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Glossary  

Appropriate Assessment  

The obligation to undertake Appropriate Assessment derives from Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the 

Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. AA is a focused and detailed impact assessment of the 
implications of a strategic action (such as a plan or programme) or project, al one and in 

combination with other strategic actions and projects, on the integrity of a European Site in 

view of its conservation objectives. 
 

Biodiversity and Flora and Fauna  

Biodiversity is the variability among living organisms from all sources including inter alia, 

terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they 

are a part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystemsô (United 
Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 1992). 

 
Flora is all of the plants found in a given area.  

 

Fauna is all of the animals found in a given area. 
 

Environmental Problems  

Annex I of Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of Ministers, of 

27th June 2001, on the assessment of the effects of certain Plans and programmes on the 

environment (the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive) requires that information is 
provided on óany existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or 

programmeô, thus, helping to ensure that the proposed strategic action does not make existing 
environmental problems worse. 

 

Environmental problems arise where there is a conflict between current environmental 
conditions and ideal targets. If environmental problems are identified at the outset they can 

help focus attention on important issues and geographical areas where environmental effects 
of the plan or programme may be likely.  

 

Environmental Vectors  

Environmental vectors are environmental components, such as air, water or soil, through which 

contaminants or pollutants, which have the potential to cause harm, can be transported so that 
they come into contact with human beings.  

 

Mitigate  

To make or become less severe or harsh.  

 

Mitigation Measures  

Mitigation measures are measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and, as fully as possible, offset 

any significant adverse impacts on the environment of implementing a human action, be it a 
plan, programme or project. Mitigation involves ameliorating significant negative effects. Where 

there are significant negative effects, consideration should be given in the first instance to  
preventing such effects or, where this is not possible, to lessening or offsetting those effects. 

Mitigation measures can be roughly divided into those that: avoid effects; reduce the magnitude 
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or extent, probability and/or severity of effects; repair eff ects after they have occurred; and 
compensate for effects, balancing out negative impacts with other positive ones.  

Protected Structure  

Protected Structure is the term used in the Planning and Development Act and Regulations (as 

amended) to define a struct ure included by a planning authority in its Record of Protected 

Structures. Such a structure shall not be altered or demolished in whole or part without 
obtaining planning permission or confirmation from the planning authority that the part of the 

structure to be altered is not protected.  
 

Recorded Monument  

A monument included in the list and marked on the map that  comprises the Record of 
Monuments and Places that is set out county by county under Section 12 of the National 

Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994 by the Archaeological Survey of Ireland. The definition 
includes Zones of Archaeological Potential in towns and all other monuments of archaeological 

interest that  have so far been identified. Any works at or in relation to a recorded monument 

requires two monthsô notice to the former Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government (now Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht) under S ection 12 of the 

National Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994. 
 

Scoping  

Scoping is the process of determining what issues are to be addressed, and setting out a 
methodology in which to address them in a structured manner appropriate to the plan or 

programme. Scoping is carried out in consultation with appropriate environmental authorities.  
 

Strategic Actions  

Strategic actions include Policies/Strategies, which may be considered as inspiration and 
guidance for action and which set the framework for Plans and programmes; Plans, sets of co-

ordinated and timed objectives for the implementation of the policy; and Programmes, sets of 
projects in a particular area.  

 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)  

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is the formal, systematic evaluation of the likely 

significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or programme b efore a decision is 

made to adopt it.  
 

Strategic Environmental Objective (SEO)  

Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) are methodological measures developed from 

policies which generally govern environmental protection objectives established at 

international, Community or Member State level and are used as standards against which the 
provisions of the Plan and the alternatives can be evaluated in order to help identify which 

provisions would be likely to result in significant environmental effects and whe re such effects 

would be likely to occur, if - in the case of adverse effects - unmitigated.  
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Section 1  SEA Introduction and Background  

1.1  Introduction 
and Terms of 
Reference  

This is the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) Environmental Report for the Draft West 
Cork Coast Destination Experience 

Development Plan (hereafter referred to as  óthe 
Planô or óDEDPô). It has been undertaken by 

CAAS Ltd. on behalf of Fáilte Ireland.  

1.2  SEA Definition  

Environmental assessment is a procedure that 

ensures that the environmental implications of 

decisions are taken into account before such 
decisions are made. Environmental Impact 
Assessment, or EIA, is generally used for 
describing the process of environmental 

assessment for individual projects, while 

Strategic Environmental Assessment or SEA is 
the term that has been given to the 

environmental assessment of plans and 
programmes, which help determine the nature 

and location of individual projects tak ing place. 
SEA is a systematic process of predicting and 

evaluating the likely significant environmental 

effects of implementing a proposed plan or 
programme, in order to e nsure that these 

effects are adequately addressed at the earliest 
appropriate stages of decision-making in 

tandem with economic, social and other 

considerations. 

1.3  SEA Directive 
and its 
transposition 
into Irish Law  

Directive 2001/42/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of Ministers, of 

27th June 2001, on the Assessment of the 
Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the 

Environment, referred to hereafter as the SEA 

 
1 Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 13 December 2011, on the assessment of the 
effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment (codification)  

Directive, introduced the requirement that SEA 
be carried out on plans and programmes which 

are prepared for a number of sectors, including 
tourism.  

 

The SEA Directive was transposed into Irish 
Law through the European Communities 

(Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans 
and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (Statutory 

Instrument Number (S.I . No. 435 of 2004) and 

the Planning and Development (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 

(S.I . No. 436 of 2004). Both sets of Regulations 
became operational on 21st July 2004. The 

Regulations have been amended by the 
European Communities (Environmental 

Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) 

(Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I . No. 200 
of 2011) and the Planning and Development 

(Strategic Environmental Assessment) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I . No. 201 

of 2011).  

1.4  Implications 
for the Plan  

Article 3 para. 2 of the SEA Directive, 

introduced the requirement that SEA be carried 
out on plans and programmes, or modifications 

to these:  

 
a) which are prepared for agriculture, 

forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, 
transport, waste management, water 

management, telecommunications, 
tourism, town and country planning or 

land use and which set the framework 

for future development consent of 
projects listed in Annexes I and II to 

the EIA Directive1, or 
b) which, in view of the likely effect on 

sites, have been determined to require 

an assessment pursuant to Article 6 or 
7 of the Habitats Directive 2 i.e., the 

Directive requires that SEA is 
undertaken where Stage 2 Appropriate 

Assessment (AA)3 is being undertaken 
on plans, programmes etc. 

2 Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of 
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora  
3 AA is provided for by the Habitats Directive and is a 
focused and detailed impact assessment of the implications 
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The tourism sector Plan does not contribute 
towards the framework for future development 

consent of projects listed in Annexes I and II to 
the EIA Directive and does not contain 

provisions or define rules that must be complied 

with when administrative consent of other 
projects is being granted. 

 
The Plan does, however, fall under the 

definition of a ñplanò contained within the Birds 
and Natural Habitats Regulations 2011 (as 

amended) and therefore must be screened for 

the need to undertake AA. The Screening for 
AA has found that the Plan has the potential, if 

unmitigated, to affect the ecological integrity of 
European sites and that measures to ensure 

that potential effects are avoided are required. 

Taking into account the requirements of the 
Habitats Directive and recent case law 

(including, European Court of Justice 
Judgement C323-17), Stage 2 AA was therefore 

carried out for the  Plan. As Stage 2 AA was 
undertaken on the Plan, SEA was also 

undertaken - see requirement at b) above. An 

SEA Determination is provided at Appendix I. 
 

This SEA Environmental Report provides the 
findings of the SEA and should be read in 

conjunction with the  Plan. This report has been 

placed on public display and will be altered in 
order to take account of non-material changes 

that were made to the original Draft Plan on 
foot of submissions following public display. 

Fáilte Ireland has taken into account the 

findings of this r eport and other related SEA 
output  during their consideration of the Plan 

and before it is finalised. On finalisation of the  
Plan, an SEA Statement is prepared that 

summarises, inter alia, how environmental 
considerations have been integrated into the 

Plan. 

 
 

 
 

 
of a strategic action or project, alone and in combination 
with other strategic actions and projects, on  the integrity of 
a European site in view of its conservation objectives.  
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Section 2  The Plan  

2.1  Overview  

The Draft West Cork Coast DEDP is a five-year 

plan designed to be a roadmap for enhancing 
the existing West Cork4 visitor proposition to 

achieve the objectives of addressing 
seasonality, increasing visitor numbers and 

spend, and increasing dwell time and visitor 
dispersion across the destination.  

 

The challenge is to deliver enough memorable 
moments that will inspire visitors to share their 

experience and also encourage them to return, 
while providing the tourism industry with a 

central focus for experience development. The 

new destination ambition will be realised by 
maximising the opportunities presented by its  

natural and built heritage and cultural assets to 
develop a world class tourism destination. 

 
The purpose of the Plan is to present the 

destination development themes organised into 

an experience development framework to be 
adopted as a destination action plan for the 

next five years. This framework will provide the 
context for tourism operators and stakeholders 

to work in partnership, create new and improve 

existing visitor experiences, and communicate 
coherent and unified stories to the visitor.  

 
The Plan Objectives  are to: 

¶ Position the West Cork Coast as a ómust visitô 
destination, by ensuring that local experiences 
are brought to life through the optimal mix of 
HERO and ancillary products that motivate 
people to visit the destination, stay overnight and 
spend more. 

¶ Unlock the economic growth potential of the 
destination and communities through 
strengthening individual businesses, creating 
new entrepreneurial opportunities, sustaining 
and increasing job creation, and increasing the 
attractiveness of the area for other forms of 
economic growth. 

¶ Improve the market mix of the destination by 
growing international visitors while retaining a 
good domestic and overseas visitor balance. 

¶ Grow awareness of the area through an improved 
digital footprint.  

¶ Support enhancement of ósense of placeô by 
creating the conditions that encourage 
international and domestic visitors to immerse 
themselves actively in the locale, interact with 
local people, and engage the senses by 
immersing themselves in the destination.  

¶ Promote collaboration and partnership, support 
business engagement, and build lasting links 
between national and regional partners, local 

 
4 Focused on the area stretching from Kinsale to Ballydehob 
with its boundary being the R586 on the northern side and 

agencies and associations and local tourism 
experiences.  

¶ Protect the natural heritage and special 
environmental character of the region.  

¶ Improve access to and within the West Cork 
Coast, ensuring that infrastructure and traffic 
management systems are in place to help visitors 
move freely in the destination.  

 

The Key Fo cus Areas  of the Plan are:  
¶ Deliver a Destination and Experience 

Development Plan as a 5-year destination 
development plan for an area. 

¶ Ensure the local experiences are brought to life 
through the development of the optimal mix of 
catalysts and enabling projects that attract 
visitors to the West Cork Coast.  

¶ Unlock the economic growth potential of the 
West Cork Coast by progressing a range of key 
initiatives that will motivate and facilitate 
potential tourists to increase overnight visitation 
and spend in the local area. 

¶ Develop a sustainable basis for commercial 
development centred on creating strong 
signature, supporting and ancillary experiences 
that are commoditised through the creation of 
saleable experiences that excite consumers and 
buyers alike. 

¶ Create the conditions to encourage domestic and 
international visitors to immerse themselves 
actively in the locale, to interact with the local 
community, to engage in the local heritage and 
culture of the area with the stories of land and 
sea and to activate their senses with wholesome 
flavours of this land and sea. The focus is to 
deliver memorable moments that inspire tourists 
to not only share their experience with others but 
also makes them want to return.  

¶ Developing a strategic approach to growing the 
value of tourism to the West Cork Coast. 

¶ Achieve spatial dispersion of visitors on the West 
Cork Coast during peak season. 

¶ Development of HERO experiences to grow 
domestic and international market share and 
extend the season. 

¶ Increase and promote environmenta l 
protection and enhancement through 
sustainable tourism.  

 

In order to achieve the objectives of the  West 
Cork Coast DEDP, the development framework 

is structured around interdependent layers 

of activity , including:  
 

¶ Catalyst Projects 

¶ Experience Development Projects based on DEDP 
Themes 

¶ Destination Enabling Projects 
¶ Local Industry Focused Projects 

 

Implementing the Plan will involve Fáilte 
Ireland helping to facilitate, promote, support 

and coordinate stakeholders (including local 
authorities, other government agencies, 

the coastline on the southern side and the inhabited islands 
of Cape Clear, Sherkin, Heir and Long. 
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tourism operators, communities and visitors) in 

their activities in a way that is consistent with 
existing and emerging plans that have been 

subject to environmental assessment. The Plan 
does not provide consent, establish a 

framework for granting consent or contribute 

towards a framework for granting consent.  
  

Fáilte Ireland provides funding for sustainable 
tourism projects that emerge as part of specific, 

competitive, themed and time -bound grant 

schemes or as part of wider strategic 
partnerships. These include projects relating to 

land use, infrastructural development and land 
use activities and attractions. Reference made 

to such projects included in the Plan does not 
guarantee funding. While funding is provided to 

certain projects, Fáilte Ireland is not the 

developer.  
 

In order to achieve funding (including 
promotion) for land use or infrastructural 

development or land use activities from Fáilte 

Ireland, F§ilte Irelandôs stakeholders shall be 
required to demonstrate compliance5 with 

measures relating to sustainable development, 
environmental protection and environmental 

management contained within the f ollowing 
Fáilte Ireland published documents:  

 
¶ Wild Atlantic Way Operational Programme 

Appendix 5 ñSite Maintenance Guidelinesò and 
other relevant measures from the Fáilte Ireland 
visitor and habitat management guidelines series 
(and any subsequent replacements); and 

¶ Wild Atlantic Way Operational Programme 
Appendix 6 "Environmental Management for 
Local Authorities and Others" (and any 
subsequent replacements). 

 
The West Cork Coast is under the Wild 

Atlantic Way key proposition , which is to: 
ñExperience one of the wildest, most enhancing 
and culturally rich coastal touring routes in the 
world. Wherever you travel along the Wild 
Atlantic Way youôll find magic, adventure, 
history and beauty in abundanceò.  
 

The Planôs Destination Development Foc us  
covers three overarching themes: 

ñWholesome Flavours of Land and Sea ò; 

ñVoyages of Land and Sea ò and ñStories of 
Land and Seaò, under which a range of 

catalyst projects  have been identified that 
will contribute to the creation of the in -

destination conditions for tourism growth. The 
catalyst projects reflect the  Experience 

Development Themes  that provide the 

 
5 Demonstration of compliance may be supported by 
monitoring undertaken by the beneficiary.  

development focus over the next five years.  In 

achieving the Plan objectives guided through 
the themes, each theme contains a number of 

Experience Development  Projects . The 
experience development themes and 

associated experience development projects 

are as follows:  
 
Theme : Makers and Producers   

¶ Project B1: A Taste of West Cork Food Festival  
¶ Project B2: Hands on Experiences 
¶ Project B3: Makers and Producers  
¶ Project B4: Farmers Markets  
¶ Project B5: Makers and Producers  

 
Theme : Moment s of Indul gence  

¶ Project B6: Culinary Experiences in Restaurants  
¶ Project B7: Customised Trip Planning  
¶ Project B8: Breweries and Distilleries  
¶ Project B9: Community Food Events  
¶ Project B10: Foraging Experiences  
¶ Project B11: Seafood Experiences  
¶ Project B12: Food and Drink Experiences  
¶ Project B13: Food Stories  
¶ Project B14: Themed Food Experiences  
¶ Project B15: Raise Profile Through National and 

International Events  
 

Theme : Slow Discoveries   
¶ Project B16: Trails Advisory Group  
¶ Project B17: Trails Strategy  
¶ Project B18: Trails Register 
¶ Project B19: Cycle Routes, Cycle Lanes and 

Greenway Development 
¶ Project B20: Cycle Initiatives and Bike Sharing 

Scheme 
¶ Project B21: Cycling Infrastructure  
¶ Project B22: Bike Frames on Buses  
¶ Project B23: Cycling Events 
¶ Project B24: Eurovelo  
¶ Project B25: Tangible and Intangible Culture 

Heritage  
¶ Project B26: West Cork Railway 
¶ Project B27: Bookable Activities  
¶ Project B28: Eco-tourism/Lough Hyne   
¶ Project B29: Birdwatching  
¶ Project B30: Forest Bathing/Wellness 
¶ Project B31: Bookable Multi-disciplinary Eco-

tourism and Heritage Experiences  
¶ Project B32: Music Experiences  
¶ Project B33: Craft Sector  
¶ Project B34: Heritage Experiences  

 
Theme : Island Encounters  

¶ Project B35: Sherkin ï ñIsland of the Artsò 
¶ Project B36: Eco-tourism Experiences  
¶ Project B37: Sustainability  
¶ Project B38: Capacity Building and Collaboration  
¶ Project B39: Capacity Building and Collaboration  

 
Theme : Ocean Adventures  

¶ Project B40: Sustainable Eco-safari/Whale and 
Dolphin Watching Tours  

¶ Project B41: Marine Activity Sector  
¶ Project B42: Marine Leisure Activity  

 
Theme : Maritime Traditions  
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¶ Project B43: Fastnet Experience and Heritage 
Centre/ Marine Eco-tourism  

¶ Project B44: Maritime Heritage Experiences  
¶ Project B45: Piracy Theme 
¶ Project B46: Maritime Heritage  

 
Theme : Under Siege  

¶ Project B47: Heritage Town/Active Transport  
¶ Project B48: Winter School  

 
Theme : Tragedies at Land and Sea  

¶ Project B49: Cork Rebel Way 
¶ Project B50: Michael Collins Trail  
¶ Project B51: Lusitania Story  

  
The following catalyst projects  are designed 

to deliver destination change and create the 
platform for tourism growth:  

 
¶ Positioning West Corkôs Coast as Irelandôs 

premier food destination; 
¶ Achieving visitor dispersion and season extension 

through experimental land and sea HERO 
products and an integrated transport system; 
and 

¶ Elevate our culture of historic stories through 
active cultural immersion. 

 

A series of destination enabling and 
industry development  projects are created 

to address existing deficits impacting on the 
challenges of extending the season, increasing 

overnight visitation and visitor spend, and 

attracting visitors to engage with the true 
essence and story of the West Cork Coast 

without compromising the environment or 
culture of the region.  

2.2  Relationship 
with o ther 
relevant Plans 
and 
Program mes  

The West Coast Cork DEDP is situated alongside 

a hierarchy of statutory documents setting out 
public policy for, among other things, land use 

development, tourism, infrastructure, 
sustainable development, environmental 

protection and environmental management. 

These other existing policies, plans etc. have 
been subject to their own environmental 

assessment processes, as relevant, and form 
the decision-making and consent-granting 

framework. 
 

The National Planning Framework (NPF) sets 

out Irelandôs planning policy direction for the 
next 22 years. The NPF is to be implemented 

through Regional Spatial and Economic 
Strategies (RSESs) and lower tier Development 

Plans and Local Area Plans. The RSES for the 

Southern Region (that includes the area to 
which the West Cork Coast DEDP relates) sets 

out objectives relating tourism development, 
that have been subject to environ mental 

assessment, including those relating to: 

enhancing provision of tourism and leisure 
amenity; promoting tourism activity; 

developing a road network and public transport 
services, facilitating improved visitor access and 

longer dwell times; developing walking and 

cycling trails, opening greater accessibility to 
the marine and countryside environment by 

sustainable modes; and facilitating appropriate 
tourism development, including that relating to 

greenways, blueways and peatlands. The RSES 
provides a framework for the review of existing, 

assessed lower-tier Development Plans and 

Local Area Plans, which already include various 
provisions relating to land use, tourism and 

infrastructure. Such reviews will also be subject 
to environmental assessments. 

  

Implementation of the West Cork Coast DEDP 
shall be consistent with and conform with the 

NPF, RSES and lower-tier land use plans, 
including provisions relating to sustainable 

development, environmental protection and 
environmental management that have been 

integrated into these documents including 

through SEA and AA processes. In order to be 
realised, projects included in the West Cork 

Coast DEDP (in a similar way to other projects 
from any other sector) will have to comply, as 

relevant, with various legislat ion, policies, plans 

and programmes (including requirements for 
lower-tier Appropriate Assessment, 

Environmental Impact Assessment and other 
licencing requirements as appropriate) that 

form the statutory decision -making and 
consent-granting framework, of w hich the West 

Cork Coast DEDP is not part and does not 

contribute towards.  
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Section 3  SEA Methodology

3.1  Introduction to 
the Iterative 
Approach  

Figure 3.1 provides an overview of the 
integrated Plan preparation, SEA and 

Appropriate Assessment (AA) processes. The 
preparation of the Plan, SEA and AA have taken 

place concurrently and the findings of the SEA 

and AA have informed the Plan.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

Figure 3.1 Overview of the SEA / AA/ Plan -preparation Process es 
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3.2  Appropriate 
Assessment  
and Integrated 
Biodiversity 
Impact 
Assessment  

3.2.1  Appropriate Assessment  

Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment (AA) has been 
undertaken alongside preparation of the  Plan. 

The requirement for AA is provided under the 
EU Habitats Directive (Directive 1992/43/EEC). 

 

The conclusion of the AA is that the Plan will 
not affect the integrity of the European sites, 

alone or in combination with other plans or 
projects. 

 

The preparation of the  Plan, SEA and AA has 
taken place concurrently and the findings of the 

AA have informed the SEA. 

3.2.2  Integrated Biodiversity 
Impact Assessment  

Many elements of Integrated Biodiversity 
Impact Assessment as detailed in the EPAôs 

(2013) Practitionerôs Manual have been aligned 

with in the undertaking of the SEA for the  Plan. 
These include: 

 
Scoping  

¶ Biodiversity-relevant issues were identified for 
consideration at scoping stage and these are now 
detailed in Section 4. 

¶ Reference to a zone of influence is provided at 
Section 4. 

 
Baseline  

¶ Biodiversity data sources relevant for this local 
level assessment have been identified and 
datasets collated/gathered. 

¶ The biodiversity baseline addresses designated 
sites and other habitats and species of ecological 
value. 

¶ AA information has been incorporated into the 
SEA baseline. 

 
Alternatives  

¶ Impacts upon biodiversity are considered under 
each of the alternatives and potential conflicts 
can be mitigated. 

 
6 These components comprise biodiversity, fauna, flora, 
population, human health, soil, water, air, climatic factors, 
material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and 
archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship 
between the above factors. 

 
 
Impact assessment  

¶ Effects on biodiversity are identified and 
assessed and the AA considers the 
interrelationship between biodiversity and 
potential effects on European sites. 

 
Mitigation and monitoring  

¶ Taking into account all measures contained 
within the Plan, all the proposed mitigation 
measures deriving from the various processes 
were generally consistent and compatible. 

¶ Indicators and associated targets have been 
included in SEA for monitoring European sites. 

 
Reporting  

¶ This SEA ER addresses all biodiversity-related 
considerations relevant for this level of 
assessment. 

¶ This SEA ER contains all biodiversity-relevant 
information, data, figures and maps relevant for 
this level of assessment. 

¶ This SEA ER has been informed by the AA 
findings. 

 
Communication and consultation  

¶ Submissions received have been taken on board. 
¶ The preparation of the Plan, SEA and AA have 

taken place concurrently and the findings of the 
AA have informed the SEA.  

3.3  Scoping  

3.3.1  Introduction  

The scope of environmental issues to be dealt 
with by the SEA together with the level of detail 

to which they are addressed was broadly 

decided upon taking into account the  collection 
of environmental baseline data and input from 

environmental authorities. Scoping allowed the 
SEA to become focused upon key issues 

relevant to the environmental components that 
are specified under the SEA Directive6. 

 

As the Plan is not likely to have significant 
effects on the environment in another Member 

State, transboundary consultations as provided 
for by Art icle 7 of the SEA Directive were not 

undertaken. 

3.3.2  Scoping Notices  

Relevant environmental authorities7 identified 

under the European Communities 
(Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans 

and Programmes) Regulations, as amended, 

7 The following authorities were notified:  Environmental 
Protection Agency; Department of Environment, Climate 
and Communications; Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine; and Department of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage. 



SEA Environmental Report for the Draft West Cork Coast Destination Experience Development Plan 
 

CAAS for Fáilte Ireland 8 

were sent SEA scoping notices by Fáilte Ireland 

indicating that submissions or observations in 
relation to the scope and level of detail of the 

information to be included in the environmental 
report could be made to Fáilte Ireland. 

3.3.3  Scoping Submissions  

Submissions from the follo wing environmental 
authorities were made during the SEA Scoping 

process:  

 
¶ Environmental Protection Agency; 
¶ Department of Environment, Climate and 

Communications (one from the Waste Policy and 
Resource Efficiency and one from the Geological 
Survey Ireland);  

¶ Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage; and 

¶ Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

 

These submissions were taken into account 
during preparation of the SEA and informed the 

various SEA recommendations that have been 
integrated into the Plan (see Section 9). 

3.4  Alternatives  

The SEA Directive requires that reasonable 
alternatives (taking into account the objectives 

and the geographical scope of the plan or 

programme) are identified , described and 
evaluated for their likely significant effects on 

the environment. In accordance with this 
requirement, alternatives for the Plan are 

examined in Section 7.  

3.5  Environmental 
Report  

In this  SEA Environmental Report, the likely 

environmental effects of the Plan and the 
alternatives are predicted and their significance 

evaluated.  

 
The Environmental Report provides Fáilte 

Ireland, stakeholders and the public with a clear 
understanding of the likely environmental 

consequences of implementing the Plan. 
 

Mitigation measures to prevent or reduce 

significant adverse effects posed by the Plan 
are identified in Section 9 - these have been 

integrated into the  Plan.  
 

 
 

This Environmental Report will be updated in 

order to take account of  non-material changes 
that will be made to the original Draft Plan on 

foot of submissions following public display.  
 

This Environmental Report contains the 

information specified in Schedule 2 of the 
European Communities (Environmental 

Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) 
Regulations 2004 (S.I . No. 435 of 2004) as 

amended (see Table 3.1). 

3.6  The SEA 
Statement  

On finalisation of the Plan by Fáilte Ireland, an 

SEA Statement is prepared that includes 
information on :  

 
¶ How environmental considerations have been 

integrated into the  Plan, highlighting the main 
changes to the Plan that resulted from the SEA 
process; 

¶ How the SEA Environmental Report and 
consultations have been taken into account, 
summarising the key issues raised in 
consultations and in the Environmental Report 
indicating what action was taken in response;  

¶ The reasons for choosing the Plan in the light of 
the other alternatives, identifying the other 
alternatives considered, commenting on their 
potential effects and explaining why the Plan as 
adopted was selected; and 

¶ The measures decided upon to monitor the 
significant environmental effects of 
implementing of the Plan. 

3.7  Difficulties 
Encountered  

No significant difficulties were encountered in 

undertaking the assessment. 
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Table 3.1 Checklist of Information included in this Environmental Report  
 

 
 

 

Information Required to be included in the Environmental Report  Corresponding 

Section of t his Report  

(A) Outline of the conte nts and main objectives of the plan or programme, 
and of its relationship with other relevant plans and programmes  

Sections 2, 5 and 8 

(B) Description of relevant aspects of the current state of the environment 

and the evolution of that environment  without implementation of the plan or 
programme 

Section 4 

(C) Description of the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected 

Sections 4, 7 and 8 

(D) Identification of any ex isting environmental problems which are relevant 

to the plan or programme, particularly those relating to European sites 

Section 4 

(E) List environmental protection objectives, established at international,  EU 
or National level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and describe 

how those objectives and any environmental considerations have been taken 

into account when preparing the Plan 

Sections 5, 7, 8 and 9  

(F) Describe the likely significant effects on the environment  Sections 7 and 8 

(G) Describe any measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as 
possible offset any significant adverse environmental effects of implementing 

the plan or programme 

Section 9 

(H) Give an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives considered, 

and a description of how the assessment was undertaken (including any 
difficulties)  

Sections 3, 6, 7 and 8 

(I) A description of proposed monitoring measures  Section 10 

(J) A non-technical summary of the above information  Non-Technical Summary 

(K) Interr elationships between each environmental topic Addressed as it arises 
within each Section 
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Section 4  Environmental Baselin e

4.1  Introduction   

Reflecting the specifications in the SEA 

Directive, the relevant aspects of the current 
state of the environment for the following 

environmental components are identified in this 
section:  

 
¶ Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna; 
¶ Population and Human Health; 
¶ Material Assets; 
¶ Water; 
¶ Air and Climatic Factors; 
¶ Landscape; 
¶ Cultural Heritage;  
¶ Soil; and  
¶ The interrelationship between the above factors.  

 
Information which is relevant to planning and 

project development and associated 
environmental assessments and administrative 

consent of projects is identified (note that 

Article 5 of the SEA Directive, in accordance 
with the established European principle of 

subsidiarity, requires that the Environmental 
Report includes the information that may 

reasonably be required taking into account, 
inter alia, the extent to which certain matters 

are more appropriately assessed at different 

levels in that process in order to avoid 
duplication of the assessment). 

 
The area to which the Plan relates (shown on 

Figure 4.1) covers the West Cork Coast area in 

County Cork8. 

4.2  National Reporting on 
the  Environment  

The EPAôs ñIrelandôs Environment - An 
Integrated Assessment 2020ò report provides 

an integrated assessment of the overall quality 

of Ireland's environment, the pressures being 
placed on it and the societal responses to 

current and emerging environmental issues. 
This report has informed various parts of the 

environmental baseline provided below. The 
key environmental challenges or messages 

identified by the report are: 
 
Environmental Policy Position  
 A national policy position for Irelandôs 

 
8 Focused on the area stretching from Kinsale to Ballydehob 
with its boundary being the R586 on the northern side and 

Environment. 
 

Full implementation  
 Full implementation of existing 

environmental legislation and a review of 
the governance around the coordination 
on environmental protection across public 
bodies. 
 

Health and Wellbeing  
Protecting the Environment is an Investment in 
Our Health and Wellbeing. 
 

Climate  
Systemic change is required for Ireland to 
become the climate-neutral and climate resilient 
society and economy that it  aspires to be. 
 

Air Quality  
Adoption of measures to meet the World Health 
Organization air quality guideline values should 
be the target to aim for in the Clean Air  
Strategy. 
 

Nature  
Safeguard nature and wild places as a national 
priority and to leave a legacy for future 
generations. 
 

Water Quality  
Improve the water environment and tackle 
water pollution locally at a water catchment 
level. 
 

Marine  
Reduce the human-induced pressures on the 
marine environment. 
 

Clean Energy  
Ireland needs to move rapidly away from the 
extensive use of fossil fuels to the use of clean 
energy systems. 
 

Environmentally Sustainable Agriculture  
An agriculture and food sector that 
demonstrates validated performance around 
producing food with a low environmental 
footprint.  
 

Water Services  
Drinking water and wastewater infrastructure 
must meet the needs of our society.  
 

Circular Economy  
Move to a less wasteful and circular economy 
where the priority is waste prevention, reuse, 
repair and recycling. 
 

Land Use  
Promote integrated land-mapping approaches to 
support decision-making on sustainable land 
use. 

 

the coastline on the southern side and the inhabited islands 
of Cape Clear, Sherkin, Heir and Long. 
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The report highlights that high quality green 

and blue spaces are not just for nature but are 
for peoplesô health and wellbeing, particularly in 

the context of an increasingly urban society and 
increasing settlement densities.  

4.3  Sustainable 
Development 
Goals  

Implementation of the Plan will contr ibute 

towards efforts to achieve a number of the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, which 

were adopted by world leaders in 2015 at a 
United Nations Summit and came into force in 

2016. These Goals include: 

 
¶ Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-

being for all at all ages.  

¶ Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all.  

¶ Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all. 

¶ Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all.  

¶ Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote 
inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 
foster innovation.  

¶ Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

¶ Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and 
production patterns.  

¶ Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate 
change and its impacts. 

¶ Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote 
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 
sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

4.4  Likely 
Evolution of 
the 
Environment in 
the Absence of 
the  Plan   

The likely evolution of the environment in the 
absence of a Plan would resemble the 

environmental effects that are described for 

Alternative 1 (Business as Usual) under Section 
7.
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Figure 4.1 Area to which the Plan  relates  
Source: FI Draft West Cork Coast DEDP (February 2022)
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4.5  Biodiversity  
and Flora and 
Fauna  

4.5.1  Overview  

Information on biodiversity and flora and fauna 

which is relevant to project planning and 
development and associated environmental 

assessment and administrative consent of 

projects includes available information on 
designated ecological sites and protected 

species, ecological connectivity (including 
stepping stones and corridors) and non-

designated habitats.  

 
Key ecological sensitivities across the area to 

which the Plan relates include those relating to:  
 

¶ Rare species and habitats protected in the 
designated Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) located 
within the wider West Cork Coast area; 

¶ Aquatic and riverine ecology  associated with 
the various streams, rivers and estuaries 
including the River Bandon, the River Argideen, 
the River Ilen and their estuaries; and 

 
9 Refer to Section 4.5.3 for more detail.  
10 Refer to Section 4.5.3 for more detail.  
11 Refer to Section 4.5.4 for more detail.  
12 Refer to Section 4.5.4 for more detail.  
13 Refer to Sections 4.5.6 and 4.8.7 for more detail.  
14 Salmonid waters are designated and protected as under 
the European Communities (Quality of Salmonid Waters) 
Regulations 1988 (S.I. No. 293 of 1988). Designated 
Salmonid Waters are capable of supporting salmon (Salmo 
salar), trout ( Salmo trutta), char (Salvelinus) and whitefish 
(Coregonus). A section of the Argideen River within  
the area to which the Plan relates is designated as 
Salmonid Waters under these regulations (as shown  

on       Figure  4.6).  
15 In order to protect existing  shellfish waters and to ensure 
the future protection of these areas, the European Union 
introduced the Shellfish Waters Directive (2006/113/EC). 
The purpose of this Directive is to put in place concrete 
measures to protect waters, including shellfish waters, 
against pollution and to safeguard certain shellfish 
populations from various harmful consequences, resulting 
from the discharge of pollutant substances into the sea. The 
Directive applies to the aquatic habitat of bivalve and 
gastropod molluscs only (includes oysters, mussels, 
cockles, scallops and clams). It does not include 
crustaceans such as lobsters, crabs and crayfish. There are 
a number of Shellfish Waters designated within, 
partially within or adjacent to the area to which the 
Plan relates (as shown on Figure 4.5): Roaring w ater 
Bay; Baltimore Harbour /Sherkin ; Kinsale; and 
Oyster Haven.  
16  TPOs are a planning mechanism whereby individual trees 
or groups of trees can be identified as important and 
protected by a TPO. There are a number of Tree 
Preservation Orders designated within the area to 

¶ Coastal areas and marine waters and 
associated aquatic ecology downstream of 
the area to which the Plan relates. 

 
Ecological designations include: 

 
¶ Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)9; 
¶ Special Protection Areas (SPAs)10; 
¶ Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)11; 
¶ Proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs)12; 
¶ Certain entries to the Water Framework Directive 

Register of Protected Areas13; 
¶ Salmonid Waters14; 
¶ Shellfish Waters15; 
¶ Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)16; 
¶ Flora Protection Order17 Sites; 
¶ Nature Reserves18; 
¶ OSPAR Sites19; and 
¶ Freshwater Pearl Mussel Catchments20. 

 

The following information is relevant to 

ecological networks and connectivity and non-
designated habitats: 

 
¶ CORINE land cover mapping (including areas 

likely to contain a habitat listed in Annex 1 of the 
Habitats Directive)21; 

¶ Watercourses, wetlands and peatlands; 
¶ Other relevant County Development Plan 

designations; 
¶ The EPAôs Framework National Ecological 

Network for Ireland 22; and 

which the Plan relates.  Refer to the local autho rity 
for more detail.  
17 The Flora (Protection) Order, 2015 (S.I. No. 356 of 2015) 
gives legal protection to 65 species of bryophytes in the 
Republic of Ireland (25 liverworts and 40 mosses). There 
are a number of locations within the area to which 
the Plan relates species protected by the Order , 
including: Irish Pincerwort (Cephalozia crassifolia) ; 
Glass -wort feather -moss (Scleropodium touretii) ; 
Ciliate Crystalwort (Riccia crozalsii) ; and Rothôs 
Thread -moss (Pohlia andalusica).  
18 Refer to Section 4.5.9 for more detail.  
19 Under the OSPAR Convention to Protect the Marine 
Environment of the North-East Atlantic, Ireland committed  
to establishing marine protected areas to protect 
biodiversity (OSPAR MPAs). Ireland established a number 
of its SACs as OSPAR MPAs for marine habitats. There is 
one OSPAR MPA located within the area to which the  
Plan relates: Roaring  Water Bay and Islands MPA.  
20 Refer to section 4.5.7 for more detail . 
21 The CORINE land cover mapping classifies land cover 
under various headings. This dataset allows for the 
identification of lands that are likely to be most valuable to 
biodiversity including those which are likely to contain a 
habitat listed in Annex 1 of the Habitats Directive e.g., 
natural grasslands, peat bogs, salt marshes. CORINE Land 
Cover (CLC) is a map of the European environmental 
landscape based on interpretation of satellite images. Land 
cover is the observed physical cover, as seen from the 
ground or through remote sensing, including for example 
natural or planted vegetation, water and human 
constructions which cover the earth's surface. 
22 The EPAôs Framework National Ecological Network 
provides a classification of the relative importance of areas 
by virtue of the biodiversity and flora that they contain and 
the connectivity they provide. Many of the areas identified 
are corridors. 
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¶ Other sites of high biodiversity value or ecological 
importance as identified by, for example, the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
(badger sets), relevant datasets from the 
National Biodiversity Data Centre and BirdWatch 
Irelandôs óImportant Bird Areasô (Crowe et al., 
2009)23. 

 

The zone of influence of the Plan beyond the 

area to which the Plan relates with respect to 
impacts upon ecology via surface waters ï 

including designated ecology ï can be 
estimated to be areas within 15 km of the area 

to which the Plan relates and all downstream 

areas of catchments which drain the  area.    

4.5.2  Existing Fáilte Ireland 

Environmental 
Monitoring  and 
Guidance  

Fáilte Ireland regularly engages with 

environmental research that is used to make 
informed management decisions and produce 

robust guidelines to facilitat e the protection of 

the environment. From its inception in 2014, 
the Wild Atlantic Way (WAW) Operational 

Programme Monitoring Programme 
(undertaken to date by CAAS on behalf of Fáilte 

Ireland guided by relevant stakeholders) has 

been conducting research into the impacts of 
tourism on the receiving environment  guided by 

an independent working group including the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service. 
 

On site observational surveys and ecological 

assessments have covered 57 locations and 
monitored the activities and effects of over 

26,000 visitors. The findings, published in the 
form of Visitor Observation Reports and 

Ecological Impact Reports, show that visitors 

cause low levels of effects and that relatively 
higher levels of effects are predominantly 

caused by the mismanagement of sites ï or the 
lack of management. Effectively managed sites 

have been identified where visitor movements 

are facilitated alongside protection of 
environmental receptors such as Derrynane 

House. The research has shown that the 
protection of sites does not have to rely on 

infrastructure or visitor restrictions to avoid 
environmental effects. The monitoring has 

shown that that activity dynamics are key 

drivers of both impact occurrence and impact 
severity. Therefore, it is fundamental that 

 
23 Courtmacsherry, Broadstrand and Dunworley Complex 
and Seven Heads are regarded as óImportant Bird Areasô. 

management practices identify and 

appropriately manage the activities available at 
nature-based destinations. From the monitoring 

work it was seen that 75% of all visitor 
observations resulted in no identifiable effects; 

which highlights the feasibility of óno impact 

tourismô being an achievable target. 
  

As well as the site-specific data being collected, 
the Monitoring Programme collates and 

interprets existing national environmental 

indicator data, compiling the results into annual 
Macro-Monitoring Reports. 

  
The monitoring program has yielded a strong 

dataset and is set to continue into the future , 
expanding beyond the WAW to look at a set of 

19 sites across Ireland from 2021-2025. As the 

data expands and is consolidated over time, 
annual trends and comparisons can be explored 

which will provide further insights into site 
specific interactions. One of the key expansions 

of the database being gathered, aims to explore 

impact distance thresholds around nature-
based tourism destinations. These data will be 

harnessed by Fáilte to inform management 
decisions and further refine existing guidelines 

and produce additional resources that facilitate 
environmental protection.  

  

The findings of the Monitoring Programme are 
circulated to the local authorities with host sites 

and to site management teams at sites not 
under the management of local authorities. This 

ensures that the research can be harnessed on 

site by those responsible while contributing 
towards informed management plans and 

guidelines created by Fáilte Ireland. 
  

In 2014, Fáilte Ireland published the WAW Site 
Maintenance Guidelines that provide details of 

the works that may be required to meet a 

minimum standard of presentation at WAW 
Discovery Points. The 2014 Guidelines include 

an Ecological Method Statement which sets out 
the ecological standards and procedures that 

must be complied with by local authorities in 

implementing any works. 
  

Fáilte Ireland are currently preparing guidance 
for the WAW in order to fa cilitate the 

identification of available and effective 

management options and the championing of 
concepts like ókeeping it wildô. 
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Furthermore, Fáilte Ireland is preparing a 

guidelines to facilitate broad scale identification 
and understanding of the habi tats present at 

Nature based tourism destinations ï including 
details relating to known sensitivities of the 

habitats. As well as these, Fáilte Ireland have 

produced a suite of guidelines giving detailed 
design guidelines and considerations for 

planning tourism projects at sensitive sites. 

4.5.3  European Sites   

European sites occur along the waterways 

within and downstream of the area to which the 
Plan relates. These European sites (mapped on         

Figure 4.2) comprise: 
 

¶ Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)24; and 
¶ Special Protection Areas (SPAs)25. 

 
The SEA uses the same zone of influence cited 

in the AA; a 15 km buffer around the area to 
which the Plan relates (see sites within this 

zone mapped on         Figure 4.2). The AA 

review of all sites within this zone has allowed 

 
24 SACs have been selected for protection under the 
European Council Directive on the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora (92/43/EEC)  due to 
their conservation value for habitats and species of 
importance in the European Union. The Habitats Directive 
seeks to establish Natura 2000, a network of protected 
areas throughout the EU. It is the responsibility of each 
member state to designate SACs to protect habitats and 
species, which, together with the SPAs designated under 
the 1979 Birds Directive, form Natura 2000. The European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 
consolidate the European Communities (Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 1997 to 2005 and the European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats)(Control of Recreational 
Activities) Regulations 2010. The Regulations have been 
prepared to address several judgments of the Court of 
Justice of the European Union (CJEU) against Ireland, 
notably cases C-418/04 and C-183/05, in respect of failure 
to transpose elements of the Birds Directive and the 
Habitats Directive into Irish law.  
25 SPAs have been selected for protection under the 1979 
European Council Directive on the Conservation of Wild 
Birds (79/409/EEC) - referred to as the Birds Directive - due 
to their conservation value for birds of importance in the 
EU. 
26 Sensitive features include: old sessile oak woods with Ilex 
and Blechnum in the British Isles; alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior; Kerry slug; lesser 
horseshoe bat; otter ; and harbour seal. 
27 Sensitive features include: mudflats and sandflats not 
covered by seawater at low tide; annual vegetation of drift 
lines; embryonic shifting dunes; shifting dunes along the 
shoreline with Ammophila arenaria; f ixed coastal dunes 
with herbaceous vegetation; and Atlantic decalcified fixed 
dunes. 
28 Sensitive features include: oligotrophic waters containing 
very few minerals of sandy plains; natural dystrophic lakes 
and ponds; northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix; 
European dry heaths; alpine and boreal heaths; species-
rich nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain 
areas; b lanket bogs; siliceous scree of the montane to snow 

a determination to be made that in the absence 

of significant hydrological links the 
characteristics of the Plan will not impose 

effects beyond the 15 km buffer.   
 

There are a number of SACs designated within 

and within 15 km buffer of the area to which 
the Plan relates (mapped on         Figure 4.2) 

comprising:  
 

¶ Glengarriff Harbour and Woodland SAC (Site 
Code: 000090)26; 

¶ Clonakilty Bay SAC (Site Code: 000091)27; 
¶ Caha Mountains SAC (Site Code: 000093)28; 
¶ Lough Hyne Nature Reserve and Environs SAC 

(Site Code: 000097)29; 
¶ Roaringwater Bay and Islands SAC (Site Code: 

000101)30; 

¶ Sheepôs Head SAC (Site Code: 000102)31; 
¶ The Gearagh SAC (Site Code: 000108)32; 
¶ Three Castle Head to Mizen Head SAC (Site Code: 

000109)33; 
¶ Barley Cove to Ballyrisode Point SAC (Site Code: 

001040)34; 

¶ Kilkeran Lake and Castlefreke Dunes SAC (Site 
Code: 001061)35; 

¶ Myross Wood SAC (Site Code: 001070)36; 
¶ Courtmachserry Estuary SAC (Site Code: 

001230)37; 

levels; calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic 
vegetation; siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic 
vegetation; Kerry slug; and Killarney fern.  
29 Sensitive features include: large shallow inlets and bays; 
reefs; and submerged or partially submerged sea caves. 
30 Sensitive features include: large shallow inlets and bays; 
reefs; vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts; 
European dry heaths; submerged or partially submerged 
sea caves; harbour porpoise; otter ; and grey seal. 
31 Sensitive features include: Northern Atlantic wet heaths 
with Erica tetralix; European dry heaths; and Kerry slug. 
32 Sensitive features include: water courses of plain to 
montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and 
Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation; r ivers with muddy banks 
with Chenopodion rubri p.p. and Bidention p.p. vegetation; 
old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British 
Isles; alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus 
excelsior; and otter . 
33 Sensitive features include: vegetated sea cliffs of the 
Atlantic and Baltic coasts and European dry heaths. 
34 Sensitive features include: mudflats and sandflats not 
covered by seawater at low tide; perennial vegetation of 
stony banks; Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud 
and sand; Atlantic salt meadows; Mediterranean salt 
meadows; shifting dunes along the shoreline with 
Ammophila arenaria; f ixed coastal dunes with herbaceous 
vegetation; European dry heaths; and petal wort . 
35 Sensitive features include: coastal lagoons; embryonic 
shifting dunes; shifting dunes along the shoreline with 
Ammophila arenaria; and fixed coastal dunes with 
herbaceous vegetation. 
36 Sensitive features include: Killarney fern. 
37 Sensitive features include: estuaries; mudflats and 
sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide; annual 
vegetation of drift lines; perennial vegetation of stony 
banks; Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and 
sand; Atlantic salt meadows; Mediterranean salt meadows; 
embryonic shifting dunes; shifting dunes along the 
shoreline with Ammophila arenaria; and fixed coastal dunes 
with herbaceous vegetation. 
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¶ Castletownshend SAC (Site Code: 001547)38;  
¶ Derryclogher (Knockboy) Bog SAC (Site Code: 

001873)39; 
¶ Bandon River SAC (Site Code: 002171)40; 
¶ Farranamanagh Lough SAC (Site Code: 

002189)41; 
¶ Great Island Channel SAC (Site Code: 001058)42; 
¶ Dunbeacon Shingle SAC (Site Code: 002280)43; 

and 
¶ Reen Point Shingle SAC (Site Code: 002281)44.  

 

The SPAs designated within  and within 15 km 

buffer of the area to which the Plan relates (        

Figure 4.2) comprise:  
 

¶ Old Head of Kinsale SPA (Site Code: 004021)45; 
¶ Cork Harbour SPA (Site Code: 004030)46; 
¶ Clonakilty Bay SPA (Site Code: 004081)47;  
¶ Sovereign Islands SPA (Site Code: 004124)48; 
¶ Sheepôs Head to Toe Head SPA (Site Code: 

004156)49; 
¶ Galley Head to Duneen Point SPA (Site Code: 

004190)50; 

¶ Seven Heads SPA (Site Code: 004191)51; and 
¶ Courtmacsherry Bay SPA (Site Code: 004219)52. 

 

For more detail on European sites refer to the 
AA document that accompanies the Plan and 

this SEA Environmental Report. 

4.5.4  Natural Heritage Areas 
and Proposed Natural 
Heritage Areas  

Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) are designated 
due to their national conservation value for 

ecological and/or geological/geomorphological 

heritage. They cover nationally important semi -
natural and natural habitats, landforms or 

geomorphological features, wildlife plant and 
animal species or a diversity of these natural 

attributes. NHAs are designated under the 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000. Proposed 

NHAs (pNHAs) were published on a non-

statutory basis in 1995, but have not since been 
statutorily proposed or designated. 

 
38 Sensitive features include: Killarney fern. 
39 Sensitive features include: blanket bogs. 
40 Sensitive features include: water courses of plain to 
montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and 
Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation; alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior; freshwater pearl mussel; 
and brook lamprey. 
41 Sensitive features include: coastal lagoons and perennial 
vegetation of stony banks. 
42 Sensitive features include: mudflats; sandflats; and 
Atlantic salt meadows. 
43 Sensitive features include: perennial vegetation of stony 
banks. 
44 Sensitive features include: perennial vegetation of stony 
banks. 
45 Sensitive features include: kittiwake and guillemot.  
46 Sensitive features include: little grebe; great crested 
grebe; cormorant; grey heron; shelduck; wigeon; teal; 

NHAs and pNHAs designated partially within 

and adjacent to the area to which the Plan 
relates and all NHAs and pNHAs designated 

within a wider 15 km zone are mapped on      
Figure 4.3 and listed on Table 4.1 below.  
 

Table 4.1 NHAs and pNHAs within and 

within 15  km  of the area to which the Plan 

relates  

NHAs and pNHAs  w ithin/partially withi n and 
adjacent to the area to which the Plan relates  

Designation  Site Name  Site Code  

NHA 
Sovereign Islands 000105 

Derreennatra Bog 002105 

pNHA  

Castletownshend 
(Gate Lodge) 

000084 

Garrylucas Marsh 000087 

Clonakilty Bay 000091 

Lough Hyne Nature 
Reserve and Environs 

000097 

Old Head of Kinsale 000100 

Roaringwater Bay and 
Islands 

000101 

Cusroe, Whiddy 
Island 

000110 

Bandon Valley West 
of Bandon 

001034 

Bandon Valley South 
of Dunmanway 

001035 

Batemanôs Lough 001037 

Barley Cove to 
Ballyrisode Point 

001040 

Cloonties Lough 001044 

Gallanes Lough 001052 

Garrettstown Marsh 001053 

James Fort 001060 

Kilkeran Lake and 
Castlefreke Dunes 

001061 

Killaneer House Glen 001062 

Myross Wood 001070 

Rosscarberry Estuary 001075 

Seven Heads and 
Dunworley Bay 

001077 

Courtmacsherry 
Estuary 

001230 

Dirk Bay 001498 

Bandon Valley below 
Inishannon 

001515 

Castletownshend 001547 

pintail; shoveler; red-breasted merganser; oystercatcher; 
golden plover; lapwing; dunlin; black -tailed godwit; bar -
tailed godwit; curlew; redshank; black -headed gull; 
common gull; lesser black-backed gull; common tern; and  
wetland and waterbirds.  
47 Sensitive features include: shelduck; dunlin; black-tailed 
godwit; curlew; and wetland and waterbirds.  
48 Sensitive features include: cormorant.  
49 Sensitive features include: peregrine and chough. 
50 Sensitive features include: chough. 
51 Sensitive features include: chough. 
52 Sensitive features include: great northern driver; 
shelduck; wigeon; red-breasted merganser; golden plover; 
lapwing; dunlin; black -tailed godwit; bar -tailed godwit; 
curlew; black-headed gull; common gull; and wetland and 
waterbirds. 
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Bandon Valley above 
Inishannon 

001740 

NHAs and pNHAs  w ithin 15 km of  the area to 
which the Plan relates  

Designation  Site Name  Site Code  

NHA 

Trafask Bog 002371 

Leahill Bog 002417 

Conigar Bog 002386 

pNHA  

Glengarriff (Thatched 
Shooting Lodge in 
Forest Park) 

000088 

Glengarriff Harbour 
and Woodland 

000090 

Caha Mountains 000093 

Lee Valley 000094 

Loughavaul 000098 

Sheepôs Head 000102 

Shournagh Valley 000103 

The Gearagh 000108 

Three Castle Head to 
Mizen Head 

000109 

Fountainstown 
Swamp 

000371 

Lough Allua 001065 

Lough Beg (Cork) 001066 

Owenôs Island 001071 

Cork Lough 001081 

Ballincollig Cave 001249 

Rossnashunsoge 001537 

Currakeal 001826 

Boylegrove Wood 001854 

Derryclogher 
(Knockboy) Bog 

001873 

Minane Bridge Marsh 001966 

Sheelane Island 001977 

Owenboy River 001990 

Domestic Building 
near Glengarriff 

002049 

Carriganass Castle, 
near Kealkill 

002099 

Monkstown Creek 001979 

Blarney Bog 001857 

Ardamadane Wood 001799 

Blarney Lake 001798 

Dunkettle Shore 001082 

Rockfarm Quarry, 
Little Island  

001074 

Lough Namaddra and 
Lough West 

001069 

Glanmire Wood 001054 

Great Island Channel  001058 

Douglas River Estuary 001046 

Blarney Castle Woods  001039 

 

4.5.5   Land Cover Mapping  

CORINE53 land cover mapping for the  area to 
which the Plan relates is shown on      Figure 

 
53 The CORINE (Coordinated Information on the 
Environment) land cover data series was devised as a 
means of compiling geo-spatial environmental information 
in a standardised and comparable manner. CORINE has 
become a key data source for informing environmental and 
planning policy on a national and European level. The main 
land cover type in Ireland is agricultural land including 

4.4. The most dominant land cover types in the 

area to which the Plan relates are pastures. 
 

Categories from CORINE mapping that may 
indicate areas likely to contain Annex I habitats 

in the area to which the Plan relates (shown on       

Figure 4.8), include: 
 

¶ Pastures; 
¶ Non-irrigated arable land;  
¶ Complex cultivation patterns; 
¶ Green urban areas; 
¶ Land principally occupied by agriculture with 

significant areas of natural vegetation; 
¶ Broad-leaved forest; 
¶ Coniferous forest;  
¶ Mixed forest; 
¶ Natural grassland; 
¶ Moors and heathlands; 
¶ Transitional woodland-scrub 
¶ Beaches ï dunes ï sands; 
¶ Sparsely vegetated areas; 
¶ Peat bogs; 
¶ Intertidal flats;  
¶ Salt marshes; 
¶ Estuaries; 
¶ Water bodies; 
¶ Water courses; and 
¶ Sea and ocean.  

4.5.6  Register of Protected 
Areas  

In response to the requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive a number of water bodies 

or parts of water bodies that  must have extra 
controls on their quality by virtue of how their 

waters are used by people and by wildlife have 

been listed on Registers of Protected Areas 
(RPAs). Entries to the RPAs within and adjacent 

to the area to which the Plan relates, 
designated by virtue of their value to 

biodiversity include a number of water 
dependent habitats within the area that have 

been listed on RPAs relating to biodiversity ï 

these relate to designated SACs and SPAs (see 
Section 4.5.3). 

 
¶ WFD Salmonid River Regs (S.I. 293 only) ï the 

River Argideen is designated as a Salmonid River 
under S.I. No. 293, and associated WFD Surface 
Water and Groundwater in Salmonid Regs, as 

shown on      Figure 4.6; 

¶ WFD Shellfish Areas (as shown on Figure 4.5) ï 
including Roaringwater Bay; Baltimore 
Harbour/Sherkin; Kinsale; and Oyster Haven; 

forestry, which accounts for two -thirds of the national 
landmass. Most of this is permanent grassland pastures. 
Peatlands and wetlands are the second most widespread 
land cover type, covering almost one-fifth of the country. 
While forested areas cover about one-tenth of the country. 
Despite rapid development in the past two decades, 
Irelandôs landscape is predominantly rural and agricultural. 
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and associated WFD Surface and Groundwater in 
Shellfish Areas. 

 

RPAs designated by virtue of their value to 
humans are addressed under Section 4.8.7.  

4.5.7  Salmonid Waters  

The Salmonid Regulations (S.I. 293/1988) 
designate the waters capable of supporting 

salmon (Salmo salar), trout ( Salmo trutta), char 
(Salvelinus) and whitefish ( Coregonus) as 

protected. 34 ( No.) rivers, tributaries and lakes 
are listed and protected under these 

Regulations that prescribe quality standards for 

salmonid waters, the sampling programmes 
and the methods of analysis and inspection to 

be used by local authorities to determine 
compliance with the standards. Section of the 

River Argideen is listed under these 

Regulations. 

4.5.8  Margaritifera Sensitive 
Areas  

Freshwater pearl mussel is a globally 
threatened, long-lived and extremely sensitive 

species that can be impacted by many forms of 
pollution, particularly sediment and nutrient 

pollution and by hydrological and morphological 

changes, which may arise from developments, 
activities or changes in any part of the 

catchment. There are two species of freshwater 
pearl mussel in Ireland (Margaritifera and 

Margaritifera durrovensis) and both are 

protected under Annex II and Annex V of the 
EU Habitats Directive. Within the area to which 

the Plan relates, the Margaritifera Sensitive 
Areas are found within the following river 

catchments (mapped on Figure 4.7):   
 

¶ Bandon (Catchment of other extant populations) ;  
¶ Roury (Catchment of other extant populations);  
¶ Argideen (Catchment of other extant 

populations);  
¶ Ilen (Catchment of other extant populations);  
¶ Leamawaddra (Catchment of other extant 

populations); and 
¶ Four Mile Water (Catchment of other extant 

populations). 

 

Twenty-seven Management Plans for the 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel have been published, 

the objective of which is to restore the 

freshwater pearl mussel populations in 27 

 
54 Ramsar Sites are wetlands designated to be of 
international importance under the Convention of Wetlands 
of International Importance (especially as Water Fowl 
Habitat), established at Ramsar in 1971 and ratified by 
Ireland in 1984. The main aim of the Convention is to 

rivers, or stretches of rivers that are within the 

boundaries of Special Areas of Conservation. 
The most significant pressures across these 

catchments were identified as: point sources in 
relation to quarries, sand/gravel pits and 

wastewater treatments plants; and diffuse 

sources associated with agriculture (including 
overgrazing), forestry and on-site wastewater 

treatment systems. 

4.5.9  Other Designa tions  

Other relevant designations within the area to 

which the Plan relates (mapped on       Figure 
4.8) include Nature Reserves.  

 
Nature Reserves are areas of importance to 

wildlife, protected under Ministerial order. 

There are currently 78 Statutory Nature 
Reserves in Ireland. Most are owned by the 

State but some are owned by organisations or 
private landowners. There are two State owned 

Nature Reserves located within or adjacent to  

the area to which the Plan relates (mapped on       
Figure 4.8): Knockomagh Wood Nature 

Reserve and Lough Hyne  Nature Reserve.  
 

Other designations mapped on       Figure 4.8 
include Ramsar Sites54, none of which are found 

within or adjacent to the area to which the Plan 

relates.  

4.5.10  Existing  Proble ms  

Irelandôs Article 17 report on the Status of EU 

Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland 
(DCHG, 2019) identifies many Irish habitats to 

be of unfavourable status and many to be still 
declining, although it also identifies that a range 

of positive actions are underway.  

 
Categories for pressures and threats on 

Irelandôs habitats and species identified by the 
report comprise: 

 
¶ Agriculture; 
¶ Forestry; 
¶ Extraction of resources (minerals, peat, non-

renewable energy resources); 
¶ Energy production processes and related 

infrastructure development;  

¶ Development and operation of transport 
systems; 

secure the designation by each contracting state of 
wetlands in its territory for inclusion in a list of wetlands of 
international importance for waterfowl. Ireland presently 
has 45 sites designated as Wetlands of International 
Importance, with surface are as of 66,994 hectares. 
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¶ Development, construction and use of 
residential, commercial, industrial and 
recreational infrastructure and areas; 

¶ Extraction and cultivation of biological living 
resources (other than agriculture and forestry);  

¶ Military action, public safety measures, and other 
human intrusions; 

¶ Alien and problematic species; 
¶ Mixed source pollution; 
¶ Human-induced changes in water regimes; 
¶ Natural processes (excluding catastrophes and 

processes induced by human activity or climate 
change); 

¶ Geological events, natural catastrophes; 
¶ Climate change; and 
¶ Unknown pressures, no pressures and pressures 

from outside the Member State.  

 

Irelandôs Article 12 Birds Directive Reports and 
the 6th National Report under the Convention of 

Biological Diversity identify similar issues.  

 
The Plan includes robust measures to 

contribute towards the protection of 
biodiversity and flora and fauna and associated 

ecosystem services. 

 
Previous changes in land uses arising from 

human development have resulted in a loss of 
biodiversity and flora and fauna however, 

legislative objectives governing biodiversity and 
fauna were not identified as being conflicted 

with.  
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        Figure 4.2 European sites within and within 15 km of the area to which the Plan relat es
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     Figure 4.3 Natural Heritage Areas and Proposed Natural Heritage Areas wi thin and within 15 km of the area to which the Plan relates  






































































































































































































































