replacement of seminatural land covers 
with artificial surfaces arising from 
projects consented through the statutory 
planning/consent-granting framework. 

• Losses or damage to ecology (these 
would be incompliance with relevant 
legislation; and mitigated as projects 
would demonstrate compliance with 
various environmental protection and 
management measures) 

B1, B2, 
B3 

Population & 
Human Health 

• Contribution towards the protection of 
human health including through DEDP 
requirements for environmental 
protection and management. 

• Contribution towards the protection of 
human health as a result of not 
directing additional tourists towards 
specific locations in instances where 
significant problems with critical 
infrastructure (drinking water, 

• Potential interactions if effects upon 
environmental vectors such as water are not 
mitigated. 

• Potential interactions if additional tourists are 
directed towards specific locations in instances 
where significant problems with critical 
infrastructure (drinking water, wastewater, waste 
and transport) have been identified 

 

• Potential interactions with residual 
effects on environmental vectors. This 
has been mitigated by provisions that 
have been integrated into the Plan, 
including those relating to sustainable 
development, environmental protection 
and environmental management. 

PHH1 
PHH2 

 
16 Effects include in-combination effects – those arising from services, infrastructure and other development (to service development, including tourism) that are planned for and consented through the 

statutory framework including the NPF, RSES and lower-tier land use plans. Examples may include developments/operation of developments relating to water services, transport, access or accommodation. 

Mitigation includes that which has been integrated into the Plan – please refer to Section 9 of this report. 
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Environmental 
Component 

Environmental Effects, in combination with the existing statutory planning/decision-making and consent-granting framework16 
 

SEO 
Codes 

Significant Positive Effect, likely to 
occur 

Potential Significant Adverse Effect, if 
unmitigated 

Residual Adverse Non -Significant Effect 

wastewater, waste and transport) have 
been identified. 

• Contribution towards the protection 
amenity usage and access. 

• Contribution towards the sustainable 
growth of tourism and associated 
sustenance and growth of communities 
within the draft Plan area  

Land, Soils & 
Geology 

• Various provisions (e.g. relating to 
maintaining the wildness of areas that 
have not yet been developed) help to 
minimise land-take and loss of extent of 
soil resource. 

• Contribution towards the protection of the 
environment from contamination. 

• Adverse impacts upon the hydrogeological and 
ecological function of the soil resource.  

• Potential for increase in coastal /riverbank 
erosion. 

 

• Loss of an extent of soil function arising 
from the replacement of semi-natural 
land covers with artificial surfaces and 
from sea level rise/coastal erosion 

LSG1 

Air Quality, 
Noise & Climate 

 
• Contribution towards climate adaptation 

and mitigation through measures relating 

to:• 

• Walking and cycling; and 

• Contribution towards European and 
national objectives for climate 
adaptation and mitigation, taking into 
account a wide range of detailed 
measures including those relating to 
resilience. 

• Potential conflict, in combination with plans 
and programmes from all sectors including 
transport and land use planning, between 
increases in visitors (which is likely to result in 
an increase in greenhouse gas emissions and 
other emissions to air, including from aviation, 
with associated interactions with climatic 
factors) and local, national and European 
objectives to reduce carbon emissions. 

• Potential conflicts between transport 
movements, including car movements, and air 
quality 

 

• An increase in travel related greenhouse 
gas and other emissions to air, including 
from aviation. This has been mitigated by 
provisions that have been integrated into 
the Plan, including those relating to 
sustainable mobility and compliance with 
the Climate Action Plan and the National 
Climate Change Adaptation Framework 
(2018 and any subsequent versions). 

• Risks remain due to uncertainty with 
regard to climate and interactions with 
issues including flooding and material 
assets. 

ANC1 
ANC2 

Material Assets • Contributes towards protection and 
allows for continued use of public 
assets and infrastructure. 

• Contains clear objectives around 
seasonality and regionality which look 
not only to spread the benefits of 
tourism but also the potential impacts/ 
load associated with tourism. 

• Increased number of visitors have the 
potential to increase traffic levels. 

• The need to provide adequate and appropriate 
water services (it is the function of Uisce 
Eireann to provide for such needs).  

• Increases in waste levels and residual wastes 
from visitors and construction of 
developments. 

• Residual wastes to be disposed of in line 
with higher level waste management 
policies. 

• Increased loading on critical 
infrastructure (drinking water, 
wastewater, waste and transport) where 
no significant problems have been 
identified with this infrastructure. 

MA1 
MA2 
MA3 
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Environmental 
Component 

Environmental Effects, in combination with the existing statutory planning/decision-making and consent-granting framework16 
 

SEO 
Codes 

Significant Positive Effect, likely to 
occur 

Potential Significant Adverse Effect, if 
unmitigated 

Residual Adverse Non -Significant Effect 

• Helps to minimise likelihood of 
exceeding capacity immaterial assets 
as a result of not directing additional 
tourists towards specific locations in 
instances where significant problems 
with critical infrastructure (drinking 
water, wastewater, waste and 
transport) have been identified 

• Contribution towards compliance with 
national and regional water services 
and waste management policies 

 

• Potential impacts upon public assets and 
infrastructure. 

• Exceedance of capacity in critical 
infrastructure risks remain due to 
uncertainty with regard to climate – 
however such risks will be mitigated by 
measures that have been integrated into 
the Plan; and the statutory 
planning/consent-granting framework. 

• Any impacts upon public assets and 
infrastructure to comply with statutory 
planning/consent granting framework. 

 

Architectural, 
Archaeological, 
& Cultural 
Heritage 

• Contribution towards the long-term 
protection of archaeological and 
architectural heritage by encouraging 
greater levels of awareness and 
appreciation through, use, 
interpretation and access, in line with 
the requirements relating to the 
protection of cultural heritage including 
entries to the Record of Monuments 
and Places and/or their context; and 
entries to the Records of Protected 
Structures and Architectural 
Conservation Areas and their context 

• Contributes towards protection of 
designated sites of geological heritage 

• Potential effects on designated and 
unknown archaeological heritage.  

• Potential effects on architectural heritage 

• Adverse effects on designated geological 
heritage sites. 

 

• Potential alteration to the context 
and setting of architectural heritage 
however, these will occur 
incompliance with legislation. 

• Potential alteration to the context 
and setting of archaeological 
heritage however, this will occur 
incompliance with legislation. 

• Potential loss of unknown 
archaeology however, this loss will 
be mitigated by measures 
integrated into the Plan 

AACH1 
AACH2 

Water • Contribution towards the protection of 
water resources (including the status of 
surface and groundwaters), bathing 
water quality and water-based 
designations including through 
integrating requirements for 
environmental protection and 
management into the Plan. 

• Contribution towards flood risk 
management and appropriate drainage 

• Adverse impacts upon the status of water 
bodies and entries to the WFD Register of 
Protected Areas (ecological and human 
value), arising from changes in quality, flow 
and/morphology. 

• Increase in flood risk 

• Increased loadings as a result of 
development to comply with River Basin 
Management Plan. 

• Flood related risks remain due to 
uncertainty with regard to extreme 
weather events – however such risks will 
be mitigated by measures that have 
been integrated into the Plan; and the 
statutory planning/consent-granting 
framework 

W1 
W2 
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Environmental 
Component 

Environmental Effects, in combination with the existing statutory planning/decision-making and consent-granting framework16 
 

SEO 
Codes 

Significant Positive Effect, likely to 
occur 

Potential Significant Adverse Effect, if 
unmitigated 

Residual Adverse Non -Significant Effect 

  
Landscape & 
Visuals 

• Contribution towards the protection of 
landscape designations as a result of 
facilitating compliance with relevant 
plans; and maintaining the wildness of 
areas that have not yet been 
developed. 

• Occurrence of adverse visual impacts, 
especially in marine, estuary, island and ridge 
areas where, and conflicts with the 
appropriate protection of statutory 
designations relating to the landscape. 

•  Changes in the appearance of the landscape 

 

• Residual visual effects (these would 
comply with landscape designation 
provisions) 

LV1 
LV2 

 



SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

103 
 

8.3 Interrelationship Between Environmental Factors 

The interactions between the environmental factors are an important consideration for the 

environmental assessment.  Due to the variety of activities associated with tourism, there is potential 

for all environmental factors to interact with each other to some degree, either positively or negatively.  

Main interactions are likely to be between tourism/visitors interacting with local populations and human 

health, biodiversity, climate, architectural, archaeological and cultural heritage, landscape and material 

assets.  

The likely interactions between environmental factors, given the implementation of the Draft Plan, are 

set out in Table 8.14.  The table below indicates with a tick (√), the interactions across the environmental 

factors. 

 Table 8.15 Interactions between Environmental Factors 

✓= Key Interactions 

x- Minor/No interactions 
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Biodiversity, Flora & 
Fauna 

 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ 

Population & Human 
Health 

✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Land, Soil & Geology ✓ ✓  X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Air Quality, Noise & 
Climate 

✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ x 

Material Assets ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Architectural, 
Archaeological, & 
Cultural Heritage 

x ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  x ✓ 

Water ✓ ✓ ✓ X ✓ X  ✓ 

Landscape & Visuals ✓ ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓  

 

8.4 Potential Cumulative Effects 

Cumulative effects can be described as the addition of many small impacts to create one larger, more 

significant, impact. 

There are 2 types of potential cumulative effects that have been considered, namely: 

• Potential intra-Plan cumulative effects - these arise from the interactions between different 

types of potential environmental effects resulting from a plan, programme, etc. The 

interrelationships between environmental factors that help determine these potential effects are 

identified on Table 8.15. 

• Potential inter-Plan cumulative effects - these arise when the effects of the implementation of 

one plan occur in combination with those of other plans, programmes, projects, etc. 



SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

104 
 

The WMDEDP could have a relationship with other plans and programmes. However, these plans and 

programmes have also been subject to environmental assessment, including SEA and AA, for the 

purpose of preventing and mitigating potential negative environmental effects. Table 8.18 lists the 

relevant plans and programmes that have potential for cumulative effects with the WMDEDP. 

The assessment of cumulative effects above focused on national, regional and local plans, 

programmes, strategy and policy documents that have the potential to affect the same receiving 

environment that could be affected by the WMDEDP. 

The assessment of cumulative effects concludes that the implementation of the WMDEDP will not result 

in direct, indirect or cumulative impacts which would have the potential to adversely affect the 

environment. Indeed, the implementation of the WMDEDP has the potential for positive cumulative 

interactions in delivering on policies and objectives of higher-level plans in relation to increased 

economic activity and employment and greater appreciation and understanding or natural heritage, 

cultural heritage and landscape.  

 

Table 8.16 Potential Cumulative Effects with other Plans and Programmes  

Plans & Programs 
 

Potential Cumulative Effect Likely Cumulative Effect 

National Planning 
Framework (NPF) 
Project 2040 (First 
Revision April 
2025) 

The SEA and AA processes carried out 
during the preparation of the National 
Planning Framework have ensured that the 
potential significant environmental impacts 
associated with implementation of the plan 
have been identified and that these impacts 
have been given appropriate consideration 

No 

Northern and Western 
Regional 
Spatial and Economic 
Strategy 

The SEA and AA processes carried out 
during the preparation of the RSES have 
ensured that the potential significant 
environmental impacts associated with 
implementation of the RSES have been 
identified and that these impacts have been 
given appropriate consideration. 

No 

National CFRAMS 
Programme 
Catchment Flood Risk 
Assessment 
and Management 
(CFRAM) Study 

Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment 
and Management (CFRAM) Studies and 
their product – Flood Risk Management 
Plans (FRMPs) – are at the core of national 
policy for flood risk management and the 
strategy for its implementation. These 
studies are required by The Floods Directive 
[2007/60/EC], which is being implemented in 
Ireland through the European Communities 
(Assessment and Management of Flood 
Risks) Regulations 2010 [S.I.122/2010]. 
Each FRMP is accompanied by an 
associated SEA Environmental Report and 
Natura Impact Statement. The SEA and AA 
processes carried out during the preparation 
of the FRMP have ensured that the potential 
significant environmental impacts associated 
with implementation of the FRMP have been 
identified and that these impacts have been 
given appropriate consideration. 

No 

National 4th Biodiversity 
Action Plan 
2023-2030 

The Biodiversity Action notes the 
requirements and purposes of AA and SEA 
and the vision of the plan to conserve and 
restored for the benefit of all sectors of 
society. 

No 

National Sustainable 
Mobility Policy 
(2022) 

The policy sets a strategic framework to 
2030 for active travel and public transport to 
support Ireland’s overall requirement to 

No 
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Plans & Programs 
 

Potential Cumulative Effect Likely Cumulative Effect 

achieve a 51% reduction in carbon 
emissions by the end of this decade. The 
projects which will be implemented as a 
result of this national policy will be subject to 
their individual environmental impact 
assessment and appropriate assessment 
processes (as appropriate) and hence there 
would be no potential adverse effects on the 
overall receiving environment 

County Development 
Plans (Mayo 
County Development 
Plan 2022- 
2028, Sligo County 
Development Plan 2024-
2030) 

The County Development Plan (CDP) 
provides the principal planning strategy 
document for the development of a local 
authority area over the statutory time period 
of the plan. Each of the CDP within the Zone 
of Influence of the study area has been 
subject to SEA and AA processes to ensure 
that the potential significant environmental 
impacts associated with implementation of 
the Plan have been identified and that these 
impacts have been given appropriate 
consideration 

No 

Regional Tourism 
Development 
Strategies 2023-2027 – 
Wild Atlantic 
Way Regional Tourism 
Development 
Strategy 2023-2027 

The SEA and AA processes carried out 
during the preparation of the Strategy have 
ensured that the potential significant 
environmental impacts associated with 
implementation of the Strategy have been 
identified and that these impacts have been 
given appropriate consideration. 

No 

 

8.5 Summary 

The environmental assessment of the provisions of the WMDEDP identifies potential uncertain effects 

on the environment as set out above. Much of this relates to uncertainty in the likely outcome of 

objectives and the potential nature and scope of any development, which may or may not, derive from 

the implementation of catalyst projects, enabling projects, destination projects and the Plan. Therefore, 

measures are detailed in Section 9 which will set the context for the avoidance and / or reduction of any 

such potential environmental effects. 

In working with the SEA process, the Plan acknowledges the requirement for any development to 

adhere to best practice in terms of environmental governance. Indeed, protection and enhancement of 

the environment is a critical pillar underpinning the core objectives and success of the WMDEDP. 

In this context any proposals for development arising from the WMDEDP must meet the proper planning 

and sustainable development policies, objectives and development management provisions of the 

statutory Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028. 

9 Mitigation 

The finding of the environmental assessment in Section 8 of this Environmental Report is that, if 

unmitigated, a number of the actions of WMDEDP have potential for uncertain or negative effects on 

various aspects of the environment. This section sets out the types of mitigation measures that are 

appropriate at this strategic level to ensure such negative or uncertain effects are mitigated for 

adequately. 

9.1 Level of Mitigation 

This Plan has been informed by and is situated alongside a hierarchy of statutory documents setting 
out public policy for land use development, tourism, infrastructure, sustainable development, 
environmental protection and environmental management. These include (but is not limited to) the 
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National Planning Framework (NPF), Climate Action Plan (CAP), the National and County Biodiversity 
Action Plans, the Northern & Western Region Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 2020-2032 
(SRRSESs), and the Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028 and local area plans located with the 
plan area. 
 
Implementing the DEDP will involve Fáilte Ireland working collaboratively to facilitate, promote, support 
and coordinate stakeholders (including local authorities, other government agencies, tourism operators, 
communities and visitors) in their activities in a way that is consistent with existing and emerging plans. 
 
In order to be realised, projects included in this Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with the various 

provisions of legislation, policies, plans and programmes. (including requirements for project level 

Appropriate Assessment, Environmental Impact Assessment and other licencing requirements as 

appropriate) that form part of the statutory decision-making and consent granting framework, of which 

this Plan is not part and does not contribute towards. 

Such legislation, policies, plans and programmes include: 
 

• Compliance with statutory higher-level plans and policies including the NPF, RSES, Climate 
Action Plan, etc. 

• Compliance with statutory land use plans that form part of the statutory decision making and 
consent granting framework (e.g. Development Plans, such as the Mayo County 
Development Plan 2022- 2028 and Local Area Plans) as appropriate, 

• Requirements for project level environmental assessment, including EIA, AA & SSFRA, as 
required. 

 

9.2 Draft Plan Mitigation 

Plan mitigation is mitigation that is incorporated into the text of the Draft Plan to prevent, reduce, offset 

and monitor any likely significant environmental effects.  The Draft Plan has benefitted from iterative 

feedback with stakeholders and the SEA team to inform the Draft Plan as presented for public 

consultation. Appendix B of the Draft Plan details some of these measures to include:  

9.2.1 Infrastructure Capacity 

With respect to infrastructural capacity (including drinking water, wastewater, waste and transport) the 

potential environmental impacts associated with increase visitor numbers and increase pressure on 

capacities of existing infrastructure (including accommodation) will require careful planning and 

assessment. The potential environmental effects of the likely increase in tourism volumes resulting from 

the relevant projects in this plan will need to be considered at project level and mitigated as appropriate. 

This aspect should be linked to the development of visitor management plans as appropriate. 

The promotion of developing visitor friendly supporting infrastructure where it is required will also be 
encouraged. 
 

9.2.2  Visitor Management 

Those receiving funding shall seek to sustainably manage existing and any increase in visitor numbers 
and/or any change in visitor behaviour to avoid significant effects on the environment including loss of 
habitat and/or disturbance to sensitive species (including human beings and biodiversity). This shall 
include for example, ensuring that new projects are a suitable distance from ecological sensitivities. 
Visitor management plans will be required for proposed plans, programmes and projects that are to 
receive funding as relevant and appropriate. 
 

9.2.3  Control and Management of Invasive Species 

Proposals and the development of Visitor Management plans shall consider the control and 

management of invasive species having regard to existing objectives contained with the County 

Development Plan. 
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Developers and managers of existing tourism or recreational sites and/ or future development should 
adhere to best practice and facilitate the development of appropriate facilities to minimise the spread of 
invasive species including along blueways and greenways. Further information and resources on 
“Check, Clean, Dry, Disinfect” should be sought on invasives.ie 
 
Failte Ireland shall work with partners to encourage greater awareness of potential threats caused by 
invasive species and how they can spread. 
 

9.2.4 Green Infrastructure and Ecosystem Services 

Those receiving funding shall contribute towards the maintenance of existing green infrastructure and 
its ecosystem services, taking into account the output of the Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystem 
Services project being undertaken by the NPWS (NPWS - Ecosystems Services Mapping & 
Assessment ). Proposals for the development of any green infrastructure should demonstrate the 
synergies that can be achieved with regard to the: provision of open space amenities; sustainable 
management of water; protection and management of biodiversity; protection of cultural heritage; and 
protection of protected landscape sensitivities 
 

9.3 Requirements for Environmental Protection & Management 

The key environmental protection measures included in the Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028 

provide for appropriate and detailed mitigation of potential uncertain environmental effects of the 

WMDEDP over and above those already embedded into the plan as discussed above.  These measures 

include policies and objectives for the natural environment, climate action & renewable energy, 

sustainable communities, infrastructure, movement and transport, economic development, tourism & 

recreation, housing, built environment and settlements. These can be further reviewed in the Plan itself: 

Further to the above Table 9.1 contains various provisions with which all and any partners as named 

out in the WMDEDP against various action (e.g. local authorities) will demonstrate compliance at lower 
levels of decision making in order to progress projects and receive as appropriate relevant funding and 

support. These decision-making processes will include project level assessments for consent. 
 

 Table 9.1 Environmental Protection & Management Compliance Requirements 

Environmental 
Topic 

Requirement for Environmental Protection & Management 

All 

Regulatory framework for environmental protection and management  
Responsible partners shall cumulatively contribute towards – in combination with other 
users and bodies – the achievement of the of the regulatory framework for environmental 
protection objectives and management. Local authorities and others will demonstrate, as 
appropriate, that plans, programmes and projects comply with EU Directives – including 
the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC, as amended), the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC), the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (85 /337/EEC, as amended) and the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Directive (2001/42/EC) – and relevant transposing 
Regulations. 

All 

Information to be considered by local authorities and others at lower levels of 
decision making and environmental assessment 
Lower levels of decision making and environmental assessment by local authorities and 
others, as relevant, should consider the sensitivities identified in Section 4 of the SEA 
Environmental Report, including the following: 

• Candidate Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas. 

• Features of the landscape that provide linkages/connectivity to designated sites (e.g. 
watercourses, areas of semi-natural habitat such as linear woodlands etc) 

• Salmonid Waters. 

• Shellfish Waters. 

• Freshwater Pearl Mussel catchments. 

• Nature Reserves. 

• Natural Heritage Areas and proposed Natural Heritage Areas. 

• Areas likely to contain a habitat listed in annex 1 of the Habitats Directive. 

https://www.npws.ie/research-projects/ecosystems-services-mapping-and-assessment/ecosystem-services-web-map-viewer-and
https://www.npws.ie/research-projects/ecosystems-services-mapping-and-assessment/ecosystem-services-web-map-viewer-and
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Environmental 
Topic 

Requirement for Environmental Protection & Management 

• Entries to the Record of Monuments and Places and Zones of Archaeological 
Potential. 

• Entries to the Record of Protected Structures. 

• Un-designated sites of importance to wintering or breeding bird species of 
conservation concern 

• Architectural Conservation Areas; and 

• Relevant landscape designations  

All 

Construction and Environmental Management Plan 
Construction Environment Management Plans (CEMPs) shall be prepared in advance of 
the construction of larger projects and implemented throughout. Such plans shall 
incorporate relevant mitigation measures indicated in any lower tier Environmental 
Impact Statement or Appropriate Assessment. CEMPs typically provide details of 
intended construction practice for the proposed development, including: 
a. location of the sites and materials including area(s) identified for the storage of 
compound(s) 
construction refuse, 
b. location of areas for construction site offices and staff facilities, 
c. details of site security fencing and hoardings, 
d. details of on-site car parking facilities for site workers during the course of 
construction, 
e. details of the timing and routing of traffic to and from the construction site and 
construction 
associated directional signage, 
f. measures to obviate queuing of construction traffic on measures to obviate queuing of 
construction traffic on the adjoining road network, 
g. measures to prevent the spillage or deposit of clay, rubble or other debris, 
h. alternative arrangements to be put in place for pedestrians and vehicles in the case of 
the closure of any public right of way during the course of site development works, 
i. details of appropriate mitigation measures for noise, dust and vibration, and monitoring 
of such levels, 
j. containment of all construction-related fuel and oil within specially constructed bunds to 
ensure that fuel spillages are fully contained; such bunds shall be roofed to exclude 
rainwater, 
k. disposal of construction/demolition waste and details of how it is proposed to manage 
excavated soil, 
l. a water and sediment management plan, providing for means to ensure that surface 
water runoff is controlled such that no silt or other pollutants enter local water courses or 
drains, 
m. details of a water quality monitoring and sampling plan. 
n. if peat is encountered - a peat storage, handling and reinstatement management plan. 
o. measures adopted during construction to prevent the spread of invasive species (such 
as Japanese Knotweed). 
p. appointment of an ecological clerk of works at site investigation, preparation and 
construction phases  

All 
Maintenance Plan 
Lower tier assessments should examine the need for Maintenance Plans informed by 
environmental considerations to be prepared and implemented. 

Biodiversity 

and flora 

and fauna 

Protection of Biodiversity including Natura 2000 Network 

Responsible partners shall contribute, as appropriate, towards the protection of 

designated ecological sites including candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) 

and Special Protection Areas (SPAs); UNESCO World Heritage and UNESCO Biosphere 

sites; Ramsar Sites; Salmonid Waters; Shellfish Waters; Freshwater Pearl Mussel Flora 

Protection Order sites; Wildlife Sites (including catchments; Nature Reserves); Certain 

entries to the Water Framework Directive Register of Protected Areas; Natural Heritage 

Areas (NHAs) and proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs); Wildfowl Sanctuaries (see 

S.I. 192 of 1979) ; and Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). 

Responsible partners shall demonstrate compliance with relevant EU Environmental 

Directives and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidelines, including 

the following and any updated/superseding documents): 

• EU Directives, including the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC, as amended)4, the Birds 

Directive(2009/147/EC)5, the Environmental Liability Directive (2004/35/EC)6, the 



SEA Environmental Report for the Draft Wild Mayo DEDP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

109 
 

Environmental 
Topic 

Requirement for Environmental Protection & Management 

Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (85/337/EEC, as amended), the Water 

Framework Directive(2000/60/EC) and the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Directive (2001/42/EC) 

• National legislation, including the Wildlife Act 19767, the European 

Communities(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 1989 (SI No. 349 of 

1989) (as amended), the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, the European Union (Water 

Policy) Regulations 2003 (amended), the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended), the European Communities(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 

(SI No. 477 of 2011), the European Communities (Environmental Liability) 

Regulations 20088 and the Flora Protection Order 1999 

• National policy guidelines (including any clarifying Circulars or superseding versions 

of same), including the Landscape and Landscape Assessment Draft Guidelines 

2000, the Environmental Impact Assessment Sub-Threshold Development 

Guidelines 2003, Strategic Environmental Assessment Guidelines 2004 and the 

Appropriate Assessment Guidance 2010 

• Catchment and water resource management Plans, including River Basin District 

Management Plan 2009-2015 (including any superseding versions of same). 

• Biodiversity Plans and guidelines, including Actions for Biodiversity 2011-2016: 

Ireland’s 2ndNational Biodiversity Plan (including any superseding version of same). 

• Ireland’s Environment 2014 (EPA, 2014, including any superseding versions of 

same), and to make provision where appropriate to address the report’s goals and 

challenges.  
Appropriate Assessment 

All projects and plans arising from this programme will be screened for the need to 

undertake Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive. A plan or 

project will only be authorised after the competent authority has ascertained, based on 

scientific evidence, Screening for Appropriate Assessment, and a Stage 2 Appropriate 

Assessment where necessary, that: 

1. The Plan or project will not give rise to significant adverse direct, indirect or secondary 

effects on the integrity of any European site (either individually or in combination with 

other plans or projects); or 

2. The Plan or project will have significant adverse effects on the integrity of any 

European site(that does not host a priority natural habitat type/and or a priority species) 

but there are no alternative solutions and the plan or project must nevertheless be 

carried out for imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social 

or economic nature. In this case, it will be a requirement to follow procedures set out in 

legislation and agree and undertake all compensatory measures necessary to ensure the 

protection of the overall coherence of Natura 2000; or 

3. The Plan or project will have a significant adverse effect on the integrity of any 

European site(that hosts a natural habitat type and/or a priority species) but there are no 

alternative solutions and the plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for 

imperative reasons for overriding public interest, restricted to reasons of human health or 

public safety, to beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment or, 

further to an opinion from the Commission, to other imperative reasons of overriding 

public interest. In this case, it will be a requirement to follow procedures set out in 

legislation and agree and undertake all compensatory measures necessary to ensure the 

protection of the overall coherence of Natura2000. 

Protection of Natura 2000 Sites 

No projects giving rise to significant cumulative, direct, indirect or secondary impacts on 

Natura 2000 sites arising from their size or scale, land take, proximity, resource 

requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water or air), transportation requirements, 

duration of construction, operation, decommissioning or from any other effects shall be 

permitted on the basis of this programme (either individually or in combination with other 

plans or projects9) 

NPWS & Integrated Management Plans 

Regarding, integrated management plans, Article 6(1) of the Habitats Directive requires 

that Member States establish the necessary conservation measures for Special Area of 

Conservation involving, if need be, appropriate management plans specifically designed 

for the sites or integrated into other development plans. The NPWS’s current priority is to 
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Environmental 
Topic 

Requirement for Environmental Protection & Management 

identify site specific conservation objectives; management plans may be considered after 

this is done. Where Integrated Management Plans are being prepared for all Natura sites 

(or parts thereof), responsible partners shall engage with the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service in order to ensure that plans are fully integrated with other plans and 

programmes, with the intention that such plans are practical, achievable and sustainable 

and have regard to all relevant ecological, cultural, social and economic considerations 

and with special regard to local communities. 

Coastal Zone Management  

Responsible partners shall demonstrate that works will be undertaken in accordance with 

best practice and local authorities and others shall, as appropriate: support measures to 

protect the coast, the coastal edge and coastal habitats; and facilitate an Integrated 

Coastal Zone Management approach to ensure the conservation, management and 

projection of man-made and natural resources of the coastal zone. 

Biodiversity and Ecological Networks 

Responsible partners shall demonstrate, as appropriate, protection and enhancement of 

biodiversity and ecological connectivity, including woodlands, trees, hedgerows, semi-

natural grasslands, rivers, streams, natural springs, wetlands, geological and geo-

morphological systems, other landscape features and associated wildlife where these 

form part of the ecological network and/or may be considered as ecological corridors or 

stepping stones in the context of Article 10 of the Habitats Directive 

Protection of Riparian Zone and Waterbodies and Watercourses 

Responsible partners shall demonstrate that waterbodies and watercourses are 

protected from inappropriate development, including rivers, streams, associated 

undeveloped riparian strips, wetlands and natural floodplains. This will include protection 

buffers in riverine, wetland and coastal areas, as appropriate 

Non-Designated Sites 

Responsible partners shall demonstrate the appropriate protection of non-designated 

habitats and landscapes and to conserve the biological diversity 

Non-native invasive species 

Responsible partners shall support, as appropriate, the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service’s efforts to seek to control the spread of non-native invasive species on land and 

water 

Population & 

Human Health 

Human Health 

Responsible partners shall assess proposals for development in terms of, inter alia, 

potential impact on existing adjacent developments, existing land uses and/or the 

surrounding landscape. Where proposed developments would be likely to have a 

significant adverse effect on the amenities of the area through pollution by noise, fumes, 

odours, dust, grit or vibration, or cause pollution of air, water and/or soil, local authorities 

and others shall ensure the introduction of mitigation measures in order to eliminate 

adverse environmental impacts or reduce them to an acceptable operating level 

Land, Soil & 

Geology 

Soil Protection and Contamination 

Responsible partners shall ensure that adequate soil protection measures are 

undertaken where appropriate. Adequate and appropriate investigations shall be carried 

out into the nature and extent of any soil and groundwater contamination and the risks 

associated with site development work, where brownfield development is proposed. 

Areas of geological interest 

Responsible partners shall demonstrate protection and maintenance of the character, 

integrity and conservation value of features or areas of geological interest 

Water 

Water Framework Directive and associated legislation 

Responsible partners shall contribute towards, as appropriate, the protection of existing 

and potential water resources, and their use by humans and wildlife, including rivers, 

streams, wetlands, groundwater, coastal waters and associated habitats and species in 

accordance with the requirements and guidance in the EU Water Framework Directive 

2000 (2000/60/EC), the European Union (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (as amended), 

the European Communities Environmental Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 

2009 (SI No. 272 of 2009), the Groundwater Directive 2006/118/EC and the European 

Communities Environmental Objectives (groundwater) Regulations, 2010 (S.I. No. 9 of 

2010) and other relevant EU Directives, including associated national legislation and 
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Environmental 
Topic 

Requirement for Environmental Protection & Management 

policy guidance (including any superseding versions of same). Local authorities and 

others shall support the application and implementation of a catchment planning and 

management approach to development and conservation, including the implementation 

of Sustainable Drainage System techniques for new development. 

River Basin Management Plan 

Responsible partners shall support the implementation of the relevant recommendations 

and measures as outlined in the various River Basin Management Plans 2009 – 2015, 

and associated Programmes of Measures, or any such plans that may supersede same 

during the lifetime of this plan as well as relevant recommendations contained in the 

Water Quality in Ireland 2007 – 2009 (EPA, 2011, and any updated/superseding 

document). Local authorities and others shall demonstrate that proposals for 

development would not have an unacceptable impact on the water environment, 

including surface waters, groundwater quality and quantity, river corridors and associated 

woodlands and coastal waters. Also, local authorities and others shall have cognisance 

of, where relevant, the EU’s Common Implementation Strategy Guidance Document No. 

20 which provides guidance on exemptions to the environmental objectives of the Water 

Framework Directive 

Bathing Water 

Responsible partners shall contribute towards the achievement of the requirements of 

the EU Bathing Water Directive and transposing Bathing Water Quality Regulations (SI 

No. 79 of 2008) and EU Mandatory Values, as a minimum, and EU Guide Values, where 

possible. 

Flood Risk Management Guidelines 

Responsible partners shall support, as appropriate, in co-operation with the OPW, the 

implementation of the EU Flood Risk Directive (2007/60/EC), the Flood Risk Regulations 

(SI No. 122 of 2010), the DEHLG/OPW publication The Planning System and Flood Risk 

Management Guidelines (2009) (including any clarifying Circulars or superseding 

versions of same) and relevant outputs of the Catchment and Flood Risk Assessment 

and Management Studies (CFRAMS). 

Surface Water Drainage and Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDs) 

Responsible partners shall ensure that new development is adequately serviced with 

surface water drainage infrastructure and promote the use of Sustainable Drainage 

Systems as appropriate. 

Air, Noise & 

Climate 

Add here 

Infrastructure for Walking, Cycling and Water-based activities 

Responsible partners shall work with Fáilte Ireland, the National Trails Office, Coillte, the 

Department of the Housing, Local Government & Heritage Environment, Heritage and 

Local Government and the Department of Enterprise, Tourism & Employment and other 

relevant stakeholders, to improve on the existing level of infrastructure and facilities for 

walking, cycling and water-based activities along the Wild Atlantic Way. 

 

Climate Action 
Responsible partners shall work with Fáilte Ireland to 

• Implement the actions in the Climate Action Plan 2025 and the Local Authority CAP 
and subsequent updates.  

• Work with partners to improve access and availability of sustainable  

• Work with partners to implement the relevant actions in the National Adaptation 
Framework.  

• Implement the relevant actions in the Sectoral Adaptation Plan for the Tourism 
Sector 

• Work with partners to implement relevant targets contained in the Tourism Policy 
Framework 
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Environmental 
Topic 

Requirement for Environmental Protection & Management 

Material Assets 

Construction Waste 

Responsible partners shall demonstrate that all waste arising during construction phase 

will be managed and disposed of in a way that ensures the provisions of the Waste 

Management Acts and regulations and National Waste Management Plan for a Circular 

Economy 2024-2030. Construction Waste Management Plans will be implemented by 

local authorities and others to minimise waste and ensure correct handling and disposal 

of construction waste streams in accordance with the Best Practice Guidelines on the 

Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction and Demolition Projects, 

Department of the Environment, July 2006 

 

Waste Disposal 

Responsible partners shall safeguard the environment by seeking to ensure that residual 

waste is disposed of appropriately. 

 

Uisce Eireann 

Responsible partners shall co-operate with and support, as relevant and appropriate, 

Uisce Eireann in its new role as the lead authority for water services. 

Architectural, 

Archaeological & 

Cultural Heritage 

Archaeological Heritage 

Responsible partners shall contribute, as appropriate, towards the protection and 

sympathetic enhancement of archaeological heritage, in particular by implementing the 

relevant provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and the 

National Monuments Act, 1930 (as amended). 

Protection of Archaeological Sites 

Responsible partners shall contribute, as appropriate, towards the protection of 

archaeological sites and monuments and their settings, archaeological objects and 

underwater archaeological sites that are listed in the Record of Monuments and Places, 

in the ownership/guardianship of the State, or that are subject of Preservation Orders or 

have been registered in the Register of Historic Monuments. Contribute, as appropriate, 

towards the protection and preservation of archaeological sites, which have been 

identified subsequent to the publication of the Record of Monuments and Places. 

Consultation 

Responsible partners shall consult with the National Monuments Service of the 

Department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht in relation to proposed developments 

adjoining archaeological sites. 

Underwater Archaeological Sites 

Responsible partners shall contribute, as appropriate, towards the protection and 

preservation of underwater archaeological sites in riverine, intertidal and sub-tidal 

locations. 

Architectural Heritage 

Responsible partners shall help to ensure the appropriate protection of architectural 

heritage by complying, as appropriate, with the legislative provisions of the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 (as amended) in relation to architectural heritage and the policy 

guidance contained in the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines 2011 (and any 

updated/superseding document) 

Landscape & 

Visuals 

Landscape Designations 

Responsible partners shall contribute, as appropriate, towards the protection of county 

and local level landscape designations from incompatible developments. Proposals for 

development that have the potential to significantly adversely impact upon these 

designations shall be accompanied by an assessment of the potential landscape 

character and visual impacts of the proposed development - demonstrating that 

landscape impacts have been anticipated and avoided to a level consistent with the 

sensitivity of the landscape and the nature of the designation. Such assessments should 

be prepared having regard to the relevant aspects of the Guidelines for Landscape and 

Visual Impact Assessment (2013 Landscape Institute). 

Coastal Areas and Seascapes 

Responsible partners shall protect the character and visual potential of the coast and 

conserve the character and quality of seascapes. 
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10 Monitoring 

Article 10 of the SEA Directive requires monitoring to be carried out for significant effects directly related 

to the implementation of the Draft Plan “in order to, inter alia, identify at an early-stage unforeseen 

adverse effects and to be able to undertake appropriate remedial action.”  It is a key part to ensuring 

the Draft Plan does not negatively impact the receiving environment, and to assess whether current 

mitigation measures are appropriately compensating any anticipated environmental impacts.  

Monitoring of the Draft Plan is focused on monitoring the identified potential significant negative and 

positive effects only on the environment as a result of implementing the Draft Plan. 

10.1 Indicators & Targets  

Monitoring is based around indicators that allow quantitative measures of trends and progress over 

time relating to the Strategic Environmental Objectives identified in Section 5 and used in the 
evaluation. Each indicator to be monitored is accompanied by the target(s) that were identified with 

regard to the relevant strategic actions refer to Table 10.1. 
 

Table 10.2 overleaf shows the current indicators and targets that have been selected for monitoring 
the likely significant environmental effects of implementing relevant Fáilte Ireland Plans, Programmes, 

etc. These monitoring measures are updated on an ongoing basis as new data comes to light.  

 

Monitoring is an ongoing process, and the programme allows for flexibility and further refinement of 

indicators and targets. 

10.2 Reporting & Responsibility 

The monitoring process will be undertaken by Fáilte Ireland, including preparation of evaluation reports 

and corrective actions, if required.  The steering group that will be formed to implement the Draft Plan 

(that includes key stakeholders responsible for project ownership and/or partnering in the delivery of 

the plan) will be a key source of monitoring data and any remedial measures, as appropriate.  

The findings of monitoring will be reported on periodically with frequencies to be determined during the 

implementation stage.  It is recommended that the proposed environmental monitoring programme is 

agreed in advance of finalisation with all partners and stakeholders involved in the monitoring.  After 

consultation is undertaken on the Draft Plan, the environmental monitoring programme can be amended 

and will be finalised and published in the SEA Statement. 

 

Table 10.1 Strategic Environmental Objectives 

Theme 
 

SEO Code Strategic Environmental Objective 

Biodiversity, 
Flora & Fauna 
(B) 

B1 Ensure compliance with the Habitats and Birds Directives with regard to the 
protection of Natura 2000 Sites and Annex habitats and species17 and no 
adverse effects on the integrity of any European site, with regard to its 
qualifying interests, associated conservation status, structure and function. 
 

B2 Preserve, protect, maintain and where appropriate enhance the terrestrial, 
aquatic and soil biodiversity, including internationally, EU and nationally 
designated sites, habitats and protected species 
 

B3 Ensure WMDEDP does not contradict biodiversity protection, restoration and 
rehabilitation objectives in the Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028. 
 

 
17 ‘Annexed habitats and species’ refer to those listed under Annex I, II & IV of the EU Habitats Directive and Annex I of the 
EU Birds Directive. 
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Theme 
 

SEO Code Strategic Environmental Objective 

Population & 
Human Health 
(PHH) 

PHH1 Promote sustainable high-quality tourism within the plan area that supports 
economic development and maximises potential for employment and 
investment. 
 

PHH2 Improve health and wellbeing by provision of recreational and tourism related 
activities. 
 

Lands, Soils & 
Geology (LSG) 
 

LSG1 Minimise green field development and protect land and soil resources from 
pollution and degradation. 

Air Quality, 
Noise & 
Climate) (ANC) 

ANC1 Maintain and promote continuing improvement in air quality and noise 
emissions through the reduction of emissions. 
 

ANC2 Contribute towards climate adaptation and mitigation and reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions in line with National targets, including Ireland's 
commitment to realising a climate neutral economy by 2050. 
 

Material 
Assets (MA) 

MA1 To contribute towards the protection of public assets and infrastructure, 
ensure new developments are served with adequate and appropriate critical 
infrastructure with sufficient capacity (drinking water, wastewater, waste and 
transport) that does not present a danger to human health. 
 

MA2 Promote sustainable waste management, minimisation and recovery. 
 

MA3 Promote sustainable transportation including increased use of public transport 
and active travel measures. 
 

Architectural, 
Archaeological 
& Cultural 
Heritage 
(AACH) 

AACH1 Protect and avoid impact on places, features and landscapes of cultural and 
archaeological importance, including entries to the Record of Monuments and 
Places (RMP). 
 

AACH2 Protect and avoid impact on places, features, buildings and landscapes of 
architectural heritage, (including entries to the Record of Protected Structures 
(RPS) and National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAHs)). 
 

Water (W) W1 Protect, maintain and where necessary improve water quality and the 
management of watercourses, groundwater and the marine environment, in 
compliance with the requirements of the WFD objectives and measures. 
 

W2 Implement and comply with the provisions of the Flood Risk Management and 
Sustainable Drainage Systems Guidelines to avoid inappropriate 
development in areas at risk of flooding. 
 

Landscape & 
Visuals (LV) 

LV1 To protect landscape character, minimise the loss of historic landscape 
features such as mature trees and hedgerows and scenic views. 
 

LV2 Avoid impacts on the statutory landscape & visual designations as identified 
in the Mayo County Development Plan 2022-2028. 
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Table 10.2 Proposed SEA Monitoring Programme 

Environmental Factor SEO Indicator Target Source and Frequency 

Biodiversity, Flora and 
Fauna (B) 

 

B1-Ensure compliance with the 
Habitats and Birds Directives 
with regard to the protection of 
Natura 2000 Sites and Annex 
habitats and species18 and no 
adverse effects on the integrity 
of any European site, with 
regard to its qualifying 
interests, associated 
conservation status, structure 
and function 

Conservation status of habitats 
and species protected under 
European and International 
legislation 

 

Maintenance of favourable 
conservation status for all 
habitats and species protected 
under National and 
International legislation to be 
unaffected by implementation 
of the Plan. 

• Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage report of 
the implementation of the measures 
contained in the Habitats Directive - 
as required by Article 17 of the 
Directive (every six years) 

• DHLGH National Monitoring Report 
for the Birds Directive under Article 12 
(every three years). 

• Local authority/ An Coimisiún 
Pleanála planning application project 
decisions relating to projects under 
the plan. 

• EPA State of the Environment 
reporting. 

• Data from any relevant Fáilte Ireland 
monitoring programme relevant to the 
project/area. 

B2- Preserve, protect, maintain 
and where appropriate 
enhance the terrestrial, aquatic 
and soil biodiversity, including 
internationally, EU and 
nationally designated sites, 
habitats and protected species 

 

Conservation status of habitats 
and species protected under 
International and National 
legislation 

 

No habitats or ecological 
networks, or parts thereof to be 
impacted/ lost without 
remediation resulting from 
projects arising from the Plan. 

• Data from beneficiaries provided in 
funding applications as required 
under Mitigation Section 9 of the SEA 
ER. (Frequency: ongoing - project 
specific). 

• CORINE mapping resurvey (every 
five years). 

• Local authority (LA) or An Coimisiún 
Pleanála planning application project 
environmental assessments & 
decisions. 

• EPA State of the Environment 
reporting. 

 
18 ‘Annexed habitats and species’ refer to those listed under Annex I, II & IV of the EU Habitats Directive and Annex I of the EU Birds Directive. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=An+&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=NEW+NAME+FOR+AN+BORD+PLEANALA&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgAEAAYgAQyDQgBEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgCEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgDEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgEEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyCggFEAAYogQYiQUyCggGEAAYgAQYogQyCggHEAAYgAQYogTSAQk1MzczajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBbOCtzWo1O5o&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjakMyM4oKRAxWaS0EAHe6QLtgQgK4QegYIAQgAEAU
https://www.google.com/search?q=Coimisi%C3%BAn+Plean%C3%A1la&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=NEW+NAME+FOR+AN+BORD+PLEANALA&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgAEAAYgAQyDQgBEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgCEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgDEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgEEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyCggFEAAYogQYiQUyCggGEAAYgAQYogQyCggHEAAYgAQYogTSAQk1MzczajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBbOCtzWo1O5o&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjakMyM4oKRAxWaS0EAHe6QLtgQgK4QegYIAQgAEAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=Coimisi%C3%BAn+Plean%C3%A1la&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=NEW+NAME+FOR+AN+BORD+PLEANALA&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgAEAAYgAQyDQgBEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgCEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgDEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgEEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyCggFEAAYogQYiQUyCggGEAAYgAQYogQyCggHEAAYgAQYogTSAQk1MzczajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBbOCtzWo1O5o&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjakMyM4oKRAxWaS0EAHe6QLtgQgK4QegYIAQgAEAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=An+&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=NEW+NAME+FOR+AN+BORD+PLEANALA&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgAEAAYgAQyDQgBEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgCEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgDEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgEEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyCggFEAAYogQYiQUyCggGEAAYgAQYogQyCggHEAAYgAQYogTSAQk1MzczajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBbOCtzWo1O5o&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjakMyM4oKRAxWaS0EAHe6QLtgQgK4QegYIAQgAEAU
https://www.google.com/search?q=Coimisi%C3%BAn+Plean%C3%A1la&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=NEW+NAME+FOR+AN+BORD+PLEANALA&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgAEAAYgAQyDQgBEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgCEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgDEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgEEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyCggFEAAYogQYiQUyCggGEAAYgAQYogQyCggHEAAYgAQYogTSAQk1MzczajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBbOCtzWo1O5o&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjakMyM4oKRAxWaS0EAHe6QLtgQgK4QegYIAQgAEAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=Coimisi%C3%BAn+Plean%C3%A1la&rlz=1C1GCEA_enIE919IE919&oq=NEW+NAME+FOR+AN+BORD+PLEANALA&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgAEAAYgAQyDQgBEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgCEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgDEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgEEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyCggFEAAYogQYiQUyCggGEAAYgAQYogQyCggHEAAYgAQYogTSAQk1MzczajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBbOCtzWo1O5o&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjakMyM4oKRAxWaS0EAHe6QLtgQgK4QegYIAQgAEAc
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Environmental Factor SEO Indicator Target Source and Frequency 

• Data from any relevant Fáilte Ireland 
monitoring programme relevant to the 
project/area. 

• Visitor management plan relating to 
project(s). 

• National Biodiversity Data Centre, 
The Irish Wetland Bird Survey (I-
WeBS). 

B3- Ensure WMDEDP does 
not contradict biodiversity 
protection, restoration and 
rehabilitation objectives in the 
Mayo County Development 
Plan 2022-2028. 
 

To comply with the biodiversity 
policies and objectives of the 
Mayo County Development 
Plan 2022-2028 
 

No contravention of the 
biodiversity policies and 
objectives of the Mayo County 
Development Plan 2022-2028  

 

• Mayo County Council monitoring for 
likely significant environmental 
effects of the developments and 
compliance with policies and 
objectives of the CDP 

 

Population and 
Human Health (PHH) 

 

PHH1- Promote sustainable 
high-quality tourism within the 
plan area that supports 
economic development and 
maximises potential for 
employment and investment. 

 

 

To comply with the tourism and 
economic development 
policies and objectives of the 
Mayo County Development 
Plan 2022-2028 

 

To sustainably manage visitors 
to the area and to comply with 
the tourism and economic 
development policies and 
objectives of the Mayo County 
Development Plan 2022-2028 

 

• Data from beneficiaries provided in 
funding applications as required 
under Section 9 of the SEA ER. 
(Frequency: ongoing). 

• Visitor management plan relating to 
projects. 

• Lower tier environmental 
assessment and decision making by 
local authorities. 

• Fáilte Ireland (annual review): 
Tourism performance reports, visitor 
surveys, monitoring programmes, 
tourism research & reports. 

• Central Statistics Office. 

PHH2: Improve health and 
wellbeing by provision of 
recreational and tourism 
related activities. 

 

Occurrence of a spatially 
concentrated deterioration in 
human health arising from 
environmental factors resulting 
from the WMDEDP, as 
identified by the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) and / or 

Ensure that visitors have 
appropriate access to 
recreational areas and public 
health amenities. 

• Data from beneficiaries provided in 
funding applications as required 
under Section 9 of the SEA ER. 
(Frequency: ongoing). 

• Visitor management plan relating to 
project(s) 
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Environmental Factor SEO Indicator Target Source and Frequency 

Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 

 

• Lower tier environmental 
assessment and decision making by 
local authorities. 

• Publicly available data from HSE and 
EPA to be reviewed. 

• EPA State of the Environment 
reporting. 

• Local Authority reports (annual 
review). 

Lands, Soils & 
Geology (LSG) 

LSG1-Minimise green field 
development and protect land 
and soil resources from 
pollution and degradation. 

Extent of conversion of land 
cover / green field to developed 
/ artificial surfaces. 

 

Contribute to NPF target to limit 
the rate of increase of land that 
is sealed or artificialised and 
promote the reversal of this in 
suitable areas e.g., flood 
zones, high density areas. 

• CORINE land cover mapping 
(CORINE every 6 years (due 2024). 

• Land use national land cover map 
(Fáilte Éireann - every five years). 

• EPA State of the Environment 
reporting. 

Air Quality, Noise & 
Climate) (ANC) 

ANC1- Maintain and promote 
continuing improvement in air 
quality and noise emissions 
through the reduction of 
emissions. 
 

Demonstration of compliance 
with air quality and noise 
provisions  
Number of exceedances of 
ambient air quality standards in 
the County, as monitored under 
the EPA's National Ambient Air 
Quality Monitoring Network 
 

To maximise the number of 
measures relating to air quality 
and noise minimisation being 
implemented 
 

• To maximise the number of 
measures relating to air quality and 
noise minimisation being 
implemented. 

 

ANC2- Contribute towards 
climate adaptation and 
mitigation and reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions in 
line with National targets, 
including Ireland's commitment 
to realising a climate neutral 
economy by 2050. 
 

Demonstration of compliance 
with provisions relating to 
climate adaptation and 
mitigation 

 

To maximise the number of 
measures relating to climate 
adaptation and mitigation 
being implemented 

 

• Data from beneficiaries provided in 
funding applications as required 
under Section 9 of the SEA ER. 
(Frequency: ongoing - project 
specific). 

• EPA - GHG emissions data and 
projections. 

• Government Climate Action Plan 
(annual review). 

• Met Eireann (annual statistics). 

• Transport for Ireland - Local Link 
network statistics. 
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Environmental Factor SEO Indicator Target Source and Frequency 

• Lower tier environmental 
assessment and decision making by 
local authorities. 

• FI CAP accreditation (annual review). 

• Mayo County Council Climate Action 
Plan 2024-2029. 

 

Material Assets (MA) 

MA1- To contribute towards 
the protection of public assets 
and infrastructure, ensure new 
developments are served with 
adequate and appropriate 
critical infrastructure with 
sufficient capacity (drinking 
water, wastewater, waste and 
transport) that does not present 
a danger to human health. 
 

Number of incompatibles 
developments (supported by 
the plan) adversely affecting 
existing or planned 
infrastructure, including water 
supply, wastewater 
management, energy and 
transport infrastructure 
 

No incompatible development 
(supported by the plan) 
adversely affecting existing or 
planned material assets 
infrastructure. 
 

• Review of Annual Environmental 
Reports prepared by Uisce Éireann. 

• Review of publicly available data 
from EPA monitoring. 

• EPA State of the Environment 
reporting. 

• Input from any other relevant Fáilte 
Ireland monitoring programmes. 

• Lower tier environmental 
assessment and decision making by 
local authorities. 

 

MA2- Promote sustainable 
waste management, 
minimisation and recovery. 
 

Tonnes of different types of 
waste received at Council and 
private Waste Management 
Facilities annually 
 

 
Increase waste recycling and 
recovery in the County. 
Reduce waste generation in 
the County. 
 

• EPA State of the Environment 
reporting. 

• Waste licence & permit returns 

• Input from any other relevant Fáilte 
Ireland monitoring programmes. 
 

MA3- Promote sustainable 
transportation including 
increased use of public 
transport and active travel 
measures. 
 

% change in modal split.  
Kilometres of permanent 
segregated cycling network.  
Kilometres of permanent 
integrated cycling network.  
Number of Electric Vehicle 
charging points in the city & 
county 
Total Area of road reallocated 

for sustainable alternatives. 
 

 
Percentage increase in the 
number of public transport 
users in the City & County. 
Increase kilometres of 
permanent segregated cycling 
network 
. Increase kilometres of 
permanent segregated cycling 
network. 
Increase number of Electric 
Vehicle charging points in the 
county. Increase Total Area of 

• Review delivery of sustainable 
transport projects via Mayo County 
Council / NTA/TII 

• Lower tier environmental 
assessment and decision making by 
local authorities. 

• Input from any other relevant Fáilte 
Ireland monitoring programmes. 
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Environmental Factor SEO Indicator Target Source and Frequency 

road reallocated for 
sustainable alternatives 

 
 

Architectural, 
Archaeological & 
Cultural Heritage 
(AACH) 

AACH1- Protect and avoid 
impact on places, features and 
landscapes of cultural and 
archaeological importance, 
including entries to the Record 
of Monuments and Places 
(RMP). 
 

Percentage of entries to the 
Record of Monuments and 
Places protected from 
significant adverse effects 
arising from the Plan. 
 

No adverse effects on 
archaeological or cultural 
heritage resulting from 
implementation of the Plan 
 

• Review of data available from 
National Monuments Section of 
Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage. 

• Input from any other relevant Fáilte 
Ireland monitoring programmes. 

• Lower tier environmental 
assessment and decision making by 
local authorities 
 

AACH2- Protect and avoid 
impact on places, features, 
buildings and landscapes of 
architectural heritage, 
(including entries to the Record 
of Protected Structures (RPS) 
and National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage 
(NIAHs)). 
 

Percentage of entries to the 
Records of Protected 
Structures and Architectural 
Conservation Areas and their 
context protected from 
significant adverse effects 
arising from the Plan. 
 

No adverse effects on 
architectural heritage resulting 
from implementation of the 
Plan 
 

Water (W) 

W1- Protect, maintain and 
where necessary improve 
water quality and the 
management of watercourses, 
groundwater and the marine 
environment, in compliance 
with the requirements of the 
WFD objectives and 
measures. 
 

Classification of Overall Status 
(comprised of ecological and 
chemical status) under the 
European Communities 
Environmental Objectives 
(Surface Waters) Regulations 
2009 (S.I. No. 272 of 2009). 
 
Groundwater compliance with 
Groundwater Quality 
Standards and Threshold 
Values under Directive 
2006/118/EC, subject to 
exemptions provided for by 
Article 4 of the WFD. 
Reference to EPA WFD 
Monitoring programme and 

No deterioration in the status of 
any groundwater or surface 
water, or adverse effect upon 
the ability of any groundwater 
or surface water to achieve 
‘good status’ as a result of the 
WMDEDP 
 

• Information issued under the Water 
Framework Directive Monitoring 
Programme for Ireland (multi-
annual). 

• Review of WFD status of Bathing 
Waters, green flag / blue flag for 
beaches. 

• EPA State of the Environment 
reporting. 

• Input from any other relevant Fáilte 
Ireland monitoring programmes. 
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Environmental Factor SEO Indicator Target Source and Frequency 

status of surface waterbodies, 
groundwater bodies reported 
 

W2- Implement and comply 
with the provisions of the Flood 
Risk Management and 
Sustainable Drainage Systems 
Guidelines to avoid 
inappropriate development in 
areas at risk of flooding. 
 

Flood-related incidences 
related to the WMDEDP 
 

Compliance with the Flood 
Risk Management Guidelines 
and to ensure that any new 
developments granted 
planning permissions are on 
appropriately zoned lands 
 

• Lower tier environmental 
assessment and decision making by 
local authorities. 

• Input from any other relevant Fáilte 
Ireland monitoring programmes. 

• Review of planning applications for 
any new infrastructure to be 
accompanied by standalone flood 
risk assessment report in sensitive 
areas 
 

Landscape & Visuals 
(LV) 

LV1 - To protect landscape 
character, minimise the loss of 
historic landscape features 
such as mature trees and 
hedgerows and scenic views 

Number of unmitigated 
conflicts with the appropriate 
protection of statutory 
designations relating to the 
landscape, including those 
included in Development Plans 
and other statutory land-use 
plans. 

 

No unmitigated conflicts with 
the appropriate protection of 
statutory designations relating 
to the landscape, including 
those included in Development 
Plans and other statutory land-
use plans. 

 

• Input from any other relevant Fáilte 
Ireland monitoring programmes 

 

LV2 - Avoid impacts on the 
statutory landscape & visual 
designations as identified in the 
Mayo County Development 
Plan 2022-2028. 

 

Status of High Amenity Zones 
and Views and Prospects. 
Number of developments 
permitted that result in 
avoidable adverse impacts on 
High Amenity Zones and Views 
and Prospects. 

 

All action and development 
proposals supported by the 
plan must comply with policy 
objectives relating to the 
protection of High Amenity 
Zone and Views and Prospects 
defined in the Development 
Plans. No development 
supported by the plan should 
have an adverse impact on 
High Amenity Zones and Views 
and Prospects. 

 

• Input from any other relevant Fáilte 
Ireland monitoring programmes. 

 
 

• Lower tier environmental 
assessment and decision making by 
local authorities 
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11 Next Steps 

This SEA ER, the Appropriate Assessment Screening and NIS, will be published alongside the Draft 

Plan and will be made available for public consultation for a period of at least four weeks. Feedback 

received during the public consultation period will be reviewed and the Draft Plan amended accordingly. 

On finalisation of the Draft Plan by Fáilte Ireland, an SEA Statement will be prepared that includes 

information on:   

• How environmental considerations have been integrated into the Draft Plan, highlighting 
the main changes to the Draft Plan that resulted from the SEA process.  

• How the SEA Environmental Report and consultations have been considered, 
summarising the key issues raised in consultations and in the Environmental Report, 
indicating what action was taken in response. 

• The reasons for choosing the Plan in the light of the other alternatives, identifying the 
other alternatives considered, commenting on their potential effects and explaining why 
the Plan as adopted was selected; and  

• The measures decided upon to monitor the significant environmental effects resulting 
from the implementation of the Plan. 

 
Once the SEA Statement is published, the Plan will enter the final SEA stage and undergo monitoring 
over the lifetime of the Plan. 
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Appendix 1 – SEA Screening Determination 

 

 


